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LT cannot, . ſure, but be Matter of 
very juſt. Concern to every -fincere 
_ Chriſtian, who ſeriouſly chinks of 
it, that ſo poſitive, and _ and even 
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| The Introduction; being an . Account 
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enjoyn'd all his Followers to celebrate the. 
ſacred Ordinance of the Lords Supper, for 


his Diſciples: being wholly neglected all 


the more pure, primitive Times of 


come, which has been fix d by Divine Ap- 


- brated, at Jeaff, once a Week, be now 
| obſere d, at moſt 
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"7 3 Hreoune mY 1 
Feſus Chrift; ; as that by which He has 


a Remembrance of him; ſhould be ſo ge-+ 
nerally, and greatly diſregarded, as it is at 
this Day, by thoſe who yet pretend to be 


their Lifetime, by, at leaſt (modeſtly 
ſpeaking)-above half of them ʒ and fo ve- 
Ty ſeldom obſerv'd by the remaining few, 
in compariſon of what it certainly was in 


"Chriſtianity ; and therefore what it certain- 
1y ought to be ill.  Ocherwiſe, It.is in a 
fair way to be wholly loft out of the Church, 

and out of the World, before the Period 


pointment for the. Obſervance of it. viz. 
Chrifts ſecond Coming, 1 Cor. xi. 26. For 
if that Ordinance, which us d. to be. cele- 


oft, but once a Month; 
in ſome Places, « once in two Months; in 
| {ns 


4%. 


1 ; 
ry 5 . Indeed that in one, or ene 
Churches in London, the Lord's $ Supper is adminiſter d 
every Week: but this being, as I am inform'd, witk 
a View that alt the Communicants in the Pariſh, 
which is very large, may Taye an Opportunity of 
13 W 5 = partaking 
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 #heLory's SupPER. © 


many, not; above two, or three times, per- _ 
| haps, not above once a Lear: and if = 
that Ordinance; which us'd to be ſtatedly = 
attended by the whole Body of Chriſtians, 3 
be what now not one Part in three, in, 1 
ſome Places, ſcarce one Part in eight, or oF 
ten of Chriſtians ſeem to think themſelves. I 


concern'd in : is there not. reaſon to fear, 
that ſome Generations hence, the Num- 
ber, or Proportion of. Communicants (as 
we call them) may dwindle into one in a 
Hundred; and the Times of celebratirg. 
the Lord's Supper come to. be but once a 
Vear, or once in ſeven Years; and in 
Proceſs of, Time (if the World ſhould. laſt: 
long enough) neuer. .,. 
. I cannot, I confeſs, conceive a 3 N 
why we ſhould. depart from the Practice 
of So Primitive Chriſtians in this reſpe&-z, 


* as it is generally acknowledg'd we A 1 
5 Reaſon, or rather, the Occaſion why me 
- do ſo, may indeed more. eaſily be aſſign od. 
29 1084 is ee, afcrib'd to the generat, © 
y ALON 7; eee Decay, 
. 9 
. — of i 1 in a their — about once a Month: | 
9 he preſe nt Method of adminiſtring that Ordinance- | 
4 not conveniently admitting ſuch Numbers to partake 

% at the fame Time): this can KITES: "MF 2d an ex = 
7 ception to my * 5 e 4 
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Decay of true Godlinefs, and Beroun 
But hat if this Decay of primitive Piety, 


duty in other reſpects) to miſtaken, ſuper- 


and Zeal, be really, in a great Meaſure, 
owing to this Neglect of ſo: eminent a. 
Mean of them? *Tis as much as all the 


appointed Means of Grace can do, to keep 


up true Godlineſs in the Work, yea, e- 
ven in the Church; but if we lay aſide any 
of theſe appointed Means, and the moſt 
efficacious of them too (either wholly or 


in part) what can we expect? or, why do. 


we complain of the natural Conſequences? 
But, in reality, this fad neglect of the 
Lord's Supper ſeems chiefly owing (ar leaſt 
among thoſe who make Conſcience of their 


ftitious' Notions about this Ordinance x; 


and miſtaken interpretations of ſome Texts 


* 


of Scripture relating to it, which have 


Prevail'd among Chriſtians ; and ſtill re- 


main, even among many Proteſtants, not- 


Pithſtanding that, which gave the greateſt 
Countenance, and perhaps the Riſe to ma- 
ny-of them, the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantia- 


tion, bas been long ſince exploded. - 

Some very learned, judicious and moſt 

careful Searchers into the true-Sence, and 

Meaning di the facred Writings, have, in- 

deed, abandon'd theſe miſtakes; and l 
93 © - 
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ted out, and demonſtrated them to others 
in their Writings. But the Vulgar, who 
make up the Bulk of Chriſtians, and into 
whoſe Hands the more voluminous, or 
more critical, Works of the learned ſeldom 
come, ſtill retain theſe Miſtakes, and 
Prejudices; to the keeping away of mul- 
titudes from this Ordinance; and to the 
needleſs Terrour of many ſerious Perſons, 
who tho? they dare not wholly abſtain, 


yet tremble to come to it; afraid leaſt- 


they endanger, if not run upon their own- .- 
Damnation m either Way. TREE 
And thoſe worthy Men, who RO 
ar poſely upon the Zord's Supper (thoſe at 
Kaff, whoſe Writings on that Subject have 
fallen in my way) feem chiefly to have de- 
ſign'd the affecting with this Ordinance: | 
thoſe who do dare, or think themſelves: 
concern'd . N it; rather than to- 
have thoroughly conſider'd, and endea- 
vour*'d to remove the Miſtakes Tam ſpeak 


ing of; which if they have ever at all 


touch'd upon, out of regard to the Scru- 
. of timorous Chriſtians, yet it has been 
tightly, and by halves; or however 
not ſo as to ſtrike effectually at the Root 


of them. Nay they have perhaps, moſt 


of them, by ſaying ſo much about Prepa- 
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„ A 1 Account. 'of 


ration for; about worthy, and unworthy 


Neceiving of the Lord's Supper; and ſo 
little, in Compariſon, concerning other 
parts of God's ſolemn, appointed Service; 


unawarily contributed to propagate the 


Superſtition. I write this with the utmoſt 
reſpect for thoſe excellent Men, and their 


Works; whether av one FerſuaWon,” or 
5 another. rr 


n 


Such G en as : thads hk in 


- duc'd me to offer ſomething to the Pub- 


lick upon this Subject: and attempt the 
ſetting this ſacred Ordinance of the Chri- 


ftian Religion, hefore the Chriſtian Reader, 


in its true primitive Light, according to 
che Scripture; before the over Officiouſ- 


neſs of, 'perhaj s, wellmeaning Men un- 


-dertook to make it more awful, and ſa- 
_ ered than ever God deſign'd it; or than. 
' was indeed conſiſtent with the true He., 
and Intention of it; as I hope to make 
appear in the Sequel of this Treatiſe: 
Which I ſhall endeavour to ſuit both to the 
Capacities, and the Purſes of the meaneſt 
Cbriſtians: whoſe Information in a Duty, 
they are all equally. concern'd in, I have 


* . very much at Heart: not pretending; by 


any thing I am able to write, to add any 
wing to the more * and learned. 
8882 } Fm. „ 
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What i is. propoſed 8 in i-the fol-. 


loving ee will confiſt chiefly in an 
impartial Inquiry into the true meaning of 
ſeveral paſſages of Scripture, relating to» 


the Lord's Supper; and ſome natural In- 
ferences from the ſame; which method of 
explaining the ſaored Scriptures, and argue» 
ing from their true Sence, ſo far as it ap- 


to be fair, and juſt, (and no farther H: 
| dol deſire mine or any Body's elle ſhould: 8 
be receiv d) muſt be the ſureſt Rule in this. 


and all other Matters of Reveal d Religion. 
The principal Paſſages of Scripture, which 


offer themſelves to Conſideration upon this 
Occaſion (beſides what may be N 


ly touch!d upon) are ſuch as theſe. 


The words of Inſtitution, Match. xxvi. ; 
| 26—28; Mark xiv. 22,24: Litke xxii. 


20.0 1, Cor. xi. 23 = 25. "IA: 


"4 will beſt inform us of the true Nature of 
the Ordinance ;. and therefore the Apoſtle 


Paul, to convince the Corinthians of their 


Miſtakes, and: Abuſes of this Holy Or- 
dinance, referrs them to the Words of. | 


inſritution.. Ger: ian 
The 16th and 17th verſes of the 5 


e n act” 3 = 


abs LorD' — 8 


Sort; of whom 1 have woch more need 
my ſelf to bè inſtructed. 
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10 A Scripture Account of _ 
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will farther- illuſtrate -the Deſign, and 


Intention of this Ordinance ; and bew who 
ought to be Partakers of it. 
The latter Part of the xith nene of 


the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, from 


the 15th 99. to the End. This, I ap- 
may ſerve to diſcover and recti- 
fy ſome miſtaken Opinions concerning the 
Lord's Supper; together with the worthy, 
and unworthy receiving of it; which have 
ariſen from, or, at leaſt,” are ſupported by 
a . of chis Failage. And 
la * 
The 8th verſe of the vth Chapter of the 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians : 
may ſerve for a ftated Rale or Direction 


how beſt to prepare ourſelves for, and to 


attend becomingly, profitably, and com- 
fortably upon this, and all other Parts of 


the ſolemn Peblick Worſbip of God: which 


are all awful; and to be attended with 
er Cate, and Caution 
All which L ſhall cloſe wich ſome OY 
particular, pr practical Directiuas, to this 
rpoſe; founded upon this facred Apoſto-: 


lick Rule, and this ety Accu _ the. 
8 FoSupper, | 


. 
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which 
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CHAP. . 


- Explanation of the PI givers g 
St, Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
. Paul of our Saviour Tnftttution: 
of the Lord's Supper, in order to di 
_ eover the true En t . Or=- 
Adinance. 
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- "Math; xxv1.26, 27; 28. 

And a as they were eating Jeſus took Biead;. 
and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave: 
it to the Diſciples, and ſaid take, eat, 
this is m 50dy. And He took the 
Cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to- 

them, 8 drink ye all of it, for- 
this is my Blood of the New Teſtamentz. | 

which is ſhed for many. for the . 

7 ſion of fins,. 2 Es 

Mid wiv. x62'v 23; 24; 3 

And as they did eat Jeſus took Bread and : 
bleſſed, and brake it, and gave to them, 

and ſaid, take, eat, 'this is my Body... _ 
; And he took the Cup, and when He: 

had _ 1 He ae 10 Net 7 


ER . cho 46 | 
4 ſaid unto them, this is my Blood of 


the New Teſtament, which. is ſhed for 


ED 2 2 8 r 8 
+ Ny » Nell. 19, 20 
"Abd He todk- Bread, and gave 'thatiks, 
+ 2800 brake t, and gave unto them, fay- 
ing, this is my Body, which is given 
9 this do in remembrance of me: 
like wiſe alſo the Cup after Supper, * 
ing, this Cup is the Net Teſtament in. 
tk cg. which 1 is ſhed for * 


* 


n 
5 8 75 * a 
* 8233 * 


1 2 r XI. . 326. 5 

For . have receiyed of the Lord chat 
which alſo 1 deliver'd unto you That 
the Lord Jeſus, the ſame night in which 
He was betray'd, took Bread; and 


—_ . I when He had given thanks, He brake 


4 85 


it, and ſaid, take, eat, this is my Body, 
Which is broken for) you; this do in re- 
membrance of me: after the ſame Man- 
ner alſo He took the Cup, when He 
had ſupped, ſay ing, this Cup is the Neu 
Teſtament (or Covenant, as it might bet- 
ter be render d, both here, and in all 


_ i he fotegoing Accounts) in My Blood; 


2 — S; "_w hs * 


*this do ye, 5 oft as bay FH it, m re- 
men brance of me. 
1 ehokrateat ahpabr, There 
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that there was no Room for any Innova 
tion in this Matter there, and the Genuine 
Practice they had introduc'd, and main- 
tain'd in those Churches, was Aa. viſible,. 
and moſt exact Deſcription of that Ordi- 
nance continually before their Eyes, 2 
| ſhort Account, or Memorandum therefore 
of the Inſtitution was ſufficient there. But Sz; 
Paul, the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, was ob- 
lig'd to beabſent, ſometimes ma! ny Years, 

fromthe Churches he had gather'd; and, 

during his Abſence, the Grintbians had 
| depatted from the right Manner of celebra- 
ring the Lord's Supper ;. particularly, in a. 
Circumſtance, which was neceffary. to the 
worthy celebrating. of it; and which St. 
Haul therefore mentions twice over in his. 


Account of the Inſtitution, though nei. 


ther St. Mathew nor St. Mark mention it 


at all in theirs, namely, that this ſhould: © 


be done for a Memorial, or Remembrance. 
of Chriſt. And asfor all Chotches of lat- 
ter Ages, ſince the Time of the Apoſtles, 
who may be thought equally liable with the. 
Corinthians to fall into. Miſtakes in this. 
Matter; we have all theſe Accounts, the 
long, and. the ſhort account of this Ordi- 
nance: Ft. Paul's, and St. Lale $, 48 welhas 
1 hain Mark"s:and * 
* 


"1 (PRE s {> Tg 18 
| chem all, and compare them eee tos 
event, or diſcover any Miſtakes in our 
Eat or Practice relating to it. I ſhalt 
therefore make Vſe of them all in this Ac» 
count of the Lord's Supper; that We, who 
have not the Apaſties to converſe with, Fass 
to Face, may not miſs of any thing in this 
Matter, which is fairly to be gather'd: 
from their genuine, infpir'd Writings. © 
And in theſe Accounts of our Bleſſed 
Saviours inſtituting this Holy Ordinance, 
Iſhall conſider theſe two Particulars. The: 
Example of our Saviour adminiftring this 
Ordinance to his Diſciples, as a Pattern to. 
them (mututis muiandis) of their admini- 
ſtring it to others. And his command: for 
the ſtated, continu'd dN of Aue 
22 in his Church. _ 


I 


1 Ln eder the ned ORs | 
Bleſſed Saviour, adminiſtring this Ordi- 
nance to his Diſciples, as a Pattern to 
them (neceſſary Allowance being made 
for different Characters, and Circumſtances) 
of their adminiſtring it to others: or his 
 Aﬀtions, and Words on e Occaſion 5. 
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Our LA Saviour, and his Di eiple 

the ſame Night in which He was betray'd 
Were together cating the Paſſover Supper; 
Which, as it was a ſolemn religious Meal, 
they ſeem to have fat a pretty while 45 | 
Our Lord entertaining them, moſt 

of the Time, with religious, inſtru 4 
Diſcourſe; and ſome ſignificative, and in- 
ſtructive Actions; as his riſing from Table, 
and waſhing their-Feet in the Poſture, and 


Habuof a Servant, to teach them areadineſs | 
9 ſerve, and Condeſcenſion: which ſeems to 


have been done at this very Time, by the 
h of it in the thirteenth Chapter of 
St. Jabn ' Goſpel; and probably, on Ac- 
count of that old Debate which St. Luke 
informs us, was at this Time reviv'd a- 
mong them, which of them : ſhould be account- 


ed the Greateſt, Luke xxii. 24—27; Com- 


par'd with '7oby xiii. 316. Among o- 
ther things, however, our Bleſſed Saviour 


took Occaſion at this Time to inſtitute! _ 
the Lord's Supper, as we find by St. Ma- 
= Zhbewand Mark's Account. 
| were eating (that is to ſay, ſometime be- 


And as they: 


fore they aroſe from Supper) Jeſus + 
Bread, 2 bleſſed it [or gave thanks] and 
Fxate it, and gave it to the. Diſciples, and 

3 Take, eat, this is my N (which is, 
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— 


given 
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given for you, adds St. Luke) (which is broke! 
en for you, according to St. Pay!) let u, 
conſider each of theſe Particulars diſtinctꝰꝰꝰë 
ly, before we go any fartler. 
I. Jeſus took Bread. Even here he 


„ 
C - 
'S 

iy + 


_ 
Solemnity begins; Jeſus [took Bread, not i 
as at ordinar 7 Meals, for common} Uſe * "ll | 
but He ſolemnly. took, and ſet alide f 
much Bread as might be ſufficient; ſepa- 
rating it from common Uſe, for this E=. 
culiar ſacred Uſe: elſe, Why is this Cir-: 8 
cumſtance particularly taken notice of: © "i 
here by all the ſacred Hiſtorians, He had 
taken Bread, and made uſe of it, even a4. 
Religious Uſe of it, no doubt before at tho. 
Paſſover Supper: but this was to be ſet a? 
part and imploy'd to a Religious Purpoſe 
very diſtinct from that, and diſcriminate d, 
from what had been us'd in the Paſſover; 
Supper, as well as upon. Common Occa -. 
ſions of eating to ſatisfy Hunger, and re 
freſh Nature ; which ſolemn, diſtinct, x&ẽ˖α 
Bread, and Wine, is a neceflary Cireum :. 
ſtance in the right celebrating of the Le 
Supper; As will appear from the Apoſtles 
correcting of the Norintbian Errour in ad: 
miniſtring this Ordinance. In this verx 
Circumſtance therefore, the eee — 
25 began, 


2 , 


3 n to diſtinguiſn and ſet apart 

all other Bread, to be devoted to a pe- 

= culiar Holy Uſe. * took Bread, and 

= Having ſo done, 

„ Bleſſed it, or He Bleſſed, for Lil: 

is added by our Tranſlators : in the Origi- 
nal it ia thus; Feſus taking Bread, and 


gg c. We might as well fupply the 
Word [God] as any ching elſe; and render 
it Bleſſing God, which comes to the very. 
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- (Blefſing) the latter, however, may very 
well be allow'd of; ſince St. Mart ufes it, 


thing ; viz. a ſolemn Addreſs to God ſuit» 
© #oble to tbe Occaſion: ſuch a one our Saviour 
EF. offer'd up; thereby till further diſtinguiſh- 
pg this, from any other Bread; aſſigning 
it to this peculiar uſe; as it was 
Iy the Cuſtom among the Jeu, at their 
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i | 5 a Famil. y diſtinctly to bleſs the Unieavened 


lt! * 5 WWWotd be the ſame, by which his uſual 
e bleſſing on their ordinary Food, is 


bleſſing brake, and gave to the Diſciples, and 


= fame with giving Thanks, in St. Luke and- 
| Paul's account :- nay-many Copies of St. 
= — Maithe's Goſpel have due, as (giving 

a thanks ) uy this Place inſtead of $vaoyioas. 


and they both denote one and the ſame- 


particular- | 
Pajthal Supper, for the Maſter of the 
© Bread, and the Wine, And though the 


elewhere, 


Ordinance 3 both then, and afterward, 


| whatſoever. 
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elſewhere denoted, Afauub. xv. 36. yet we 
have ſufficient Reaſon to conelude, there 
was ſomething in this Bleſſing or giving 1 , 
Thanks peculiarly adopted, and fuitable' 3 
to this Occaſion; which might diſtinguiſh 
this, from the common Rites of the Paſſe 

over Supper; and from all other Supper, 
or Meals; and tad the Diſciples to ob- 

ſerve the proper Uſe, and Purpoſe of the 


when they ſhould adminiſter it to others; 
and to difcriminate, or put a juſt Difference 3 
betwixt the Bread, thus broken, and di- 
ſtributed for this Purpoſe, any other 


3. He brake the Bread. This He did 
in order to diſtribute it among his Di... 
ciplesz to each a Part, which was like- 
wiſe his method, for the ſame Reaſon, up=-' * i 
on leſs ſolemn Occaſions: As, for Inſtance, 7 
when He treated his Diſciples, and a grea' 


* 


Loaves and Fiſhes, Matth. xiv. and M . 

Bur here, He evidently appears (by his 
own Expreſſions y to be conſider d pre. 
ſently) to have alſo another, and more 
eminent View in his breaking” ibis Bread: 3 
viz, that it might better repreſent his ##0- 


3 e Aue „ 


12 which came down from Heaven, as ic 
is called Jobn vi. 48 —51.. and which was, 
at this Lime, very ſpeedily to be broken. 
upon the Cra. 

4. Ile gave of, this Lol: Bread 10 = 
Died les, "a they might partake, or eat 
of it; but, withal, that by this Action- 
Wer be repreſented the giving of himſelf _ 
far them, and all Believers, Luke xxii. 
19. This is my Body, which is * for ** | 
E far i in the next Place, 

g. He directed them A to do with, 
this ſeparated, conſecrated, broken, given 
Bread. Toke, Eat. And no doubt the 
ſolemn Manner of his performing all the; 
foremention'd Actions, as well as of his 
daeelivering theſe, and the following Words, 
= were an apparent Intimation, that they 
| . muſt receive, and eat this Bread; not as. 
= common, but as ſacred Bread; im a ſolemn, 
Manner; ſuch as became the Nature, and. 
e of this ſacred Inſtitution. And _ == 
x hem having proceeded thus far.... 
5. Laſtly, He explains to them the 
3 A | Nature 3 Deſign of all, in theſe few. 

Words; Thi is my Body, which is broken 
= for you, (according to . Paul) which is 
given for you, (according to St. Luke) ie. 

This Breaking: * giving o this eee 
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Bread. 


be. e Loxbꝰ's SveÞen;+ 


the breaking and giving of my Body fo 


or the Son of Man's giving bis Life a Nas. - 
Matth. xx. 28. for (as it has 
been objected againſt the Popiſh Doctrine 
of Tranſubſt antiation) uro (this) being of 
the Meuter Gender, cannot well refer to ae. 


ſom for many, 


(Bread) which is of the Maſculine; but 


ſeems rather to refer to the Whole Action 1 
of breaking, and giving the conſecrated 1 
Know there are an Inſtance” or 
to produc'd out of Sophocles, the famous 

Greek Tragedian, in favour of the former: 


where eie is us'd with referrence to the 


1 Maſeu ine and feminine. Antecedents au. 
: but I don't findany ſuch Inſtance 
brought out of the ſacred Writings to 2 7 =_ 


and Yui : 


port this, whereas there may for the 62 


ther Reference: as Jobn viii. 40. Te ferk | 2 E 


to kill a Man who hath told you the truth 
25 ' (this) did not Probl” where #76 


cannot refer to 4anvae. (truth) imme 2 
ately preceeding it; but to the foremen= .. 


ton'd Action, /zek 10 kill. As for the Abr. 


ker Word lie This [is] my. Body; 4 great 
Variety of Inſtances have ber de -Y 2 
£7000 ant Writers, of the feurative t 4 _—_ 


Preda in this ſolemn Manner, 7 7 3 


Hebrew, and Gree .or r expreſ'd in he. 0 | 
baths}: gh 


rurr Ae 


it undoubtedly means to gif. or repreſent, 
and no more. To mention but one or 


IJ e three Da 45 i. E. repreſent three Days. 


Me are 


ſeven Tears, Dan. viii. 21. the 


' +Great Horn is the firſt King. So in the 
New Teſtament, 24atth. xiii. 38. The 
 Fieldis the World. The good ſeed are the 
Children of the King - uh The Tares are 
= abe Children of the i one. And St. 
W - Paul, making a Compariſon betwixt the 
= ſpiritual Meat, and Drink of the antient 
Jens, and that of Chriſtians in the Lord's 
1 | Supper : z ſays of the Rock, which tollow'd 
= the Tue through the Wilderneſs, 1 
Por. x. 4. That Rock was Cbriſt. Yea, to 
= come cloſer yet, our Saviour ſays of the 
= ther Part of this Ordinance itſelf, | 1 Cor. 
i. 25. this Cup is the New Covenant in my 
= Blood, He muſt mean, repreſents, the 
New Covenant, &c, And there can be no 
'4 room to doubt whether {is] has the ſame 
Sence in this Place with any Perſon, who 
Vill exetciſe either his Reaſon or his Senſes. 
- This is my Body q. d. behold my Body: 


© for 


5 Greek, and other Languages: and where 


two, Gen. xl. 12, 18. the three Branches 
So the three Baſkets, &c. xli. 26. the ſeven 
wough Coal is the King of Gretia, and the 


2 . ſhall my body be broken and given 
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in the next Chapter. 
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« for you.” And, as if it ſhould be faid 


te us, when we attend this Ordinance; 
thus was the Body ef Chriſt broken and 
given for you, and all Believers.” For as 


the Body of the Lord Jeſus is fignify*d to 
be broken, and given for Believers in ge- 
neral, by the Breaking, and giving ef 
Bread in this Holy Ordinance: ſo is it 


moſt naturally and emphatically ſignifſd 
to be broken, and given for every parti- 


cular Believer, who partakes of this'Qrdi- 


nance, by his actual taking, and eating of 


this Bread. His Union, and Relation to 
Chriſt, as a member of his N the 
od in 


Church, and, Fries. a ta 


Chriſt is.ſignify*d by this; as will beſhewn 


we find in theſe Accounts» that 


Took the Cup, after the ſame. Manner, lays 


St. Paul, 1. e. after the ſame ſolemn diſ- 


criminating Manner, He took the Cap 


alſo, as He had taken the Bread: and © 


gave-thanks, or having given thanks, gave 
# to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it: and 


St. Mark obſerves they did all drink of it, 
which ĩs all ſufficiently 


n lain, and eaſy to; 
be underſtood; eſpecially after what has 
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leſſed Saviour, in the next Place, | 


and 


7 » 
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and Directions of our Lord in adminiſtring 
the other Part of chis Ordinance. 
therefore only conſider here the Explana- 
tion our Lord himſelf gives of this Part 
Hf the Ordinance. For F (adds He) 1b is 


. my Blood of. the New Covenant, ich i 


ed for many for the remiſſion of | ſins : Or, 


- This repreſents my. Blood, even the Blood of 


the Net Covenant. To 751 iu Aue, 73 Ths Kal 
vs; Hrabixne. The repetition of the Greek 
Article, 73; tenders this repetition of the 
Word Blood, in the Engliſh, more expreſ- 
Hive of the Senſe of the Original: St. Luke, 


and Paul have it this Cup 16 [repreſents] ; 


the New Covenant in my. 'Blood.*. But 25 
Senſe comes all' to one. Chriſt-s Bloo 

even the Blood, or or which 1 is the Blood; of 
the New Covenant: and the New. Cove: 


nänt in Chriſt's Blood, which is ſhed For 


many, is the very ſame thing in theſe Ac 
- ed of the Inſtitution of the Lord's Sup- 
= I make no ſcruple of rendring ala- 


au f 


den Covenant and can't but think it b 1 0 | 


ſo to be 'render'd' throughout the 
Teſtament (the Title Page not excep 
There is but One Place where this Seh 


EL. 


the Word" cag well Pe ee viz 12 
the ninth Chapter to the Hebres. And 4 


late v. | Jexrned: Writer on War 2 


ery 


T ſhall 
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; that S1 fication of a Covenant 3 and not 
64 . N 3 if we regard the true 

ign, — Drift f the Author in that 
Place 3 and rightly tranſlate the whole 
Paſſage ; ' notwithſtanding the ſeeming 
I Apreks of the other rendring to what is 
chere ſaid of it, as it ſtands in our preſent 


Tranſlation. But ſuppoſing it ſhould 


7 1 peculiar ſenſe, that is but a weak Argu- 


I Wit is evidently much more agreeable to the 
en. of the Place, to render it Covenant. 
The New Covenant, here ſpoken of, 
I Jexpreſſeth the Method in which the Bleſ- 
J Cod is reconcil'd to penitent Brlievitm 
ſe vrough! Jeſus Chriſt; forgiving them their 
3 Freſpaſſes. The Condition of God's Deal- 
ing with Mankind according to the Ten- 
4 | of 'this moſt 
e Deatb, and Sacrifice | of Chriſt, : the 
Lamb of God: Though chis Covenant was 


| ede 


truly Religious 


ious under former Diſpen- 


1 in yet back it not its full force til 


Cbriſ nad dy*d:s Heb. Int . "yp 2 


w* > FW Ar} 50S. 
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| bas Deus that even u. ie: TOY have 1 
al 


n that one Place ſignify a Tefamem, in 4 \ 


L ment hy we ſhould render it ſo, where 


gracious Covenant, _ 25 


eee for che Encouragement. 4 
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, % Peirce's Paraphrole and notes uron the Place, 1 
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5 n the Death of M Papier 

_ _ dlndetromof bis Death, 

| tang 9 inert hefe bur; ig, hh Open, 

it is very „ ro 057" the more ariſi- 
anders careful 
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his prer inis "Blood wag = nl 


Fed, ſealod, and uhaiterkhly 
The Bladd of 
tion of this 8 


nan; the Nem Covenant in bis Blnad t and 
Ah Cup, which repre 
Chriſt, ſned for Ihis 5 urpoſe. mult there» 

__ fore.likewiſe 
Iiir Believe 


ſin nero, for that is here ſuppos d) 4645 


iatory f N 
omes of: — — 
am &cc. (che leaf ets Critteiſm 
upon the Place above, teſerr di ti c tov 


- /Phis:fhewsithe 


= 
before God/by our Great High Peſt in 
Heaven ; bis Covenant of /Ghace: Was: Ati 
[ confiran's, - 
Chriſt, which, . Inſtica- 
* to ſbed. 
—— 5 


upper, He __ 
and has now fhed for many fbr 


ſion of Sins 3 may therefore welt De Se 


ihe Bload of tbe Coutnant; and bat Cove- 


ts" the Blood ef 


repreſent this Gruidnaw's a 
pantaling of it; hi Part in ibis 
Salvation; his 1. tle ico. the) Plein, und 


Benefits:of it; and his Obligation, of Conſe- 
* "os the Duties it requires on his 


SH fs oo rh Yor! fern 2 , 


72 2007; 9 

ers th eee 1 

rap, 85 and fo Chrift is Tait” to die forall, 

to give himſelf a Ranſdim ſot ar; vet 

they are only Believers, ot Profeffors” of 

the Christian Religion, "Wha! . Rand * 
190 


| zP in," this Covenant,” "Our 

| ins CORE ligion, or —_— 
. , > Into this Coven 3 
: with Water . f 4 = 
; | an, got 1 0. 2 
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ö aw nigh to King 
p 2 A btiſt ; oF Ry. all nl 
10 Means "of Sititification, a "Salvation. A 


And, ik in the. Uſe of theſe appointed; 
= Mins, we are'ttuly 7 penitene for! all our 
Fs, fincerely” endeavour to..turn* from... 
| them, and lead holy Lifes ; through” the 
. Spirit mortify ing the of the Body, 


N 
1 
5 
v4 
* 4 T's 
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— 7 


_ our Lives IE we 


; and walking not after the; ker bat et 
ter the 8 pirit; has dere in unto 


all moſt certainly 
enjoy the Forgivneſs ef gur Sins, the Fa- 
our of God, n 745 18 85 
5 This Covenant betwixt 9 and Belie- 
Vers, ſolemnly N by the Sacrifice of 
| the Son of Gol of 88 Ar 85 5 
o 


flowin ben it to 3 is: fignify?d 
and og forth in his 1 15 YE 
Lord'sSupper-: for I canp 6 N la this Head 
with a better Remark, tha hat which St. 
Paul made, upon a Recical of the Inſtitu- 
tion of the Lord's Sup OT t. it is th : 
true Nature, and Delign 12 this Ordinance, 
to ſhew E fi nity, or or figure gut 
Chriſt's Death, 7. Xi. 26. Fords. Mien 
4 ye eat this Bread, and drink this. C C 
ſew "the Lord's Death till be come. Fe or 
What Purpoſe. this is to be done, ar 
Signs and Tokens of Chriſt's I Path. are 
to be exhibited, from time to time, will 
dome under Conſideration preſen: Hy z and 
better Re, when we ſhall. have con- 
Kder'd, what was propos 2 to be e 
in che next Place, vis. os 
Gon i ein eie 
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1 Men eee. — . 
ted; eontitiu*d Obſervance of this Holy” j 
Ordinance in his Church, Luke xxin rg, 
This do in remembrance of ne: and St. Pau 
gives it us twite over, witk reſpeR both to. 
the Breud, and the Wine. For the Cor ini bi- 
ans, by not celebrating this Ordinance in- 
ſuch a manner, as to make it à proper 
Memorial of Chriſt, had, as it were, foſt 
the true Ordinance of the Lords Supper- ty 
from amongſt them; and might, in a 
Senſe, be ſaid not fo eat the Lord Su 1 
at ally as St. Paul ſuggeſts to them, 1 
xi. 20. by which means it came to- dals 


that (whatever they thought of the Matter)+ ,. j 


this Command of Chriſt was not really ful- 
fill'd by them; therefore is the Apoltle Wo 
particular i in inculcating this Command on 
them. This do in remembrance of me. Ay. 
again, this do ye, as oft 45 ye drink. ie 
remembrance of me. Tan: 1TH 
The other Command of our Seri ton 
his Diſeiples; take, eat; and with re 
to the Cup; drink ye all * it ; may . 
thought to reſer to that preſen e 
of Time. But this Command, I am no-] 
conſidering, muſt intend the repeated, ſta- 
ted, - continu'd Obſervance of it in the 
Church, Ow World's End; as is evi- 
Wo dent, 


And ſet on ſoot in Tho Gentile Churches, his 


Nature and deſgn ol it; This do in ee, 
France of me. Eis & ih, dre prnotry. WRIS 


= - it lands connected with this Ordinance, or 
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dent, at firſt; Views. frem St. Tan A 
countiot.our Saviour's: Werds on this C 
Alion; and the Remark, that. Apoſtle. 
himſelf. makes thereupon, in che Verde tol- 
ing, 1 Car. xi. 25, 26, as well as from 
the apparent Practice ot the A poſtles, and 


_ all the firſt Ohriſtiaas, — — there 


upon. And in that, among the Juſtruſti- 
an St. Paul receiv d by immediate Revelati- 
on from. Chriſt; concerning the Doctrine, 
 Worlhip, and Diſcipline He was to teach 


peculiar Charge, #his. Inſtitution. this Rule,. 
and. Precept for the celebration ot che Lord's. 
| Supper, was: Not: omitted. FA! 1345" e 289 3 
Ad ia this Precept, for the continu? 

QAblethance of this O ance, our Bleſſed 
Saviour ſees good to let us farther into 


rather ſignifies (as it is in the, Margin 6 
our Bibles). far a Remembrance s or 22 4 
Memorial of mt. And this Expreſſion. Us 


with this ' Repreſentation. of gur * s. 
Death, and Sufferings for us; and the 
Believers Union to, and Intereſt in him. 
and in the Covenant of me. confiem'd,.; 
and ratfy'd hy hu Death, muſt mean A 
5 u 5 | * 
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Ae of allwhele- Things, 25: Well as 
of the Perſon of: the Fafhs. ps. O79 0 
But it m ükewür be enquir d, to 
whom, or with reſpect to whom; as well 
as of whom; or of what. this a Memort-' 
al? Anda late learned Writer has ſhewn,.” 


that; at leaſt che principal Deſign of our. 


da vidur in this Expr ſſſon is, that this ſhould 
be done for a Memorial of him, &. before 
God. i. e. to put God in mind (as it were} 
of the Death and Sufferings-of Chriſt, and” 
the Covenant He has 0 with Believers. 
by means of this moſt acceptable Sacrifice; 
wich referonee to the appointed Memori- 
als under the Law, which were to put God 
in Mind of his People, and Bis Covenant 


with them. And the ſame Author has oh- 
| ſerv'd, that this Expreſſion, 6:5 A,j‚˙y 


ually us'd by the Seventy in this 
8 T is the 3 the Hiebfer 
word d tute Titles of the xxxviit.” 
and xx. Pſalms ; which our Tranſlation” 
renders 20 bring to remembrance : and the 
Contents of both theſe Pſalms ſhew, that 
the Deſign of them is, to put God in mind 
of the Plalmiſt's Troubles, and Afflictions. 
Deſides, he obſerves, our Saviour ſeems 
to have borrowed the Expreſſion from the 
r W/O Service; r 
a A 4255 4. 


| In this Senſe. See Tevite XXiv. bs Menke. 


= : lag , ated _-_ 
— _ a) 
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ode oli a 


5 although nothing is more common with 
ps atem, in their Apologies, than to deny 


„ ſwers) we offer indeed, but we make a 


CL as then offered, and cannot be con- 


<4 a: hg i; of Ae. We do not, as 
6; 9 x 


33 


9, 10. and He thinks, with very great 
Probability, That this: Dupfideration, the. 
that the Remembrance to be made of 
«Chriſt in the Lord's Supper chiefly re- 
ſpected God himſelf, was one great Rea- 
ſon why the Antient Chriſtians ſo often 

< ſpake of the Lord's Supper as a Sacrifice ; 


ey. offered any proper Sacriſices. Very 

pertinent to this Purpoſe is that Paſſage 
< of Cbryſoſtom, AN 3 he had 
been diſcourſing of the frequent Repe- 
tition of the ſame Sacrifices under the 
Law: and, upon that Occaſion, ſtarts 
< this Obje&ion „And what, do not 
« Sve alſo daily offer? (to which he an- 


* 


Remembrance f bis Death. (And a 
little after) he is our High Prieſt, Who 
2. el the Sacrifice, : which cleanſeth 
us. That Sacrifice we now offer, which 


1 ou 


, ſumed. This is done for. 4 Remem- 
4e brance. of what was then done ; for do 
<. this, lays he, far 4 Remembrance (or 


d. whe aue 9 


4 


= 


= 
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| the Li's r * :% 
« thay 1 Nen the ſame bacrifie,, or | | 


_ «« Father, tbe 'Remembraute of « 4 e, | 


See Chry/o/t.” Hom. xvii, in Heb.. 

The "great Deſign of our Saviour, aa 
therefore, in this Thunttion ſeems to 5 
that "Chriſtians, or Chriſtian Societies 
„ in {heir holy Convocations, or 
in Afemblings' of themſelves toge- - 
cher for the joint Worthip of God in the 
Name of Chriſt, ' preſent before God this 

appointed Memoria! of that moſt actep- 
Able Sacrifice, which his beloved Son once 
offered up 15 himſelf for them; and by 


Vertoe ef which, they hold all tbeif GG.. 
ſpel Priviledg =_ 


s; have their. Acces o 
the Great God,. as his C Bilden; and alt 
their Hopes i in him, and from bln. For 
as the eu were. ever to diam et 10 


God in his, more publick, "folemn Ser. 


vices, 


with FJateiſces and offeritigs : and- . 


then future Sacrifice of Cbriſt the Lamb of, 
Cod: So this great Sacrifice being attugl 
offered. up for all Mankind, to. N 
near to God; it is highly, pr we. 
ſhould draw nigh to him in his able 


Service, from time to time, with ome” 


Sort of Memorial or Repreſent ation: of that: 
molt” N ad. + by Vertu orc 
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theſe 'Sacrifices'\ were. lignificative* of the f 
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'._ diator? And as, under the Law, he that. 
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wbich we N to 0 be e, of. Godt. 
And what can be a more proper, or be- 0 
coming Acknowledgment, upon all ſuch: | 
.. Occalions, before God, cls, and 
Men, that we make not theſe. A RATIONS 
to the Divine Being, as bun but 48. 
uli) Creatures; who, have deſer vd to. 
The ts bat have all our Hope pes from. his. 
Mercy in, and through. a N Me- 


| brought an Offering or Sacrifice to, be of- 

feed before the Lord, ſigniſied his Pakt, 
and Intefeſt in that-Sacrifice,. by artak-/ 
*"* "mf got. It: 3 ſo. it ſeems. very requi te Wer 
a ſhould have. 880 whereby to 915 


our Part; in this great Sacrifice, "whie has. 
been ſlain for us, and which our Great gh; 
Frieſt 1 for us beings, Gg in Hea- 
ven while we are preſenting the a Point 
ed Memorial hereof befor 2 31 55 his. 
Femples here below. E ſor that Purpoſes, 
ard's Supper ſeems to have. been in- 
ſtrated, that we Chriſtians: might yo; 
ſomething.to- preſent before God in our 
ſolemn pub 50 * Yo him, 4 
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e or das Fart in this, great. 
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dim, and acquire ſuch Diſpoſſtions and: 
Regards, and. ſuch, a Temper ß Ming: 
towards bim, as fits us to receive, he 
eſfings we * in need of: — 
by our r doing this for a: Memorial of "Chriſt 
Cad, we are in the way of receiving 
avour from him; and As to exercile- 


rcies, and Favours; ag well as, in The- 
very Exerciſe of them, afford us ſtrong: 
Conſolation. Nor is it poſſible, but A: 
nt, and e on this- 


ed, Ordin ance mult tend very 1 


and very naturally, to keep up as: 3 0 
warm, affecting, . thankful. Remembrazce » 
of Chriſt, and his dying: Love upon. 9h I 
Hearts ;. as likewiſe. in 2 and 
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s the world; Which have been the moft 
uſual Accounts of the Ranzmibronce to be 
made of "Chriſt in this Ordinance ; and 
may be taken into the Account T have gi- 
ven, as occaſional, qr conſequential } Inten- 
tions of this Solemnity, though (it may 

be) not the Principal! For when {as ( 
himſelf anciently ſuppoſed concerning the 
FZewiſh Paſſover) our Children ſhall en- 
quite, bai mean "ye by this Service? It 
= muſt give us an agreeable Opportunity of 
= _relling them the wondrous Srofy of our 
1 . and his Sufferings; and the 
we whole Method of our Salvation by 
= Him; and propagating” the Knowledge 
= Merc to the lateſt Poſterit . 
— 8 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt inſtitute. , and 
1 appointed the ſtated Obſervance of the 
Tord Supper in his Church; Kin erein he 
requires Chriftians folemnly to "receive 
| eat, and drink together of — . 
broken, given, Bread, and Wine, for a 
Amorial before God of the Death, and 
Sufferings of his Son, Jeſus Chriſt; the 
Covenant thereby ratified betwixt him, 
and Believers; and, particularly, the 
; — Part i 1 7 the fame ; as. a 
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Inſtitution, de ſign'd this Ordinance for a 


Religious Service, to be ſtatediy repeated 
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ngly intimate that this 


e 2 bear there, ' be Divijons, among 5 
225 > wh en. 0 fe r Gr therefore Ito 4 
ne Place, it is not io eat the: Lord's Supp er, 
4 2. 1 will not, allow it this App 8% Is 
it does not prove ſo; though it out be. 
ſo, and you deſign it ſo: The Reaſon fol- 
2 whereby it appears evident, that 
they did ſomething under that Notion, 
er they came together in the 
Church. Fur #1 eating every one, Ec. See 
all that follows in that Chapter. oa 
From what has been faid 1. "infer bow. | 


* ever in the next Place, 
E og That the celebrating of. the Lord's 


i N ever to be eſteemd 

ptincipal,” and 'eflentat” 
"Part or C eee 77 th be p blick Ser- 
vide. oft e Day. a * 1 T may f 
argued, 1 144 * ISS we, © 2 8 44 _ 
#4 From what has been 3 ut now i nti- 
mated under the foregoing Inference. That 
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TH ſolemit Publick Worſhip of Gg it 
be woch proper Service," or Fart of 4 
C ͤ Days 10 In 
(Z,) From the joint, concarrineDbd 
of this Day, and this Ordinance: whiehvare 
our joyful; thankfal, religious Remems 
brance of Chriſt; and of our Redemp- 
tion by him, compleated, as it were; on | 
that Day, by his Reſurrection from the. 
Dead; and our making Uſe of the Pri- „ 
vilege we enjoy by Vertue of his Death, 2 
viz, a Liberty of drawing nigh to God. 
in the Aſſemblies of his People, as to 
gracious, Propitious, 'reconcil'd God, 
and Father in Chriſt. Now, if the Lord's. 
Day be a ſacred Feſtival, da be obſery'd - 
in. thankful Commemoration of our Re- 
demption, and Reconeiliation to God 3 
the Sacrifice 'of Chriſt; and to be em- 4 
ploy'd'; in the moſt olemn weed ee M 
moſt gracious God. ; And the Lord's qu 
per be a ſacred Feaſt upon the Sacrifice 
of Chriſt, to commemorate the ſame 
before God; and in the Church, and td 
ſignify our Part therein, and nk 
our Right by the Covenant of Grace to 
God in ſuch a ſalemm and -fidactal — 
Manner; ig je OY OH Proper; an . i 
eaſonable” that” th Lord, s ag the 
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| naenceevery Lord's Day in ord) are, 
I think, the fame, 
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ather'* And let me add, 


0 be N, be „ Obligations, 


our obſerving ibe 
Enrd's Dey itself. TO a let us 
compare them. YEP © CY 

Phe Reaſons. for our obſerving the 
Lor#s day are: God has anciently 2 
fied chat He ren one — fever 
ſetapart for our ſtated, and more imme 
_— Service of ee under the 

ofpel/: a 3 Apaſtles, and 
firſt Chriſtians, who had the Mind of: 
Chriſt, obſerv d be ſinſt day of the Week: 
as a religious: Feſtival, a1 Day of aſſem- 


bling themſelbes together for religious 


Purpoſes ; and, to Uiſtinguiſh it from all 


eber Da „call d it the Lord's day, Rev. 


L 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's. 
Dog. * Now have we not the like Rea- 
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or obſerving abe Lord's. Supper. every, 
Lord's. Bay Chat niticyied, and ap- 
— —— it to be done, e time, 
for a, Memorial of. a Fam Song 
wham. we Chriſtians Worſhip 
in whoſe. Name alone e are l to. 
gather ourſelves together 3 and is not th 9 
an Intimation chat ac 5k mould be done up- 
on all our more ſolemn Aſſemblings of 
ourſelves. together in his Name? And ac- 
cordingly, the A poſtles, and firſt Chriſti- 


ans, ho had che Mind of Cbriſt im this,, 


and every necdful Particular, and have, 
exhorted us to be Followers. of them as 
they were of Chriſt, 1 Core xi. 1, they 
EN this Ordinance, at leaſt, . er 


Lord's. Day in ordinary, and (which ig e 


more full to my purpoſe) eſteam d it a 
principal Service of h Day: as Agar 
from As xx. 7. and upon the Fir DA 
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or — whin the Dien can 
together o BREAK BRE AD, Paul * 
uno ben. 1 the having the Lords Supper 
on bi, Day, was, at this time, only ac- 
E cidental;* 45 would ſcarce have been ex- 
= prefe'd as it is; but rather, on à4 certain 
Day, ben de "Diſciples came together, \&c. 
= and ifthis had not been eſteertied by them 
= the principal Service of that Day, the 
Deſign of their meeting together then, 
would not have been denominated from it; 
= finice there were other Religious Services 
4 perform d, particularly Paul's preacbing; 
which; no doubt, muſt have been known 
3 | beforchind(He having been a Week upon 
= the Spot) and would, no doubt, have de- 
1 nonliaated the Occafion of the Aſſembly, 
it it bad not been a Stated ordinary ont; 
4 1 the Loris 9 the N Wen 2 


b- . But the Juſbrence I tend flom this Paſ. 
2 ſage in the 4s needs no ſtronger Confir- 
4 mation than the Continuance of this Prac- 
= tice (of having the” Corts Sap 25 every 
= Lords. 9 hrough ſeveral Centuries. 
4 of their celebrating this 
4 Gee three * a Week. On Wedn/- 
1 days... Pridays, and Lord's, Days, in his 


| Country, St. Auſtin ſays, in ſome Places, | ' 
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Wye Day paſſes in which it is not celebra- 


< tedz in; ſome. Places only on Saturday 
+ wad Lord Deg (1 oppo th as 22 
; Sabbath]; in — ace 


retain d a 

ee Le 

< Day: Frobabl y, in che mention- 
ed Places, that was the only Day of the 
Week on which they met for Religious 4 4 
Vinrthig: for. Arch+Biſhop Lillo has 
truly obſery d, that, for,ought appear: 1 
to the contrary, the AH, made it a 
* conſtant Part of their publick Wor j if | 
However Lord's Day was every. where th 
Principal Day for - celebrating this Ordi 
nance. And as all Churches then 
adminiſtred, . whatever. they had op 
Days (unleſs unavoidably hinder'd ns - 
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the Violence of Perſecutions or ſome very 
irgent Cauſe i J ſo, then every one, 
hat could, endeavoured to attend it; and 


there ſeems to have obtainꝰd in the Churches 
a peculiar Care, and Solicitouſneſs that 
on that Day every one ſhould partake of 
it. For Juſtin Martyr, Who gives a very 
Form Account of their Lord's. Day's, 
N „ lays, on the Day e 

ved. in the City, and in the Couns.. 

8 pl together (i. e. all who i + 


| ly could) a other Religious Ser- 
view, © 


vids! on He mentions, He telb us, 
the" "Biſhop ben adminiſter d. the Lord's 
Supper e n W it By J Bac fo 
em who re abſent ViBorims Petavionen- 
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Practice ; and yet r no Attemprs made y 
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| 3 : ny Primitive "Chriſtians; and repreſent it as 


a 5 might Ike wie ue notice, cler our 
Bleſſed Saviour gave Commandment to the 
5 Shürches by St. Paul, t Cor. xi. 25. that 
they moulq do this as oft as they did it, in 
5 Rear of him. Which Direction, 
_ though the Apoſtle there applies it to the 
Cormthiats per was given him, no 
doubt, for all the Churches in general; Now 
th Direktion being given to St. Paul after 
the Cuſtom was ſetiled in all the Churches, 
whith” were 1 of celebrating 
the Lors Supper, ii ordinary, ev 
Eord Day, if not oftner; It ſeems,” at leaf 
rzeitly, to approve ; and confirm” their ry 
frequext Obſervation of this Ordinance, at 
the fame titne chat it directs ever to do it 
in a Tight Lanner, Ke to' eee the 
Ren mii: 07 HH 0 

The Reaſon why 1 mention this as the 
Ordinary Practice of the * Apoſtles, and 


»- £8 55 hnjhry my fant fd le ew ea ns 


oor Duty in Oidmary to have the Lord's 
Supper öbſer xd every Lord's Day, is, be- 
cauſe ſometiteg they might / be prevented; 
or we (both particular Ferſons and whole 
Societies) may be prevented, not only 
from having this Ordinance adminiſtred, 
but alſo from the Publick Obſervance of 
the Lord's Day itſelf, in the Manner we 
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ſhould cakes think ourſelves oblig'd to 
do it; but this is no Reaſon why we ſhould - 
ordinarily omit either the one, or the o- 
| ther, when there are none of thoſe just if 
able Impediments to prevent it. ; 
All the Nations in the World have from 
the moſt antient Time had their Sacrifices. 
How they came into that Practice is not 
material toenquire ; but tis certain, nothing 
ſits more eaſy on the ame than 
the Apprehenſion of ſome Miemem for 
the Faults of which it is conſcious. That 
Sacrifice which Chriſt once offer*d of him- 
ſelf for the Sins of the World (of which all 
the others were no more than Images, or 
Figures) has given perfect Eaſe to the hu- 
man Mind; and if it was not owing to a 
perſuaſion of the Merit of this, we have 
Reaſon to think we ſhould at this Day have 
had Altars reeking with Gore, or  ſmoaking . 
with Incenſe. For without ſome Propitia- 
tion for the Offences committed, Men 
Eg would not have been eaſy under the A p- 
prehenſion of the Divine Vengeance, or 
happy in the Proſpect ofa future Immorta- 
lity. It is not therefore among the leaſt Ad- 
Nvantages we have from our Religion, that 
it has baniſh'd from our Aſſemblies all theſe 
cruel . bloody Rites. And * leſs 
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5 A" Scripture Actoumt of 
_ "ea be expected from us, or give us more 
Conſolation, than that we ſhould have 2 
Feaſt uponthat Sacrifice every Time we meet 
together to Worſhip God Almighty. The 
Jeus had, every ſebenth Day, a ertraor. 
dinary Oblation, and all that is infiſted on is 
the Chriſtian Commemoration of that, i 
lam not inſenſible of the extream Dit 
Kculty of petting any corrupt Practices 
rectify' dien Cuſtom has once eſtabliſh. 
ed them: pet cannot emit on this Occa- 
lion laying this Matter before the Reader; 
and inviting thoſe who ſhall think this 
mall Tra# worth their Peruſal, ſeriouſly 
to conſider of it. And what more can 2 
fingle Perſon do towards rectify ing ſuch an 
Abuſe, till others ſhall ſee Rea ſon to come 
into the ſame Defign ? Nor ſhall the Un- 
likelihood of Succeſs in the Cauſe of Truib, 
and Primftive Chriſtianity, diſcourage me 
from attacking another fad Inſtance of the i 
preſent prevailing Neglect of the Lordi 
Jupper; among us, viz. the Smallneſs of 144 
Numbers of thoſe Profeſſors of Chriſtia-ſ 
nity, who ever frequent this Holy Ordi- 


— 


. 


.nance when it is adminiſter d. Which 


ſhall be the Work of the next chapter. 
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Chapter of be firſt Epiſile to the 
Corinthians confider'd, uith a. View 
farther to illuſtrate the Deſign, and 
Intention ' of this Holy Ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper; and to ſhew Who 
| Fs to be Partakers of it, 


| 1 Cor. x, 16, x ©. 
The Fr of Bleſſing, which we its. 3 18 
it not the Communion of the Blood of 
Chriſt? ? the Bread, which we break, is 
it not the Communion of the Body of 
Chriſt? For we being many, are one 
Bread, and one Body, for we are all 
Partakers of- that one Bread. 


1 HE A poſtle is in this Placedifluading 
the Corinthian Chriſtians from a Com- 
munication with Idolaters in their publicek 


Feaſts upon the Idol Sacrifices, as will plainly © 


appear upon a Peruſal of the Chapter. He 


had been ſhewing them, in the foregoing 
Part of the Chapter, from the Example af 
the ation Iſraelites, who fell under the 


C 2 "fore 


— 
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lore Diſpleaſure of God for their provok- 


_ outward Profeſſion of their Intereſt in him, 


- Corinthian Chriſtians] Profeſſion of Chriſti- 
anity, and Attendance on the Chriſtian 
Inſtitutions, would not ſecure them from 
the Wrath of a Jealous God, if they pro- 
vok'd him by an inconſiſtent. Behaviour. 


them, that their Partaking of the Idol 


ſiſtent with their Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, i 
and with the Pledges and ſacred Rites by | 


their Adherence thereunto ; particularly, 
their Partaking of the Lord's Table, or 


ſeems to ſtand thus, q. d. | 


or common Intereſt in the Blood of Chriſt, | 
the Blood of the Covenant; and conſe- 


\ 


ing Sins againſt him, notwithſtanding their 


and Adherence to him; that zheir [the 


Here at the 16th Verſe he proceeds to ſhew 


Sacrifices in the Idol Temples was incon- 
which they ſignify'd that Profeſſion, and 2 


Supper. For this he appeals to their own | 
ſober Reaſon, or perhaps, (as Mr. Locke 
conjectures) to their boaſted Wiſdom, and 
Fudement, ver. 15. I ſpeak as to Wiſe 
Men, Judge ye what I ſay. And his Ar- 
gument, which reaches to the 22d Verſe, 


The Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs in the 
Lord's Supper is a Sign of our Communion | 


quently, in that Covenant: (for the Queſti- i 
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on or appeal, 1s it not, &c. evidently im- 
plies a ſtrong and undeniable aſſertion of 
a thing they could not_but know, and ac- 2 
knowledge) the Bread which we break, and 1 
partake of conſtantly in our Chriſtian Aſ- | 
ſemblies at the Lord's Supper, is a pub 
lick Token of our Intereſt in the Body of 

Chriſt ſacrificed upon the Crofs ; and our 


N being Members of his Body the Church; = 
: of our being Chriſtians, thoſe who wor- 
1 ſhip the true God in and through the onyx X 


Mediator Chriſt Jefus, or in the way where- 
in He now requires to be worſhiped. For 
we being many are one Bread, and one Bo- 
dy; for we are all Partakers of that one 
Bread, i. e. How many ſoever we Chriſti 
ans are in Number, however ſcatter'd on 
the Face of the Earth; we are one, uni- 
ted, incorporated, diſtinct Society; ſepa- 
rated from all the Idolatrous, or Unbe- 
lieving World; and. cloſely united to 
Chriſt, and to one another, as Members 
of his Body, and Fellow Members one-to 
another: and this is ſignify*d from time to 
time, in that we are all conſtant Partakers 
of this one Bread adminiſter'd in the Lord's 
Supper. So under the Moſaick Diſpenſa- 
tion (ſee the following verſes) thoſe who 
cat of the Sacrifices, thereby ſignify*d 


4 ©: + -themſelves 7 
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themſelves to be Partakers of the Altar. 
So we all of us by partaking of this Repre- 
ſentation of the Great Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
or of this Feaſt upon the Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
fignify our belonging to that Altar, of 
which the Jewiſh one was but a Shadow: 
we ſignify our being of the Number of 
thoſe, who, as God's peculiar Covenant 
People, have a Goſpel Right and Liberty 
do draw nigh to God, and worſhip him 
55 gracious, propitious God, and Fa- 
ther in Chriſt; in ſhort, of the Number of 
the true God's true accepted Worſhipers. 
Butnow, how can your publick partaking of | 
the Idol Sacrifices in the Idol Temples from 
time to time be at all becoming or conſiſtent 
with the foremention'd Profeſſion you make 
of being Chriſtians? For though, I agreewith 
you, that the Idol is nothing, a mere ſenſe- 
leſs, harmleſs Stock, or Stone; and that 
what i is offer'd in Sacrifice to Idols too, is 
nothing; nothing more or in itſelf, bet- 
ter, or worſe than it was before; the "uy 
ſame innocent, wholeſome _ F Sat: 
you ſhould conſider, that what the Canes 
ſacrifice, they ſacrifice, not properly to 
thoſe Stocks and Stones, but really to 
Devils, or Demons, under thoſe Images: 


and your publick partaking with them in 
theſe 
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theſe Idolatrous Rites, is a Signification of 
your belonging to their Society z of your 
owning, and being in League, or Com- 
munion with Devils ; and which ever of 
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theſe Profeſſions be ſincere, or whether 


either of them, yet how can they conſiſt, 
| with one another? They are as oppoſite as 


Light, and Darkneſs: and I would not that 
ye, who profels to have ' fellowſhip with, 


1 the only living and true God, with the Fa- 


ther, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould 
have Fellowſhip, or profeſs Fellowſhip: | 
with Devils : No, ye cannot drink the Cup of 

the Lord, and the Cup of Devils, ye cannot 
be Partakers of the Lord's Table, and the 


Table of Devils; this is Spiritual Adultery ; 


and you provoke your Lord and Huſband 
to jealouſy by it; and are we ſtronger than 
He, that we ſhould dare to do ſo ? | 

The Apoſtle's Reaſoning here is evident, 
ly founded on theſe Principles : that 
Chriſtianity was directly oppoſite,” and 
contradictory to Idolatry, and Fellow- 
ſhip with the true God, and his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, inconſiſtent with Fellowſhip with 
Devils. That Partaking of the Lord's 
Supper, was a Signification, or proper De- 


claration of our Chriſtianity ; a Profeſſion 


of Fellowſhip with Chriſt, and his Church; 
| Tx and 


a 
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and Partaking of the Heathen Idolatrous 
Sacrifices, was a Signification, or Profeſ- 
ſion of Idolatry, or Fellowſhip with the 
Demons, which the Heathen Worſhiped. 
That the Idolatrous Heathens thus eſteem- 
ed a Perſon's joyning with them in their 
Idolatrous Rites, is plain, in that this was 
what they requir'd of thoſe they ſuſpected 
to have embrac'd Chriſtianity, or were 
deſirous to gain over from the Chriſtian 
Religion to Paganiſm. And that St. Paul 
thus eſteem'd Chriſtians partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, appears from this whole 
Paſſage, eſ pecially the 16thand 17th verſes; 
in the former of which, he as good as 
poſitively aſſerts, that the Cup of Bleſſing, 
which Chriſtians bleſs, he Bread, which 
they break in the Lord's Supper, is the 
Communion of the Body, and Blood of 
Chriſt; the common Medium or Token of 
their common Intereſt therein. And in 
the 17th* verſe he poſitively affirms, that 
all Chriſtians, to a Man, were Partakers 
of this Ordinance ; yea, and I think, his 
Expreſſion muſt neceſſarily imploy that 
they were ſtated, conſtant Partakers thereof. 
For their having been once, or formerly 
Partakers of this Ordinance, and conſe- 
quently Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, might 
| not 
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not have been inconſiſtent with their pre- 


ſent Profeſſion of Idolatry, and partaking 


of the idolatrous Rites; any more than 


their having once, or formerly been Par- 


takers of theſe, and profeſſing Idolatry, 
was inconſiſtent with their preſent Profeſſion 


of the Chriſtian Religion, when they had 
ſeen Reaſon to exchange the one for the o- 
ther: but the Inconſiſtency is in their pro- 


feſſing, or ſignify ing their Attachment to 
both theſe inconſiſtent, nee 9 
at the ſame time. 

There do I think therefore «ll evi- 
dently from this Paſſage theſe two Conſe- 
quences. 

I. That a ſtated, coiling: portehing 
of the Lord's Supper, is a principal, el- 
ſential Part, or Token of a Chriſtian's 


Profeſſion of his Chriſtanity, and of his 


Perſeverance therein. By Baptim we are 
at firſt publickly initiated into the Chriſtian 


Profeffion, Society, or Church; as Per- 


= ſons, and their Families were antiently 
initiated into the Fewi/h Religion, accord- 
ing to God's Appointment, by the Rite of 
Circumciſion ; and the Heathen had their 
peculiar Rites, or Forms of initiating into 
their ſeveral Idolatries. Some take the 
Chi Idrens Paſſing throvgh. the Fire to Mo- 
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loch, to be of this Nature. But it has 


1 


been no uncommon thing for Perſons, af- 


ter ſuch Initiation into any of thoſe Profeſ- 
ſions, to forſake, and go over from them 


to ſome other, or to profeſs'd Atheiſm, 
and No- Religion; or, by contradicting, 
and breaking the Rules of the Society, to 
be caſt out, and excluded the Communion, 


and Privileges of it. And many, who 
once were initiated into the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, have fallen away, and, either exclu- 


ded themſelves, or been excluded that 
Society, and its peculiar Privileges. 
Thoſe therefore, who perſevere, ſhould 


have ſomething whereby ſtatedly to ſigni- 


fy, before God and Men, their Perſeve- 
rance in the Chriſtian Profeſſion, and Fel- 


lowſhip: and to this Purpoſe the Lord's 


Supper ſeems to have been inſtituted, and 
made uſe of by the Apoſtles, and firſt 
Chriſtians ; both from the Paſſage under 
. Conſideration, and from the Account in 
the As of the Apoſtles, Chap. ii. ver. 
42. where it is recorded of the firſt Con- 
verts to Chriſtianity, after the Account 
of their Initiation by Baptiſm, that they 
. continu'd ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Dofrine, 
and Fellowſbip ; and in Breaking of Bread, 


and in Prayers, Yea, our Bleſſed Saviour 


himſelf 
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himſelf. ſays, Jobn vi. 56. He that eateth 
my Fleſh, and drintetb my Blood, wwe, RE- 
MAINETR, OF ABIDETH in me, and I in him; 
the ſame Word which he makes ule of, 
Chap, xv. 10. If ye keep my Commandments, 
ye ſhall amiDE in my love, even as 1 have 
kept my Father's Commandments, and ABIDE 
in his Leue: and the Vulgate a very antient 
Verſion, as alſo ſeveral antient and good 
MS. of the Greek Teſtament have the 

ſame Compariſon here in this 6th Chapter 
immediately after this 56th Verſe, As the. 
Father in me, Ci. e. abideth in me] and I in 
the Father, & c. 3 
It is diſputed, I confeſs, whether our 
Saviour have really any Reference in this 
Paſſage to the Lord's Supper. The Antients, 
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it is acknowledg' d by all, generally under- 
ſtood him ſo. The chief Objection I have 
met with againſt this Interpretation ,of 

theirs is, It ſuppoſes our Saviour to talkioa ůä ꝓFw 
Multitude of Captious Jews, concerning am, 
Ordinance, not yet inſtituted, of which it was 
1mnpaſſible for them to have, as yet, the leaſt 
Nation, He having himſelf never yet ſpoken 
of it, [that we any where find] for the .Si- 
lence of Scripture is no certain Proof he 
bad not, Now this Objection is with ine 

ot no force: (f.) Becauſe it appears more 
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han probable from, ver. 52. that 
they really had no Notion of what He 
meant. (2.) Becauſe other Inſtances may 
be brought to prove, it was no uncom- 
mon thing with our Saviour, even before 
Multitudes of Captious Jews, to ſpeak by 
way of Anticipation, of things which were 
not as yet; and by which there was little 
or no Likelihood {On many of his Hearers, | 
if any of them, ſhould underſtand what 
He meant; nor does it appear that any of 
them did at the Time of his ſpeaking of 
them. Much to this purpoſe is his Diſ- 
courſe to the Captious Jeus about his de- 
FHroying this Temple, and in three Days raiſ- 
ing it up again; which they miſngerſtood 
of their 7. emple, or Place of Worſhip ; nor 
did, even his Diſciples, underſtand any 
better till after his Reſurrection; when 
they call'd to mind what he had ſaid; and 
+ believed the Scriptures, and the Word which 
Jus had faid, John ii. 18—22. And this 
(like the Paſſage in Diſpute) in An- 
ſwer to the Jews requiring a Sign of him, 
 Fobn. vi. 30. ſo was that,  Matth. xii. 39, 
450. An evil and adulterous Generation ſeek- 
eib after a Sign; but there ſhall no Sign be 
given to it, but the Sign Pays Prophet Jonas; 
er as Jonas was three *. and lere Nights 
in 
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inthe Whale s Belly; fo ſhall the Son of, Man 
be three Days, and three Nights in the Heart 
of the Earth. Thus our Saviour ſpeaks dar- 
ly to Captious Fews, concerning the Gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt, Jobn vii. 38, 39. He 
tat believeth on me, as the Scripture bab 
| ſaid, out of his Belly ſhall. flow Rivers of 
Living Water. St. Jobe obſerves, but this 


 ſpake He of the Spirit, which they that believe 
on bim ſhould receive; for the Holy Ghoſt 1 
was not yet given, becauſe Jeſus was not yet | | 
glorify 1; intimating, that none of them 
then underſtood his Meaning: much leis, 

the Unbelieving Jews. So that perhaps 
nients were not ſo wrong in their In- 
retation of our Saviour's Words, in 
this 6th of Jobn, as ſome very learned 
Moderns ſuppoſe. But becauſe their In- 
terpretation of this Paſſage has ſuch great 


: Opponents among Modern Writers; I | 


- ſhall endeavour, in ſome Meaſure, to ſu 
rt it by a more particular Conſideration 

of the whole Paſſage, which may not be 

any impertinent Digreſſion in this Place: 


eſpecially, ſince I have, and may again in 
this Treatiſe refer to ſome Part or other 


of it, as Sd 091 the Lord's Supper. 
Our Saviour having mention'd the Meat 
which endureth unto everlaſting Life, in 
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Oppoſition to that which periſheth, and 


* 3 * 
* 
6. * 


recommended the former to thoſe Perſons 
who follow'd him only for Lucre of the 
latter, (ſee Jobn vi. 27. together with the 
whole preceding Part of the Chapter) ex- 
Horts them to believe in bim, as one ſent of 
God, ver. 29. They aſk him, ver. go. 
What Sign ſheweſt thou (or inſtituteſt thou 


aac) that we may. ſee, and believe : they 


ſeem to mean ſomething, which might be 


a conſtant Sign to them, like the daily 
Manna, Moeofes gave their Fathers from 
Heaven; which was a ſtanding Teſtimo- 

ny of his Miſſion: for they had ſeen our Sa- 

vViour work one Miracle, at leaſt, but the 
Day before: and could ſcarce intend here 
ſuch another ingle Miracle. Upon this our 

Saviour takes Occaſion to repreſent him- 
ſelf to them as the true Bread from Heaven, 
and far excelling that, which Moſes gave; 
for whereas, that Antient Manna only pre- 
ſerved Life, for a little while; this true 
Bread gives Eternal Life to the World: 

Ver. 32, 33. I is true, our Saviour 
ſeems himſe 


f to explain their Eating this 


true Bread, by their coming to him, and 
believing on him, ver. 35, 47. Which 
may be thought to favour the interpre- 
ting this. Bread of Chriſt's Dactrine only, 
e | nor 
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nor do I deny that it was uſual among the 
Jewiſb Rabbins to reprefent a Prophet's 
Doftrine by Bread; and the receiuing 
by eating of it. I am inclin'd to be- 
lieve too, that theſe Jes, for that very 
Reaſon, readily underſtood our Saviour, 
at firſt, as intending their Reception, ot 
Belief of the DoFrine He preach'd, by eating | 
this Bread: and therefore they don't, as yet, 
appear alarm'd at ſuch a Propoſal; but 
only except againſt his Pretence of coming | 
down from Heaven, ver. 38. 41, 42. 
compared; to which when our Saviour : 
has replied what He thought fit; He 
comes again to ſpeak farther of him- 
ſelf, as the Bread of Life, even the Bread, 
which gives Eterna* Life, and fays, in ſo _ 
many Words, ver. 5 1. The Bread, that © 
1 will give, is my FLESH; which I will give 
for the Life of the World. (Obſerve, He 
ſpeaks of ſomething future, 7 will give, l 

and, at once, pins down his meaning, 
by Bread, to his Feb.) While they under- 
ſtood him of his Doctrine, the Metaphor 
gave them no Diſturbance ; but his con- 
founds them again; ver. 52. How can this 
Man give us his FLEsH to eat? Our Saviour 

does not gratify them with a direct, and 

plain Anſwer to this their Queſtion; any 
; „ more 
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more than to their foregoing one. He 
knew, very well, the Infincerity, and mere 
Captiouſneſs of their Queries: and that they 
would not believe in him, if He' ſhould 


F make himſelf never ſo intelligible to them. 


It was not for heir Sakes, He ſaid ſo much 
as He did of this Matter, though He took 
Occaſion to treat of it from their Diſcourſe: 
but for the Sake of bis Diſciples, who, though, 


in all Probability, they too, did not now, 


thoroughly underſtand him ; yet, He 
knew they would do ſo, when the Event 


ſhould have explain'd his Meaning; and 


the Spirit, who was to bring this, and all 
his Sayings” to their Minds, ſhould teach 
them the tue Meaning of them, and then, 
theſe, and many ſuch Expreſſions, occa- 
ſionally dropt, from time to time, would 
effectually convince them, that He had, 

all along, a perfect, conſiſtent View of 

what ſhould come to paſs, through the 
Council and Petermination of God, con- 
cerning him; and of his own Deſign, in 
"concurrence therewith, He ſeems evidently 
to intend here, by gividg his Fleſh for the 

Life of the World, his giving his Body to be 
* crucified for a Sacrifice of Atonement for 
the Sin (which is the Death) of /the World; 

; that, whoſoever believes in h Joould not 
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- periſh, through the killing Influence of Sin, 


de. 
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Rom. viii. 1. but have everlaſting Life, there- 


fore ſays He, ver. 53. except ye eat 
the Fleſh of 'the Son of Man, 1. e. have 


part in his Sacrifice; (which us'd to be bg. 


nify' d by eating of the Fleſn of the Sacrifi- 


ces) and drink his Blood,) which was more 


than the Jeus were allow'd to do in any of 
their Sacrifices) ye have no Life in you. The 
Blood was the Life ; and they might not, 
under the Law, eat the Life with the Fleſb: 
ſee Deut. xii. 23, 27. but Life and Immor- 
tality (the Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood) being 
brought to light by the Goſpel ; Chriſtians 
partake, not only of the Fleſh, but allo of 
the Blood of their Sacrifice. The Jets were 
only ſprinkled with the Blood, to ſanctify 
them forappearing before God in his Wor- 
ſhip: Chriſtians are, not only thus ſprink- 


led, or waſhed in Chriſt's Blood for this 
1 in Baptiſm, but alſo partake, or 


— — 


drink of it, in the Lord's Supper, as a 


Pledge of eternal Life. Therefore ſays our 
Saviour, except ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of © 
Man, and drink his Blood, ye have no Life 
in you: whoſs eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh' 


my Blood, hath eternal Life ; and I will raiſe 
him up at the laſt Day. Well might He ſay, 
in the next Verſe, my Fleſb is Meat indeed; 


and 
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1 before, of a Perſons coming to him, and: 


"and ws Drink indeed. Fn am: . FRY 
ded too, that when our Saviour ſpeaks. 


believing on bim, ver. 35, 47. He means 
what anſwer'd at that ime. to their. 
future, fiducial Reliance on, and Parti- 
cipation in this Li {e-grving Sacrifice, when 
He ſhould have offered it up to God. And 
that He, ſo oft in this Chapter, expreſſes 
it by eating bis Fleſh; and drinking his. 
Blood; not only with Reference to the 
antient Way of Partaking of Sacrifices'; 
but alſo, and chiefly, with Reference to 
the ſtated Heat upon this great Sacrifice, 
which He deſign'd to inſtitute in his Church, 
v, the Lord's Supper; and therefore He 
adds, ver. 56. He that eateth my Fleſh, and 
drinketh my Blood, abideth in me, aud 1 
in him, i. e. He that conſtantly feed- 
eth upon this Feaſt upon my Sacrifice, 
ſignifies his continued Intereſt in, and 
Union with me; by means whereof the 
Principle of eternal Life is cheriſh'd, and 
maintained in him. 

By a Perſon's Baptiſm, is fignify'd that 
He has been receiv*d into Chriſt's viſible 
Church; was once at leaſt, a Member of 
it; a Profeſſor of the Chriſtian Religion 
By his Partaking of the Lord's Supper, is 

3 | ſignif y 4 
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fignify'd his Continuance ; or however, hi- 
preſent, actual Claim, Freedom, or Mem- 
berſhip of that Family; and Fitle to the 
Privileges of it: whether He was brought 
up in it, from his Infancy till now; or 
whether He has been admitted into it our 
of any other Family, or Body of Men, 
as Fudaiſm, Paganiſm, Barbariſm; or 
whether He is happily return'd to it again, 
after having, with the Prodigal Son, 
forſaken it, and joyn'd himſelf to Stran- 
gers; or been turn'd, and ſhut out of it 
for Leproſy, and Unworthineſs. In this 
Ordinance, He ſignfies his preſent Union 
to God by Chriſt; to Chriſt by Faith; 
and to all Chriſtians by one, and the ſame 
common Relation to Chriſt, and by the 
great Bond of Charity. „„ 
Chriſt has appointed the whole Body 
of his Diſciples to do this for a Memorial 
of him, from time to time, how then can 
they be ſaid to own, and profeſs themſelves 
his Diſciples, and Members of this Body, 
who refuſe to joyn with his obedient 
i in fulfilling this Command; and 
ſignifying, in the way He has appointed 
them, before God, Angels, and Men 
their Union with this Body, and with 
Chriſt the Head of it; and their Intereſt”. 
| | in 
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A Seripture Account of 


in both the Parts of his moſt worthy Sa- 
_ . crifice ? do not they tacitly renounce their 


very Baptiſm ? were that now to be done, 
would they not have equal Reaſon, nay, 
would they not in fact forbear, refuſe, or 


neglect that too? If this Bread, and this 


Cup really be (as the Apoſtle in theſe Verſes 
aſſerts they are) be Communion of the Body, 
and Blood, or, as it is called, Fohn vi. the 
Fleſh and Blood of Chrift ; what Commu- 
nion have they in Chriſt's Body, and Blood, 
who partake not of this Bread, and Cup? 
or, it all Chriſtians (as he aſſerts) are Par- 
takers of this one Bread, by what Token 


can they plead themſelves Chriſtians, who 


are not Partakers of it? Baptiſm is, perhaps, 


9 


a Token of their having been once ſolemnly 
initiated into the Chriſtian Church; but it 


is no Token of their being now of it; where- 
as, this ſhould be ſtill ſignify'd by them; 
and, particularly, when they make uſe of 
the peculiar Privilege of Chriſtians, draw- 


ing nigh to God, among his Children, as 


to a Father. Is not this a ſort of venturing 
into the Preſence of the Great God in their 
own Righteouſneſs, and Merits; when they 
will not ſignify, in his appointed way, their 
Intereſt in, and Reliance on the acceptable 
ſacriſice, which Chriſt has offered of = 5 
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ſelf to God for us, for a ſweet ſmelling odour? * 


Eph. v. 2. 
From hence, as well as from the expreſs 5 
Words of the Apoſtle, we have been con- 


fidering, I think it will follow, in the . s 


next P dee. _ . 
II. That all, * oath het elle ; 


regular Chriſtians, either by God, or Man; 
would confeſs Chriſt, and their Part in 
him, in the way, in which He has appoint- 
ed them to ſignify the ſame; ſhould, if it 
be poſſible, be conſtant - Partakers F this 


Holy Ordinance. - For, | 
() They were ſo in the Apoſtles Days; 
the firſt, ag pureſt Days of the Church; 


for we are ALL Partakers (ſays He) of 


that one - Bread, ver. 17. He certainly 


muſt mean, alt Chriſtians, all who were 


received into the Chriftian Church; and 
not excluded that Communion for any 
ſcandalous Offences. As He ee. in the 
Beginning of the Chapter of all the Antient 
Jraelites, who were then the peculiar Co- 
venant People of God, ſeperated from the 


Idolatrous World; they were ALL Baptiz- 


ed into Moſes in the Cloud, &c. did ALL eat 
the ſame Spiritual Meat; and ALL: Drink 
the ſame Spiritual Drink ; ſo here, his Ar- 
gument requires that he ſpeak wn 

. of 
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. euer of bunt of 


= -- Sub al the preſent 7 racl, © or peculiar, Co- 
—_ - venantPeople of God, of all Ferien, all, 
who belong tothe viſible Church of Chriſt. 
; They all — this, from time to time, 
before God, and Men, by their Partaking 
_ of that one Bread, which is broken in the 
ee Supper. F CEN 
It was a Thing unknown, in the Apoſtles 
"Ti ime, and long after, in the Churches, 
that a Perſon ſhould; profeſs himſelf a 
. Chriftian, | and yet not be a ſtated Par- 
taker of this Holy Ordinance ; thoſe only 
2 excepted, who were regularly ſnut out, 
and debarred the Communionof the Church 
for ſeandalous Sin ; and who might be 
= thought to make ſome Sort of Profeſſion 
«Fill, -whilft they did not. abſolutely re- 
nounce Chriſtianity; but were deſirous 
and impatient to be reſtor'd again to the 
Community, and Ordinances of it; how- 
euer, till ſuch Time, were not lock'd up- 
on as Cbriſtians, by the Church, but (ac- 
cording to our Saviour's Direction, Aat. 
Xviii. 1.) as Heathens and Publicans. The 
| learned Author of an Eſſay on the Chriſtian 
= Name bas truly obſerv'd, That we may 
24s well [and upon the ſame Foot] deny 
4 « the Chriſtian Name to any Perſon, as the 


A 3 Communion. And may not a 
Þ Fern 


8 


4 hs G . ; * a ! 
Br : | A N — 5 : . : Nj 
- % \ x . 4 4 : I 
> 
" * 
* 
1 45 1 s 
LN 1 
». 7 Y bp 


Perſon Wy as ae en — or 
a rej ject the of Chriſtian 3 as refuſe to 
6 a Partaker of this one Bread, which the 
Apoſtle here..makes. the Common Mark,, 
or Badge of our Chriſtianity? Or, if any * 
Perſons, profeſſing Chriffiahity, are afraid 
of being. unworthy Partakers, and Profa- 
ners of this Holy Ordinance; why are they 
not, at leaſt, equally afraid of being un- 
worthy Partakers, and Profaners of the 
Name of Chriſtian, and of their Pretenſions 
to Chriſtianity ? 1 beſeech ſuch Perſons to 
conſider, whether is really more facred, 
andof greater Moment not tobe 2 d, 
or unworthily partaken of, the Lord's Sup- 
per, or Chriſt. bimſelf,. and the Believers 
Relation to. Chrift, which ſanctiffes the 


Lord's Supper, by bein gnify'd and re- 
preſented 1 in it, W 


Nor is our preſent Departure from the i 


Primitive, Apoſtolick Cuſtom, - in this 


reſpect, an indifferent Thing, or o ſmall .. 


Damage to the Church, and Intereſt 
Chriſt, and Chriſtianity; z that it ſhould 
be ſuffered to go on, rather than alarm, 
and diſturb People in a way they have 
been long ene to: For in the 28 
ae,, 20 | 
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*(2. For any of the Profeſſors of Chriſti- 5 
anity, thoſe I mean, who in other reſpects 
are ſuch, and who would paſs, and do, as 
Matters now ſtand, paſs for ſuch among 
Men, for any, and eſpecially for many 
of thoſe to neglect, and voluntarily abſtain 
from this Ordinance, tends to overturn, 


4 : and invalidate the Antient Diſcipline, Chriſt 
appointed in his Church; and render the 
= Exerciſcof it, impracticable; or (which is 


all one) of little, or no Force, and Efficacy, 
For as Communion with the Church in the 
oY Supper, was, originally, the prin- 
cipal, and moſt diſtinguiſhing Token of 
any Perſons viſible CB. rchmember ſhip, or 


nion with the Church : ſo it was the prin- 
5: cipal Thing candalous Perſons were exclu- 

died from: Indeed, they were not ſuffer d 
to joyn with the Church i in their Prayers; 
or however, their more ſolemn ones, in 


which they addreſs'd themſelves to God as 


= a Father : this was juſtly eſteem'd a Privi- 


8 the other. And theſe unhappy Per- 


TH 


lege none, who were out of the viſible 
Church, had a Right to. Andtheſe their 


ſolemn publick Prayers being ever joyn'd 


with the Lord's Supper, as an Appendage 
of it, they who were turn'd out, or kept 
away from the one, were ſo alſo, of courſe, 


ſons, 
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a 3 were thus excluded from the 
Communion, and peculiar, Privileges of 
| Chriſtians, thus diſtinguiſh' d, and degra- 
ded for their ſcandalous. Offences, gene- 
rally laid; it very much to Heart; and 
were exceedingly aſhamed, and Srieved 
for their Loſs; and hereby, 9 imes, 
brought to a right Senſe of their ; 


aults ality Þ 


and became true Penitents: : Or however 9 


made ſuch ample, and probable Profeſſion” 
of Repentance, and godly Sorrow, before 
they could be readmitted, as tended very 
much to the Credit, and Glory of the Com- 
munity, or Chriſtian Church; which hereby 
ſhewedd itſelf to be of a purer Conſtitution, 
than to endure any . ſuch apparent, and 
known Corruption, or Leaven within itſelf, 
I ſhall not ſtand to expatiate upon the 
Praiſes of this aftient, well exercis'd Diſ- 
cipline, and ſhew how much it did tend, 
and might ſtill tend to the Reputation, and IJs 
_ true Glory of the. Ch ch of Chriſt ; ; to - 
thebringing ſcandalous! Profellors ti to repent, 
and reform ; and the eping the reſt of 
the Members alpen byt cir Practices, 
and Example. All this will be read Ily grant- | 
ed me-by molt ſober Perſons : as alfo, that 
it were very deſirable, ſuch a ſtrict, and 
40 a walks Dj iſcrpiens Verte again re reviv'd, 
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and exercis d in all the Churches. But alas 


IG 


Or thatnotwithſtandingotherTmpe 
ve might, in ſome meaſure, fev! 


of Chriſtianity : ſhall we exclude him in 
5 rirely 


or it, yet) ſeems, to be too much 3 and 


| Thi ne 
Thi ngs, 


oy 
* oy 
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hep. ſhall it once be? or how, indeed, i 
it poffible, as thingsRtand, at preſent, wit 
us; and are like z ſtand, God knows hoy 


Jong, upon more Accounts than one? but 
4008, apo 


ſuppoſe, there were no other Tſpedinient 
Cinients, 

e 8 Ire, FevIve this an- 
tient long neglected Diſcipline 3 yet, to what 
Purpoſe would it be, While there remain 
1 15 wretched, and fo general an Indifferenq 
to the Lord's Supper among us, as at pre- 
lere is a ſcandalous” Profefior, for in 
ſtance, or that goes at leaſt for a Profeſſo 


tirely from our Aſſemblies, even fron 
by vets. n Scriptures, and Sermons? Th 
* {though perhaps there may be Precedent 


more than we have ſufficient Warrant for 
his would-be baviſhing bim from th 
whichare free eyen'to Fews, Hu 
bens, and Tifidets, through the exten ſine 
8 Grace of the Goſpel. Sha] we ho we ver en 
eee de. ee. 
„ lade che /candalows PerfonfromJoyhing vil 
us m gur Prayers ? This is. indeed agree 
- able.<o the . Diſcipline; but, I think 
renn reer 44 | 
2 ca le indur preſent Methods 
| ordering 
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ordering, Divine Worthip ; without forcing 


pures, and Sermons, But what if we. ſhould 


indulge him in an Attendance om our Pray= 


he never comes chere, or deſires to do ſo; 
which twenty to one is the Caſe, or, ſup- 


where will the Hardſhip, or Diſgrace of 
it appear; when it is a prevailing Cuſtom 
for Thouſands,.. that are better, it may be, 
than. he, many ſuch, as live in good Re- 
pute, and paſs, among us, for tolerable 
Chriſtians, voluntarily, to abſent them- 
. ſelves from this our Communion; and that, 
many of them, ſo long as they live? 


theſe Crimes which might juſtly occaſion 
their Excommunication, live in Repute 
for Sobriety, and Vertue, and might 
make worthy Members of our Communi- 
ty, will not come into full Communion 


as much as we can oblige the worſt of 
Men to do; they countepance, and ſhelter 


poſe be does, what will this ſignify, or 


When thoſe, who pretend to be Chriſti- 
ans, and cannot be charg'd with, any of 


with us, but keep without, in a manner, 


x. 


ers, or ſame of them? there is the ſacred 
Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, with the © 
ſolemn Prayers which uſualy attend it, to ü 
exclude him from. Right: But what if 
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Supper, are more numerous, and general. 
Iy reckon'd as good Chriſtians, in a man- 


appointed in his Church (if it had nothing 
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ſuch ſcandalous Sinners, and their vile Proc. 


ices from that juſt Scandal, and diſtin- 


guiſhing Diſgrace, which would otherwiſe 
- Tight on them from a faithful Exerciſe of 


the Antient Chriſtian Diſcipline: and ren. 
ger Communion with the Church of Chriſt, 
-, Particularly in this diſtinguiſhing | Ordi- 
; Nance, of. very little Account, either with 


thoſe who are, or thoſe who are not fit to 


be admitted to it: fo that what uſed to be 
highly, and moſt deſervedly eſteem'd, 


and the Loſs of greatly regreted, is row 
become, in moſt Men's Eſteem, a Sort 
indifferent thing. They, who are not 
Partakers of this one Bread, the Lord. 


r A 


Tet” as thoſe who are. And we have ſcara 

Communicants enough, in many Places 

to keep one another in Countenance. 
Thus is the Primitive Diſcipline, Chril 


elſe to obſtruct it) diſarm'd of its antien 
Force, and Efficacy; and muſt unavoidabj 


be fo, unleſs we arm it, as ſome woull ˖ 
fain do, with Weapons of quite anotidy 5 
Nature; which God forbid : or return , 
the Primitive Way, of. all Profeſſors, | f. 
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f bein ng ſtated, conſtant Partakers. of this one © 
Bread TX the: Lord's Supper. 5 
N- (3.) This Ordinance of the Lord's Supper 
ic WM is a moſt ſtrictly, particularly ' enjoyn'd | 
ol nean of Grace in the Chriſtian Church; 
n.: and, conſequently, what Chriſtians have 
„the greateſt Reaſon to expect God's Bleſ- 
ct ſing upon, to their Edification, Sanctifi⸗ 
ih cation, and Conſolation; and therefore * 
108 ſhould all gladly, and thankfully improve 
be 4 Opportunities of attending; and none 
neglect, who may, or when they may, be 
oy admitted to it. And thoſe, who have the 
% leaft Grace (as we commonly term it) or 
not the leaſt Degret of Chriſtian Virtue, and 
Goodneſs, are far from having the leaſt 
Reaſon, on that Account to attend this 
Ordinance; but the more. | 
ay Our Bleſſed Saviour, nodoubt, defign'd, 
and approves of the edifying, and ſandtify- 
ing of his Body, the Church; and every 
Member thereof, by all proper Means; 
as Preaching, Admonition, Prayer, Sing- 
ing, Reading the Scriptures, . Catechizing, 
and the like; though He does not particu- 
larly mention every ſuch Mean in his | 
Word: but He has particularly ap 
this Ordinance. And that it was deſignd 
for, what we call, 4 mean Us Grate, ap- 
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pears, (i.) In that all the Inſtitutions of 
Religion, even thoſe which may ſeem, at 
firſt View, to be aimed purely at the 
Honour, and Glory of God, as Prayer, 
and Praiſe, are yet likewiſe, at the ſame 
time, intended for our Edification: See 1 
Cor. xiv. 26. and, (2.) By the ſame Rule, 
whereby we diſcover” the final Cauſes of 
natural Things, or of any of the Providen- 
tial Appointments, and Proceedings of 
the infinitely Wiſe God, viz; their peculiar 
Aptneſs for, and Succeſs in producing 
ſuch Effects, and anſwering ſuch Intenti- 
ons; that they cannot be ſuppos'd any 
way more fo, ſuppoſing they had been 
directly contriv'd, and ordain'd with this 
View. Now the Lord's Supper, duly, and 
rightly:attended on, is a moſt excellent, 
elfen Mean of producing, , exciting, 
and improving ſeveral' Chriftlh an Graces, 
and Virtues. It muſt be: 4 conſſderable 
Mean of. obtainin the Holy Spirit of God, 
the Author, and Cultivater be ori good 


Gift; when, by attending it, weffrongly 
1 before God, our being his Covenant 

cople, and. conſequently, our Title to 
the Promiſes of his Spitit. * beſide 
this, to have Christ Rf, 5 given 


for 1, evidently ſet forch deore ur this 
| Or dinance; 3 


lende 8 Sorrex, 
Ordinance; how naturally muſt it WB: 
godly Sorrow. for, and holy Reſolutions 
againſt Sin; Faith, and Truſt in God; 
Love to God, and Chriſt, and Fellow. 
Chriſtians, . and all Mankind ; Heavenly. 
mindedneſs; Humility ; Patience, and 
Reſignedneſs to the Will of God; in Hort, 
every Chriſtian Grace, and Virtue! ? And, 
farther to evince not only the Aptneſs, but 
| alſo the real Efficacy of this Divine Inſtitu- 
tion, to excite, and promote theſe and the 
like, Chriſtian Graces, I. might, I doubt 
| not, ſafely. appeal to the happy Experience, 
; of Thouſands A Chr „ian. 
1 Now, ag this is ſo apt, and efficacious. 42 
9 Mean of . and a Mean of Grace 
1 ſo expreſyly, and particularly enjoyn 4 by 
him, who is ever ready to attend. His en 
Appointments with a.peculiar Bleſſing ; how 
can a0 iſtian poſſibly. excuſe himſelf 

oh Neg lect iN, this. 1 


1 R 3 "> 


80 4 Ser feu, Actout 


nance, for any to be admitted, or. come 
to it, and partake of it, who are not really, 
and truly, and certainiy ſanctify'd, in the 
ſtrict Senſe of that Term, ſeem not to be 
of our Saviour's Opinion: when the Zews 
objected againſt him, his eating with Pub- 
licans and Sinners, and He anſwered them, 
the whole need not a Pbyſician but they that 
are ſick; I come not to call the Righteous, 
byl Sinners. to Repentance, Luke v, go. [ 
rant, this was not the Lord's Supper: 
or am I- ſuppoſing, that our Saviour, 
hough he vouchſafed.zo eat with, and in- 
u Publicans, and Sinners, would have 
, authoriz'd. his Apoſtles, or Miniſters, to 
have adminiſter'd the Lord's Supper to them, 
unleſs they had actually embraced the 
Chriſtian Religion, and been baptiz'd into 
18: but, where this is the Caſe; I can ne- 
ver think our Wiſe, and kind Lord with- 
holds any of his Ordinances, and appointed 
Means of. Grace; or has authoriz'd the 
greater Proficients in his School to mono- 
. polize them, to the Prejudice of thoſe, 
who have more need of them; or that he 
has reſerv'd this excellent 1 of Grace, 
of Sanctification, and Comfort, in par- 
ticular, for the Uſe of thoſe only, Who 
haye, in ſome good meaſure, Akai 
> the 
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the 8 without being beholden to jt... 
The eating, and drinking the Lord's 
Supper untvorthily, mention'd by the A- 
poſtle in the xith Chapter of the firſt E- 
piſtle to the Cer. mthians, evidently reſpects + 
the Manner of their eating, and drinking, 
not the Unworthineſs of the Perſons commu- 
nicating; Not a tiitle is there mention'd - 
of that, however it has come to be general- 
ly underſtood ſo. I” we go to that, we are 
all ſufficiently polluted with Sin, even with 
Sins of Infirmity, to render us unworthy of 
a Part in any of God's gracious Ordinan- 
8 ces; and much more, in Chriſt, and God 
himſelf. But if God is graciouſly pleas'd tio 
| WW. overlook'ithis, and atford us Favours, i 
| Means of Grace, of which we are utterly - 
4 unworthy, no doubt, he deſigns them 
) ior thoſe, who have moſt need of them (tho 
they may be thought ſomething more un- 
x; worthy) as well as for thoſe who have leaſt. 
1 As for the regularly Excommunicated, the 
: Caſe is different, they are excluded on ano- 
A ther Foot, viz. by way of Puniſhment ior 
„ the ill Returns, and Miſimprovements of 
4 ſuch excellent Means of Grace, John xv. 
| 2. And as an Act of neceſſary Self- preſer- 
vation in the Community, from which they 
are cut off; 3 * prevent any bad Influence, 
| D-$ --: from 
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ſrom their ſcandalous ang vpon the 


7 reſt of the Members; and to keep them- 


ſelves, and the Chriſtian Religion clear of 
countenancing ſuch open, undeniable Acts 
of Impiety. And it ought to be to the ex- 
communicated: Perſon, the moſt. grievous 
Part of this his Puniſhment; - that be is, 
and that juſtly for his Sin, excladed from the 
very Means of Sancti fication, and Salvation; 
anaf _ this, P the Lord's Supper, in par- 
ticular. - 
For on ala... and ſuch is Reaſons, it 
ſeems clear to me, that all Perſons,” who 
zrofeſs, or would be eſteemed, either by God, 
or Man, regular Profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
Religion, ſhould be frequent, conſtant Par- 
takers of the Lord's Supper, if they may be 
admitted to it; and ought readily, to be ad- 
mitted to it, unleſs guilty of ſuch ſcandalous 
Practices, as will puſtify a regular Eucommu- 
nication from the bunch of Chrift, and its 
prculiar Privileges. 
Nov if this, and the foregoing Chapter 
(lchus far) give the Reader a true, Scrifinre 
Account of the Lord's Supper, the Times 
when, and Perſons by whom it ought ſta- 
tedly to be — then the Chriſtian 
Cburch is generally: Kallen into a ſad Neglet 
of iz; both on Account of the ſmell Propor- 
Hon 


4 Ie 


"the Loa : 80 PPER. 4 
tion of its Prot feffors, who ever attend the 


' Lord's Supper; and the.Seldamneſs of their 


celebrating it, who do at all make Con- 
ſcience thereof. 1 

Let us ſearch a lictle into the Bottom, 
and Riſe of theſe. Corruptions; and we ſhall 
find they both . Riſe to a ſaperſti- 


tious, erroneous Notion of, and Venera- 


tion for this Ordinance, far above all - 
thers; which early ſprung up in the Church, 
and in Time, grew to a moſt monſtrous 


Size; and' ſtall]? mote or leſs, cleaves to 


the Minds oß the Generality of Furies. 
For about three, or four Hundred Years: 
aſter Chriſt. not only the ptous, Practice 
of having the Lord's Supper celebrated. every 


Lord's Day, continu'd ; but likewiſe that 


of all Cbriſtians, who were not excommu- 


nicated, conſtantly partałing thereof. But 
about that Time, ſome of the Preachers, | 


began, in their Diſcourſes (fame of which 
are handed down to us) to magnily the 
Lord's Supper very much (out of a pious. 
_ make no doubt, and therefore). 
the Way took (in all Probability) both a- 


mong Preachers, and Hearers. The Con- 
ſequence.” was very natural, People were 
inſenſibly led, by degrees, to put roo great 
a wx oth berwixt Ks and Aber N 4 
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nances, or Parts of God's ſolemn Wor. 
ſhip; which ſoon became the Occaſion 
of many Chriſtians growing cautious, and 

fearful of partaking of the Lord's Supper, 
For we gad St. Cbryſoſtom complaining ot 
ſome of his Flock, whom he obſerved to 
go away at the Adminiſtration of this Or- 
e though they had attended the reſt 
of the Worſhip, or not to communicate in 
it, though they ſtaid the Adminiſtration. 
And he ſeverely reproves them for it; but 
not ſtriking at, and removing (very pro- 
bably not b ſoon diſcovering) the true 
Caufe, the Miſchief increas'd prodigiouſ- 
V4 notwithſtanding his Reproofs; and 
ſome Perſons, who perhaps by reaſon of 
ſuch Reproofs, durſt not, or would not 
be ſeen to turn their Backs on the Ordi- 
nance, or abſtain from receiving, found 
Means to convey the Elements away with- 
out ſwallowing of them; as ſhould ſeem 
by the Council of 7. oleds? being forced to 
make a'Decree, in the Fifth Century, to 
this Purpoſe; That if any Perſon did not 
ſwallow the Euchariſt, ks he had receiv- 
ed it of the Prieſt, he ſpould be excommuni- 
cated as a ſacrilegious Perſon. But this did 
not at all conduce to remove People“ s aw- 
ful ſuperſtitious Notion of this 8 
al 


has \ . * N 2 BE - 8 Wy: A The 7 as 8 — 4 * 1 . 0 L . a > MN * , | 8 at; * _ * * de —_— * 3 
* n,, 
4 PP. _ Z & TY 5 7 
” 4a. 4 «1g - . 3 % = * . 8 
5 * . n un . ma 
* Nr 22 8 . "ow i 
* N 0 £ 15 Y x *w#.»% * - q k ö 0 $ 8 * , 9 
"rhe Loxkp's SorrE u. 8 
. 1 
* 7 . | . ; * 
- * 7 N 4 : * 9 2 - * ” 1 . I 


That ſtill grew greater and greater; till it 
put them upon a molt wrong Interpretation 
of ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture; as par- 
_ ticularly, the taking our Saviour's Words, 
in the Inſtitution, 'This is. my. Body, this is 
my Blaod, in a literal- Senſe, againſt all 
Senſe, and Reaſon. And from hence a-" 
roſe the goodly Doctrine of T. ranſubſtan- 
tiation; which has been ſo warmly eſpouſ- 
| ed. by the Papiſts. This gave Riſe to the 
ſevereſt Senſes poſſible being put on thoſe” 
Expreſſions of St. Paul, 1 Conxi. of being” 
guilty of the Body, and Blood of the Lord: of 
. eating, and drinking unworthily, and of ba 
ing, and drinking Judgment (which no 
wonder was then underſtood of Ha“ 
Judgment, or Damnation) to themſelves." 
and the like. Ard no wonder the Doe. 
trine of Tranſubſtantiation, together with 
theſe Sort of Interpretations of ſuch Paß 
ſages of Scripture, increas'd that ſuperſti- 
tious Veneration for this Ordinance, from 
whence they were themſelves deriv' d. 
One remarkably. ridiculous Fancy, 
which ſpawn'd from this Superſtition, and 
made no little to do in the Church, was 
an Apprehenſion, leaſt any of the conſerra- 
ted Wine (the very Blood of Chriſt as it 
was thought) Hhould remain on the Lips, or 
5 Beard 
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Beards of the Lay C ummunicants, and there 
aur, and be propban d: which fancied In- 
conpxenience after ſeveral ily Expedients 
to prevent it, ended in a wicked, and 

audacious, one; the taking away the Cup in- 
tively from the Laity. Which was formally 
. done by a Decree of the famous Council of 


= Confance. - e 
I be Prieſthood (by this Time moſt in- 
| tolerably corrupt) found their Account in 
the Peoples Superſtition; and among o- 
ther Things, in their ſuperſtitious Vene- 
ration for the Euchariſt. They knew how 
to derive. from hence ſo much the greater 
Veneration to themſelves, and their Office; 
Which impower'd them, as they pretended, 
to make God (as He at firſt made all 
things) with a few Words ſpeaking. They 
W ala not allow it lawful for the Laity to 


- touch the conſecrated Bread, with their 


Hands; but muſt put it themfſelves into 
their Mouths. In ſhort, one Part of the 
* Lord's Supper (as a late Author has ob- 
© ſerv'd) was taken away intirely from the 
Laity; and the other made fo awful, 
chat na wooder Perſons became back- 
Ward co partake of it; and eſpecially, 
Wo + ben Keel, Cone u and Erne 
EPE 
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© to Communion.* The Generality of tie 
common People thought it ſufficient for. 
them to worſhip the Haſt, (as it is calld- 
among the Papi/ts) at a Diſtance, as it wag 
carried in Proceſſion, without making anꝝ 
nearer; A ppesch es. HR 
We Proteſtants have indeed rejected the 
Doctrine of T ranſubſtantiation; and there 

with, the Adoration of the Elements; an 
reſtor*'d the Cup to tlie Laity : but ill re- 
tain too ſuperſtitious a Veneration for this 
Ordinance. For when our Awe, or Re- 
verence keeps us 1 from any of God's 
| Ordinances, which He has inſtituted for 
our Benefit, and Comfort, inſtead of put- 
ting us upon a due, and ferious Attendance 
on them, it certainly becomes Super ſtition. 
And eſpecially, when it leads us to abate 
of that Reverence, and Veneration, we 
ought. to have for others of God's Ordi- 
nances, or other Parts of his ſolemn; Wor- 
ſhip 3. which, I am afraid, is really the: 
preſent Caſe; So that this our exceſſive Ver, 
ncration for this Ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper, above all others, is really an 
Errour, and Corruption, in the Church; 
and, by Experience, productive of very 
ill Conſequences ; though it be upon ſome! 
Accounts foplaulible, as to have got very 
5 - ; early 


early Admittance i Into the Church; "ad, for 
the ſame Reafon; feems to have eſcaped 
the Obſervation of our firſt” Reformers. 
The Grand Adverſary, the Devil, can up- 
on Occaſion; turn himſelf into an Angel of 
Ligh! ; and ſometimes, by that Means, 
do Miſchief he was not othetwiſe capable 
of doing; and make a Handle even of the 
pious Intentions, and Diſpofitions, as well 
as the Paſſions, and Weakneſſes of Good. 
People, before they are aware, to weaken, 
and prejudice the true Intereſt of Religion. 
And ſurely," his Hand muſt have been in 
this Affair. It favours of his Subtilty; 
who, When he can no longer ſet up bis 
Altars againſt God's Altar; betakes himſelf 
to every Artifice, to undermine it; of 
which, this may go for his Maſter-piece : 
firſt, 0 get us to make over all our Awe and 
Nene for all God's Ordinances, or Parts 
of bien orſbip, ta one of them : and then, by 
that Means, Real THAT away from _— 
HKS 

] One" thing, beſide Cuſtom, which con- 
tributes to our retaining this Superſtition, 
with Regard to the Lord's Supper, is our 
retaining the miſtaken Interpretations of 
thoſe Exprefſions of St. Paul, before men- 
5 Weck inthe ith Chapter of the firſt 
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Epiſtle to the Corinthians... And, till theſe 
are removed, there is no Proſpect of dur 
returning to the true, Primitive Praffice ; © 
as to the Frequency, and Univerſality of 
Chriſtians being Partakers of this one 
Bread. From whence the Reader will eaſi- 
ly perceive, not only the View of the fore 
going Chapters of this Freatiſe, but a)ſo- © 
of the next, in endeavouring to clear theſe 
Exprefſions, and that whole Paſſage af 


St. Paul from popular Miſtakes. 
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An Explanation of the latter Part of 
the. eleventh. Chapter of the firſt E- 
piſele to the Corinthians, From the 

17th weryeito.the End: with a Niem 
to diſcover, and rectiſy ſome miſtaken 
Opinions concerning the Lord's Sup- 
per; and concerning the worthy, and 
wnworthy receiving of it, &c. which 
bave ariſen from, or at leaft are ſu 
ported by a M. Mee ow of this 
Paſſage. _ 


Now, in this, has 1 Feen unto you, | 


praiſe you not; that. you for he ork 


151 for * . * for che worſe, 
e. 


OR the better underſtanding of this 
Paſſage, let it be obſerv'd ; that, 
fince St. Paul left Corinth, one, or more 
rae Teachers had come amongſt the * ; 
who 


** A 
© > 


who being Jews, and fond of their antient i 
 Jewiſhi- Cuſtoms, had introducd ſome f i 
them into this Chureh'z hereby undermin- 
ing St: Paul, and the pure Doctrine, and 
Worſhip, he had left among them; and 
raiſing a Faction againſt him. St. Pau lplain- 
ly glances at this ſeveral times in this 
Epiſtle, particularly; in the Third Chap- 
ter. It as, perhaps, partly with Reference 
to theſe falſe Teachers, that he exhorts 
them, in the firſt Verſe of this Chapter, 
Be ye Foltowers of me, as I alſo um of Cbriſt. 
And the Majority of the Corinthians) ſeen. 
to have ſtuck to the Apoſtle's Iuſtrug - 
tions, in moſt things 3 though in ſome a. 
gain, we find, they: had more generally 
departed om tha m. 
Wherein they were obſervant of his In- 
ſtructions; he gives them juſt Commenda - 
tion. See the H Verſe of this Chapters: 
NI praiſe yon, Brethren,” that you res 
nembemu in all things; (i. e. all thoſe things 
perhaps, of which they had: wrote to him, 
profeſſing theit regard to his Inſtruct ions x: 
for he ſeems; in the Beginning of this, 
Chapter; and many Places inithis; Epiſtles. 
to refer to an Epiſtle he hadi recei vc from 
the Corint hiuns. See Chap. wii] and ters, 
the Orqiuumcts, as delper d thum iu Bar | 
| | TY ut 


920 A Seripture Account of 
But then, ver. 17. he ſuggeſts one thing, 
wherein be underſtood, they had depart- 
ed from the Iaſtructions, he deliver'd: to 
them; and with regard to which, he (as 
it were) retracts his Commendations of 
them. Now. in Ihis, bat 1 declare unio 
you, I praiſe you not, viz : that ye come to- 
gether, nat 2 the; better, but for the worſe, 
ie when they came together to cele- 
brate the Lord's Supper; as is plain from 
all that follows in che Che „„ 
Two Reaſons may be 22a Why St. 
Paul calls it only coming togetber here, 
without ment ioning the End of their ſo 
aſſembling. (10 The eating the Lord's 
Supper Was ſo conſtant, and principal a. 
Part of their public k Worſhip, when. 
they came together; tere was no Occa- 
ſion to mentian it. Fhe very mention of 
their aſſembling together ſu poſeth it. And, 
= here was ſomething ſo diſordetly;in- 
their Way of eating the Lord's Supper; 
foreign from the Inſtitution, and Deſign 
of it; and the Rule he had given them 
concern ing it; that he ſeems un willing to 
let it paſs under that Notion, ver. 20. 
How chis coming together of theirs Was 
ot for the better, but for tbe worſe, is 1s 
Ip from ver. 30. It was manag d . 
FEE | 
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ill, as to draw downi God's Judgments 
on them #5 oy fn 


 Havingidtusblan'd: 1 fog hk in 


general. the deſcends to Particulars, v. 18. 


For fin of all, when ye come together. in 
- the Church, I hear there:be Diviſians among 
Vo. Though they came together into 
one Elace, ver. 20. yet there was not 


that Unity, there ſhould have been they 


fell into Parties. How they came to do 


ſo, Will be conſider'd anon. - This. Ac- | 
count of theſe unbecoming Diviſions, he 


ſeems the more inclin'd to believe, be- 
cauſe, he knew, it was agreeable to the 
Wiſdom of God to permit ſome ſuch 
Factions among them, for their Trial: 

that it might appear, perhaps, who would 
love one another, . notwithſtanding. ſome 
little Differences; and who would ſtick 


to the true Rule of the Goſpel,  notwith- 


| ſtanding any Innovations: Or, however, 
return to it when put in mind of their 


Error. I hear that there be Diviſi ſons a. 
* 1 yu, and I partly believe it; for there © 
muſt be alſo Hereſies (or Sects, as it is in 


. Margin) among you, that ibey which 
are approved, may be made manifeſt among 
ou, ver. 19. It follows, ver. 20. ben 


N come togetber, ee into one Pace, 


. thts 


©9094 ASrripenre2edliconnt of 
- Fhif in not for it is not) 801 gat: the. Lords 
Supper, i. e. Though you aſſemble toge- 
ther in the Church, and there eat, and 
drink, what you call the ZLard's Supper, 
yet it is not the Card c Supper :: becauſe it 
is not done according to Thriſt's Appoint- 
ment ; nor ſo, as to anſwer the End of 
"ut Ofclinnce./ For he proceeds, iver.21. 
= to mention a groſs: Irregularity, which 
quite perverted the Nature of the Action. 
For in eating, every ons tukeih błfore otber 
Bis own Supper; or every one takes before 
His own Supper, to eat itt there, in the 
Church, before the Lord's Supper: and 
one 15' hungry, and another is drunken, i. e. 
= they brought their on Supper into the 
=_ _"Afembly,j which. 1 eat there before 
=— (the: Lord's And they whoſe 
bo Juppers were firſt 5 as Mr. Lock ſays, 
fell to, without ſtaying for others {who 
it may be were of the poorer: fort] or 
© Named them: partake» with them, The 
richer had great Plenty, and ſurfeited 
; "themſelves, in a manner, with Dainties, 
while che pobrer Sort kad little or nothing 
6 bring, and were hungry, and aſfram- 
ed, as che Apoſtle ſuggeſts in the next 
Verſe. M bat, buve pe not tlouſes. 10 eat, 
ade in; on on deſpiſe — of 


| "Opin them radar ovens! | i e. 
"hoſe, who have not, it may be, either 
Houſes to feaſt in, or Proviſions to feaſt 
on ? And therefore, if you” will make 
Feaſts, and pablick Entertainments, you 
iſnhduld let chem partake with you: but 
rather make theſe Entertainments at your 
"own Houſes; and not in your ſolemn Aſ- 
Femblies for religious Worſhip. ':For theſe 
"Jhould be Holy Converations,” but you turn 
them into mere Revels. - 
© There” ſeem! to be three thin 8 (as 


Mr. Loct has :udiciouftyobſeri/s upon | 


© the Place) highly culpable, and which 
the Apoltle'more eſpecially blames the il 
<©'Corimibians for, in this Affair. i 
1.) That they eat their common Food 
in the Aſſembly, whieh ought to have 
been eaten at home, in their Houſes. 
See ver. 22, 34. 
Hang That, though they eat in che 
common meeting Place, yet they eat 
_ © ſeparatdy, every one for every Family 
KC hae} caring) ehiir owns Supper apart; 
d that che Plenty, and even Exceß of 
ſome, amd the Want, - and Penury 
of chers, ver. 22. Hereby alſo, the 
, © Diviſions among them were kept up [if 
1 he 18. they being, às fo 


bpdaier with their own; whereby it came to 


vt A Seripy re. Account of 
many ſeperated and divided Societies; 
not as one united Body of Chriſtians, 
d commemorating their common Head; 
15 as they ſnould have been, in celebrating 
. © the Lord's Supper, Ch. x. 16, 17. 
3) That they mix'd the Lord's Sup- 


4 be. that that Diſtinction, or Diſcri- 
mination was not made, that ſhould 
'< thave: been betwixt is and their common 
Food, ver. 29. 

+) This: odd Cuſtom ſeems moſt likely to 

. of been introduc'd into this Church by 
| the dale 8 Paul appears fo; ſolicitous 
to guard the -Corinthbians- againſt, in this 
Epiſtle. Tbey were for mixing as much 

Judaiſin, as they could, in all their Religi- 

7 dus Serojces and ſeem to have taken this 
Magner of celebrating the Lord's Supper, 
from the antient, Jewiſh Paſſover. Supper; 

-:7; perhaps, pretending for their Authority, 
the Example of our Saviour himſelf, who 

| "yl inſtituted his own Supper immediately upon 

chaving eaten the Paſſover Supper with his 

Diſoiples; though they ſhould have. re- 

member'd, He only: gave Commandment 

12 15 to chem for the future Obſervance of the 

11 datter. But how ,calily, do .bad.,Cuſtoms 


t a Admictance into the Ghureh, as my 


Nas 2 


was ſuch Dif 1 bach, in the vantity : 
and Gee Probably, 'of W 2 


gether for a, 1 


| dae  (petha 
the more to make. 5 e Wy ay: 
ED eat, each Family hg own. 


12 their poorer. 
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=, ee bardeſt ching in the World, to || 
revive goed. ones, When they have enn 
lid alide, or drop'd. Though our Lord © 
only borrow'd 2 two Elements of He 
and Wine from the Jewiſh Paſchal Sup pet, 18 
ments, e er his o Supper z yet 
efor havin ſomething, that tight | 
{IANS — reſt Ke that Supper: o each 
Perſon, or 5 amily brought 8 as 
they could 1 9 to the Aſſembly, er 
their own, Suppers, . And by reaſon there 2 


brought; ; an 1 d- they die LAG, joy 1 FS t - 


Ons 0 hence enſu d that er 
he A e of. Ons Was, han 


| Ras of Neg, e Tay 2 __ 


thers eat, and"drank co the T 
ne tg Exceſs ; delp ſing, inſtend 


before others, and . ſo 


eating, . what they td's 0 
br, n — 1 cir: Slp- 


w 15 e at 0 7 ther 
1 Ring ae detwüet rhiet ; of Perkap 

Berks farther ee Ather "han t 
| ge f 1 | 13 1 by qi t Pig wi wh 4 


deliver lit to ou. 

28 1 neathe r receiv'd: 25 Lord, 
. 1 8 "unto you any ſuch 
{| Thing, as s this: Fur, on;the contrary, ver. 
1 ws . bave hard 10 of” the” ch 


Beira 4 took B 1 ook ; * 'B 
_ bait given Thatthiy, HY Ha it; Fri 
{TL akes. £4 , hes iy Body, ee, broken 
f Fete WR do for @ Memorial of ms." N. 


3 The ſame manner, " alle 105 He todk- 2 Cup, 


Ro * 4. fanin n is the 
1 9 5 of * 125 vi IE 
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r W ich. Ac int. © : „ "0; has 1 1 
d . onfid 18 already, in the foregeing 
m ball only | conſider, ar-preſent, 
F, wel Ol es of alt here, vis to con- - i 
to vinge t e Corinthians of the 5 of = 
Ya 9 8 7 of celebfating the Lord's i 

9 5 as they A it, nei- i 
on 190 0 the true Rule, nor an ſwered | 
2. the true 4075 of. that Tuſtitution ; ; 9.0. this 
Vas che Form our Saviour's Inſtitutionʒ 3 
od WM and this was the Rule I Bu you, b however _ 1 


his 79 have come do vary 10 ol 
8 = 5 05 you may fee too 51 in — 4 | 
the Defiance. that as 171 as 

or, 10 n. ink 7 Cup, of * 

rd, #2 Jogth, gill; be come. : 

ch oY you. To bor ths Per the rare: 


r, Deu; you don't really 22; the Lordi Su. 
rd ber; whatever von pretend. Nay, you ' 
bat eat this Bread, and drink chis Cup ot the 
be Lord, .« in an, unworthy Man- 
He ner, not agreeable to che Solemnity, not 
ia, Hh che Deſign af it: 3 A wrong, a 


ken 120 Por Te of thoſe things, © | 
4 und t. ſacred. 1 0 nance,” NG * Ws 3 
up, A fr {his Pyrpole, VIZ. 4 5 i 

the AS Chriſt's Death : and 8 * muſt 

"a 0 
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Puniſhment was, we ſee ver. 


which St. Paul ſpeaks of 11199) 
ing, in this Chapter. 
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drink this Cup of the Lord unworthily,” ſhall 


be guilty, of the Bally and Blood of tht Lord, 


i. e. (fays Mr. Lack) Hall be liable to chat 


Puniſhment (for gullty implies. 6bnoxious 


to Puniſhment, Matth. xxvi. 66.) which 
is due to one, who makes a wrong Uſe of 
... the ſacramental Body and Blood of "Chriſt, 


3 


in the Lord's 
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It follows, ver. 28. But le 4 Man ei. 
amine himſelf, and so let bim tat of that 
Bread, and drink of that Cup ; i. e. let a 
Man conſider, examine, and compare his 
Manner of partaking of this Ordinance, 


by this Rule, or Form of Inſtitution, and 


with the inge Deſign of this Ordinance, to 
Het Chriſt's Death ; and /o, according 10 
tbeſe, let him eat of that Bread, and drink 


of that Cup: ſo ſhall he be ſecure from 


FS 


riot hy Patel. 


partaking anworthily, © 


„„ V 18 


O „ 4S Io. ot tift erfy 41 
Or the Greek Word, ust, may 


ſignify here, 10 approve, as well as 70 ex- 
amine. St. Paul evidently uſes the fame 
Word in this ſenſe, in the xvith Chapter of 
this Epiſtle, ver. 3. V bomſoc ver you ſpall 
- APPROVE by your. Letters, them will J fend to 
ring your Tis 


* 


erality unto Jeruſalem. And, 
VP an 


the, "Lanny . ir 


in the ſame ſenſe,., He uſes Muhs, in this 
cn v. 19, and with regard! to this very Affair 
too, they which are AbPROVED. And then the 

| Meanings. of theſe Words is .thus. But, 
that you may not fall Under this Guilt for 
the future, Jet a Man approve bimfelf in the 

| manner of his celebrating this Ordinaace, 
= TIP himſelf, q. d. to-that God, who is 
jealous of his own Inſtitutions, and will 
; not have them vary'd from, at Man's 
; Pleaſare ; and, after this right Manner, 
. ſet. him forth e future eat of that Bread, 
F and drink of that F "fd | 
3 -In which ever theſe Senſes, we take 
| Wl the Word Souietiro, tis evident, the As 
X poſtle 1 in this Verſe refers to the Corintbian⸗ 
: irregular Manner of celebrating the Lord's 
n 
n 
ba 


Supper, and exhorts them to rectify it for 
the future, by @ more careful Regard, and 
Conformity 10 the Original int. and to 
the Original Manie of the Ordinance. This 
[think very evident therefore, from the 
7 Drift, and Coherence of St. Paul's Dif: 
courſe, that the examining. of approving a 
c Man's ſelf, teeommended here, has not 
1 the leaſt View to the examining the State's 
Eis own Soul, in the Manner, enerally 
J inſiſted on by Writers on this Subje&; in 
order. to know whether he have a right to 
W Bs a come 


— 


© Cn 


% 


thereof. 


Therefore ro make SN tries 
Original clear, and alder? it may be 
5 paraphrav, thus:. < Let Y Man examine, 
"EFF Approve bicaſelf in bis manner of cele- 
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come to the Lord's Table; and! A8 a flecef. 
_ fary. Preparative to the + worthy Woke 


But befide the Miſunderſtandi g tl 
Words, let a Mun examine bimpelf, in 
moſt extenſive Senſe they can be fackt un- 
to, without ever conſidering how the Senſe 
of them is really limited, and dętertnined 
by the Circum ances of the Caſt, the A- 
ele is conſidering; 'befide this: ſay, 
r. Lock has very juſtly obſery*d, that 
there 1s an Acibienty in © Tranflation, 
through the different Acceprations of the 
Particle So: and heobſerves too, 11 55 moſt, 
I not all, Per ſons Who fead it in che E. 117% 
only, without particularly confulting the 
riginal,,. fix upon the wrong Senſe: fot 
inſtance, Let a Man examine Muff, and 
bl Birr eat, &c.. they think, tmp $ the 
ame as this: Let 4 155 examine himſelf 
rſt, and then having ſo done, and no o- 
therwile, let him eat, &c. but the Greek 
Word, ss, hever has this Senſe; nor fig 


nifies then, but fe, be 1,E. thus, of detordive t 


ibis; which my 1 to What goe 8800 before. 
94 


"of the 


& brating. 


Be erb Son pp 


on, 
1 Titention 7 MY Ae 5 juſt K fort we 


fore vou: te -which'r ay. very eaſily, 


and quickly be done; 5 the Words of In- 


© ſtirution being very plain, and ſhort. 


And thus, or according: to thit fr Infti- 
© tuizon, and the true Value, and Deji gn 
« of the e which. appear in the 


Iaſtitution, þle © hit, at th his Bread, 
« and drink this up 


Aand'not in that ir- 
6 regular Manger” he PA been us'd to do 


its This | is moſt exaaly to the Apoſtle”s 
Purr poſe in this Place : a moſt proper, and: 
the only WIC. 00. to rectify A buſes in this 
Matter; and ſettle; and ſecure the right 


Mannerofceſevrating dt ſacred ene 


for ever. And ( (if we ap ply. this Direction 


to ourſelyes). tis really a A TR For our ge- 
neral, external Manner, or atagement 


of the Ordinance 3 rather than (as it has 
been moſt commonly eſteem d | for. out 
Preparation of our Hearts for it. 


It is, 1 moſt ſole nly profeſs, far, From 


| my Def Ign, or De Ine, to d e 


diſcountenance the Chriſtian Duty of by 2 


examination, (as I ho to make a of 
before I conclude this little Treatiſe: 18 


upon it asa molt uſeful, needful Wok, 52 
| E J think 


( 52 1 thy 1 7 Fo 1 en 6 Jets” 
ne Inſti 
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104. 4 Scripture Acttunt of | 
think it ſhould be perform'd. much oftner 
than the Lord's Supper is, at preſent, cele- 
brated among us ; and as ftrictly as you 
ill, Nor" o I eſteem it an improper 
Work, ot unfit Mean ofprepating a Perſon 
for this, or any other Ordinance. *Tis 
what might be of peculiar Service, and 
Advantage, either before, or after; or 
both before, and after any ſolemn Act of 
Religious Worſhip. . I only plead, there 
is not the leaſt juſt Foundation in this Text 
to eſteem it peculiarly requiſite to the wor- 
thy Attendance on the Lord's Supper; nor 
for the Practice of many very conſcientious 
Perſons, . who dare not improve an Oppor- 
tunity, when it offers, of coming to the 
Lord's Table, unleſs they have (at that 
Time particularly) examin'd themſelves in 
the Manner which is generally preſcrib'd. 
A Whereas, . I. confeſs, I cannot in all the 
Me Teſtament, or Reaſon of things, find 
1 any other Preparation neceflary to the 
worthy Attendance upon this, than what 
is equally neceſſary to the becoming, com- 
pos'd, and worthy Attendance on any o- 
ther Part of God's appointed Worſhip. 
And can't but think it great Pity that our 
Preparations for the ſolemn. Services of 
the Great God, ſhould be ſo unequally 
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divided { fo much to one, and betle. or 
note at all; to all the reſt. 
The Ap. vin! Chem che Sri 

their Abuſe of this Holy Ordinance, 
through their confus'd Manner of celebra- 
ting it; and directed them how to rectify 
it; in order to quicken them to a ſpeedy; 
and thorough Reformation in this Particu- 
lar, ſüggeſts the Conſequences of this un2 - 
worthy. anner of eating the Lord's Sun- 
per. See ber. 29, 30. For be tba. catelb; 
and drinteibuntworthil); eateth, and drink- 
ah JupoMenNT (it: ſnould have been render- 
ed as in the margin) to himſelf 5 not diſcerning, 

or 'rather not. 5 the Lord's 
Body: And, to prove this by Jaſtances too. 
plain to be deny*d, adds, in the next Verſe 
For this cauſe many are weak, and ſickly a- 
mong you; and many ſleep. The latter Ber 
of the agth verſe, is an Explanation of the 
firſt Part thereof; and wouhk!, per haps, 
make the Senſe more plain in che Engliſo, 
if it wapplaved immediately after it. And 
then the middle Chauſe of the 29th verſe 
and the following zoth verſe which is ah 
Explanation of that, would lie together; 
thus: For he that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily, not diſcriminating, or dif- 
& by 24th — or the con- 
E 5 + ſecrated 
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i ſecrated Bread, and Wine, in this Ordi- 
* nance, which repreſents the Lord's Bo- 
© ay; and which the Apoſtle ſtiles ſo here, 
© and in the 25th verſe, in Conformity to 


the Language of our Saviour in the In- 


* ſtitution 3 not putting that Difference, 
* he ought, betwixt theſe ſacred Elements, 


© or this ſacred Supper, which repreſents 


* the Lord's Body; and common Bread, 


and Wine, or a common Meal, which 


has no ſuch Signification, or Relation to 
« Chriſt:? this muſt be the Meaning of 


u JSraxetiror T6 G@ope Te Kveie:3. or, AS Our 


TPranſlation renders it, 20. diſcerning ibe 


Lord's Body. And this is St. Paul's own. 


Explanation of their eating, and drinking 
uncvorthiliy. This counfounding of: theſe 
_ things, ſacred and common things to- 


gether, was the very Abuſe they had been. 


guilty of (as appears by the foregoing Ac- 
count) and, conſtituted the Uaworthineſs, 


the Apoſtle is ſpeaking of, in their man- 
ner of eating thiꝭ Bread, and drinking this 
Cup. But to go on: He chat thus eat- 
eth and drinketh unworthiſy, eteth and 


drinketh Judgment, 0 Punifhment to 


« himſelf,“ i. e. He provokes God to pu- 


vniſn him. And with what Kinds of Judg- 


ments, or Puniſuments, the Apoſtie ſpe- 
8 1 R 25 # : A 4 8 cifies 


ng 


+ ee #A#. a P. = mx a> . from 2A \ Het, po dd im 


cifies in the next Verſe ; chat the Gorimtl tn 


For this Cauſe many arerweaks and. fictly a- 
mong you ; and many Rupien 241 24571 


as has been ef “d by that molt Sun 


ſudicious, and 414borious:-/ Interpreter ok 


theſe Epiſtiet, hin I have made ſo much 


} 
1 
8 | 5 4 » 4 "7 


Judg mem, muſt of Neceſſigy here ſignify 
: Puniſhment of quite a different Nature, 
182 $5 2 * 5 1 
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| I ſubmit it to the Confideration of aur learged 
Criticks whether; the Pamnation, or as it is in 

5 Margin, the Judgment, juſtly inf fed upont ele Per- 


ſons might not be as much the Natural Covlequencs 


of their own Management as the extraordinary E 6 
> of Divine Vengeance. It ne were. 
guilty of great Fxceſſes at the Celebration df, this 
Ordinance. . Some of them, we axe told in expre 
Terms, were drunken: and when they Bbfet id it fo 


frequently, tis not to be ad mired, if /or ihis very C 


as it is epre f. e enen ther. roere wes * 
2 pon 5 


and fickly, and. died. n Which Accobnt f 
W h Pur ofe to adviſe 2 

does, Ven 34. that they fit oul&Jult ſutisfy their Na- 
tural Hunger at home, 4 they might not come 
tagether unto this Judgment. * 


[mad 
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ans might underſtand the true Caule of that 
preſeut Lickly, dying Time among chem. 


Bamnatiom; the Term us'd .here;by.our 
Tranflators, & generally underſtogd d 
mean e Dion in the the World; 


a Nie 


? 14 > F 
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. as it is in dur 


l 2 N 
As he * % 
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108 7 . . of 
* exceeding evident, even to a careful 
agli Reader; 

11.) From e tet where 
=, the Apoſtte: explains. himſelf ; particula- 
rizes the Puniſhments, and thereby ſhews 
kbem te be "Temporal Judgmenis. And 

mall we pretend to underſtand St. Paul's 
| Meaning better than he did nt This 
i 6 alfo more evident, if 
70 (2.) From the zad. . the 
Ap poftle aſſerts wat the Deſign of thoſe 
Jg zen or Cbaſtiſements (as be here 
terms Siken was, ibat they might not be 
_ condemmiedibireafter with the World, z Le. the 

unbelieving World. Now St. Paul can 
never be ſuppoſed to ſay, or intend any 
fuch thing in this 32d Verſe: * That when 

_ _ ©*they were dame eternally, they were 
3 hnlteriec of the Lord, that they might 
not be damn'd: eternally with the unbe- 
_ « Jieving World. Which yet he muſt 


de ſuppos'd to ſay here, if this be really 


* Meaning in the 29th Verſe 
Some worthy. Men. baye argued” as if 
his dreadful: Word: Damnation” was ſet 
here, Mike a flaming Sword, to guard this 
Gerad, Ordinance tom che profane Ap- 
oaches of ungodly, Wretches. But there 
fat from 1 — 20. Jak. it 
5 5 7 ets © 1 - Was. 


was 1 * af a at 1 1b God's Diredtinn, 


2 Word, in that Senſe, comport wich what 
e the Apoſtle immediately adds. And tio, 
n Perſon in his Senſes can imagine, that this, 
y was an Overſight, which needed to be. 
n forrily — — faveral. Hundred Ion: 
E 


much leſs for any ſuch Purpale 3 and 8 A 
\ BM force plain Beans; which. Loni fs WM 
\ joyn' for the Satisfaction of en 15 can 9 
$ ſuppoſe any ſach ching. oe [i 
1 (I.) Becauſe. there is really. neh 8 in 
8 the Original (which is more daes, * 
$ and truly the Word of God, than an x 
Tranſlation made. by fallible, though 155 A 
5 ſo wiſe and geod Men) there is, Skis: bi 
: I fay, in che Original,) in this Place, that 
e imports eternal Damnaiion.z.. ner would the | | 
| 
4 


after. 4 i ee 
t _ = We 1 in cb, that where | this 
- awful Word keeps away one ſuch Lickel 
t Perſon; it keeps away. forty ſerious, fear- 


fu} Chriſtians, who have a moſt ju ſt, Gof- 


pel Right, as well AS, the. peat Need. -Y 
if upon lame Accounts, to come to. this com-, - 4 
t prtabla Ordinance... "Whereas, if this bad 22 
8 * any Means of God's appointing for 
the forementioned Purpoſe, it gomdhever 


e have ſo edly * of * End. 
* Nay, OUS IG eee 75 2 70 
8. Con” 7 -3) 


Www A un Arch of 

ED! ) Tt frems not any way ſuĩted td ſuch 
an Ed; and chefefbre hot ſodefign'd by the 
All wie God. For Unbelievers;' and the im- 
penitenilyj Withett dre, of all Men, the leaſt 
apt to be influenc'd; or deter*d by Threats 
of eternal Damnation * They "would not, 
_ elſe, go on daily in 4 ' Courſe of Life a- 
gainſt which eternal Damnation \ is Un veſtj- 
onably Ano thang Places of Scrip- 
ture. Ag es be en, Way chen | 
are ſuch Threats uſeck by God allwiſe in 

this laſt Inſtante, di te deter wicked 
Men from their wicked Pradlices ; ſince 
by Experience they appear fo theffeRtoat 
to, this Purpole?. 1 anfwer, They are far 
from being ineffeatun to chis Pürfpoſe, to 
choſe” happy Per ons, Who, by" cheſt, th: 
ether ine, other Means, are brou bt to 


Leperita &, and Reforthation (Life. 
And as for che ina im pe Menty” in 

Spigh. of theſe Lerrour vf ide Lord; — 
 haye Been really, and chief de- 
Ahfiuze Wisdom re anocher Bal. 


ig th f ir 5 10e re 
(0 Wee OOF abe, ME rin Re- 
18 to keep * e Perſbns 
from 


* 1 Sr Denne eee, wir 1 
from che Lord's Tables: fine ſuppoſing 
their Inclinations, or Qui e 
den ing armed 1 han = 
there, yet the Dijardline Chriſt has appœint- 
ed in his Church, 9 — 
deſign d ſhould be kept away 5 from this. 
Holy Ordmance:r namely, prof a Vn: 
believers, and the openiy ſcanualou n,: and 
the antient Church Diſcipline has been; long 
ſince, Joſt out of the Church; and what 
like to anſwer the Purpoſe abo vemention- 
ed. And the beſt that is ptetended to by 
any among us, under the Nation of DI 
ciplink, is cnſtſſed by themſelves td fa 
very hort of thats which'was firſt appoint 
ed, and exnercis'd in the Primii us Cburub. 
But What then ? can we imagine that G 
has provided a Sus cedancum for his Churches 


+ 
bn \W* 
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wilful Neglect, on Alteration of chis, . 


any of his moſt excellent /uftuniions? Na: 
It behoves chem befter to dook after; what 
heir Head, and Lord has intruſted with 
einn bas WW , mh yall mb ge. 
We need net therefore ſcruple td e. 
change this Word Damnation, in this Place. 
for a Word, which mere nearly enpreſf. 


4 
1 

My 
* 


oY 


A —_—— ENF „ 
* * 
mm 


222 A gene 


Ge 


more mild Sighnification. ** He that eateib, 
 *: and -drinketh unvorthily, nat diſcrimina- 
g, or diffkrencing, in the folemn Man- 
ner of partaking of it, this ſa cred Re- 
preſenta tion of he Lords Bad), from an 
ordinary Meal; eaterb, and drinketh 
Cauſe it is, that ſo many are weak” and 
friih among you's and that fo many have 
r 


Fhe Apoſtle in the next Verſe, (ver. 31) 


in this Matter, would be the beſt Way to 
put a Stop to theſe ſudgments of God, and 
prevent them for the future. But our 
Tranſlatiot renders the Senſe of it, at leaſt, 
very obſcure. For the! Greek Word, 
Hingitaper, which they tranllate Judge, in 
the former part of the Verſe, ſeldom, if e- 
ver, has that Signification, much leſs here; 
Where the Senſe, and coherenceof St. Puubs 
Diſcourſe ſo much more eaſily admits the 
true and common Signiffcation of the 


Word. It id the ſame Word which in the 


29th Verſe they render diſcern, and which 

truly ſignifiesi.(as'was! 'thefe obſery'd') 10 

en And; no doubt Baß tte very oo” 
"BR | | 
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Senſe here, and refers to che very fame. 
Thing. And then, the true Meaning of | 
this erſe will be to this Purpoſe: rh or 
if we would 4 ſcriminate, or tightly di- 
« ference ourſebves,” in our Way of cele- 
„ brating this Ordinanee, from dur ordi- 
© nary Way of eating, ant drinking for 
the Refreſhment of Nature, we Fault 
* "0 be judged ; we ſhould efcape thoſe 
Agen, or Puniſhments, which, 
hive been inflicted on many on this Ac- 
„count.“ See the preceding Verſe, This 
Verſe the "Ap poſtle inſerts, to encourage 
thoſe to a Ned daten of this Abuſe, 
who had not, as yet, fallen under thefe | 
Jadgwents of God for it. 
2d, or following Verſe Neid to 
be gde kim, for the Support, and 
Earp ent of thoſe, who were al- 
ready FIC with 'SicRndſs,” and Wrak- 
12/5 on this Account; that they might 
not deſpond under their Puniſhment: but 
repent, and reſolve to remove the Cauſe, 
by returning ro a more right, and proper 
Method of celebrating the Lord's Supper. 
But when, we are judged, e art 2e 
of the Lord, that we Gould not be condemn> 
ed with, the Jorld, Which is too plain, 
after WS has been BR. to need any hes 


4 4. A Str cripture. Broount of 

ther Exp planation. 8⁰ indeed, 1s what 
folloves in 5 Chapter; 3 where the Apo- 
ſtle cloſeth what he had been ſaying on 
this Head of tbe Lord's Supper, by preſ- 

ling them to rectify the Abuſes complain- 
ed of, Wherefore, my Brethren, when ye 
come together to, eat, tarry one for another, 
i, e. that you may eat the Lord's Suppen 
all together, in one Company, as Parta- 
kers all in common of the Lord's Table 


without Diviſion, ot. Diſtinction: and 


hot, as they were ſaid to do Before, ver 
18, 21. Aud F an % Man hunger, [and 
o May, be under a * "emptation of cating 
greedily, and dilorderly, as if he Was at 
4. common Meal; and. unbecaming ſuch 
1 one as this, inſtituted for ſuch a 
different And diſtinct d ſe]. let him cat at 
ems; that ye. come. not together, eis Neil 
unto Judgment, it is in the Original, not 
Hi, Condemnation, according to our 


Tray f 
Apoſtle) wi 7 /t in order hen Leone. | 
555 1 4 the hole, I oblerve,. 
That there i is not, in all this. Pac. 
| 5 ge, A] e leaf Mention 0 or, Reference 
to, any ee Unworthineſs in any of theſe 
0r1nt 91.2 5.to. par take 0 Nis Bols 'Ordi- 
nance, which « Xs it to 1 wr them 
away 
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tion. Aud the reſt, (concludes the 
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from an of them. There is Hieewife an 


in TWpchitehiy in ay ſinful, ſeanda- 
6 which'te 


of Chriſt, mult; of - eonſequente, — 
joyn With che Chriſtiah Chufch in Prayer, 


h Dödp's SER. 15 
y Rdn fr. Fhbere is, ann 
wortbinbſs; in the beſt of Chriſtians to p 
take of this, or any of God's Get © 
or any of his Mercies: but (through t 
Grace of God to us in his Son Jeſus Chriſt) 
not ſufffcient to exclude us from them, 0 


habitual Un ie which does exclude, 

eren tom 4 Goſpel Night to chis Ordi- 

narice, or. any other Privileges"of the 
Chriſtan Charch,! and tat i Hp) dt 


lous* Sdufſe, And this Unwofthinefs, 
nderschem utterly pe I 
ſons't6"N&hFy A Part which they have fot! 

nor any Right to, in the B6Uy,” or Church 


render thei imWorthy> And ith} 


and Praiſes, expreſtly bffer'd up to God, 
under the NOtion of PCavihant C God, and 
Father in Chrilt.” And beſide theſr, there 
is an acridht a, bd Bine, Sr Vas 
tot chis, Or any other Pürt df fr 
W6tſhip, Which Win ebe un 
gerate in the Het Chaptefz La. 
mould be bafefully güntded againſt, or 
remov' d: but ou made an cn 'of | 
Fretence tot vb Raining from't ha 
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ces of God. But all the Uuworibiusſi charg- 
eg upon the Corinthians, and refer d. to 
Throughout this Paſſage, is evidently an 
 Unworthinels.in their May and Manner of 
not be improper. to have taken notice of 
me becauſe many ſerious, timerous 


the Sin againſt the Holy Gbaſt, becauſe 


d' s Supper; when, 
* #3 £ Ss IS > „ 


in 


they had never pretended to it. And the 
Apr having mentioned their Abuſe in 


to 3 . — as ſuch 5 ſo that you as much, 


3 hp Eond's 8 


in hate” they made a mere common eat⸗ 
ing, and bis þ of 3-4 and; by that 
Means, neglected, and never partook of 
the true Lord's Supper 3 any more than if 


his Matter, lays,. ver. 20. When Je come 
J gether ber ere into one Place, this is not to 
eat the Lord's Supper, q. d. It is neither e. 


ſeem'd of God as ſuch, nor is it beneffcial 


in a manner, Hl leaſe God,” and alroge- 
ther as much pfejudice yourſelves,\ as if 
you never 25 atall to rat the Lord's 
Supper. he Loſs of their own*Edifica- 
tion, and Comfort, ſeems to be'equal,” in 


both Caſes; but as to the diſplealing of 


God (though no doubt it is great on both 


ſides) yet, ſuppoſing they fell into this un- 
wa Way of fry; EY what they called 


the Lord's Supper, through Inadverteric cy, 3 


not wilfully, and contemptuouſiy, or with 
ſome aggrayating Circumſtance; the Pro- 
vocation ſeemꝭ to be greater on the Side of 
thoſe, who intirely neglect this Ordinance; 
becauſe rhe others ſhe N ſome Regard to the 


Authority of him who e it, in 


their attempting any thin 


under that No- | 
tion: whereas ie imire 


refers of this 
Ordinance 
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Ordinance they. done: at all, in this R 
n % ſome, Nllowanee aſt. "again 
Mage. e thoſe, who . neple 12 It, not 
1o mucl h out of C quem, as a {i Wper tations 
51 2770 be. by Hegelving; Shi ich, with 
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who can read, or underſtand the pln. 
Words of the Inſtitution may judge whe- < 


Chriſtan may 


or any ether religious Service, While He 
_ endeayours to do his Duty in the beſt Man- 


*- 


the Lozw' 8 5 SYPPpR. - nl 
rally in out Aſſemblies, nd? every one, 


ther it ĩs or not) there is, not only no Dan- 
ger, but really no! Poſſibility, of a Perſon's 


receiving it unworthily-1 in that Senfe, and 
Manner, which is deſcribed, and threat- | 


ned by the Apotie in this 


which has been turn'd'to the needles. Ter- 


rour, oy times, of ſerious Chriſtians; 
even of ſuc 


as are ſufficiently guarded a- 
ainft this ſort of Unworthineſs by a-gene- 
ral Precaution, and Regard to the Betts 


of Inftitution,' which are read, and 


peaPd to as our Auchority, undd Rule: 
what we do; and as near as well der 
conform d to in every Step of our celebra- 
ting the Lord's Supper and by which 
are put in mind, even upon the Spot, af 
the diferiminating Uſe chey are to make of 
the Grdinance. And for all other. ub 
thineſs, and fection, which-a finceve 
chargeable with in dhlis, 


ner he can, he may ſafely truſt in the 
Merits, © and Mediation of our Great: 
Prieſt, and the Mercy Of God ithie Father. 
. hüte st the let Ke pra to 
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Wine one religious Duty, any more 
15 _ another, upon the Account of theſe. 
I obſerve in the next, and laſt Place, 

4. That, although the Examination of 
e and that in ſo ſtriẽt a manner as 
is generally directed to by Writers on the 
Lord's Supper, be a Duty in general; and 
a very good, and proper Preparative for 
our Attendance upon God in any of his 
appointed Services, and this of the Lord's 
Supper, as well as any other: yet cannot 
Kir be -inferr*d from ay thing: the A- 
in this Paſſage, that it is a-neceſ- 
ſary Peers for this Ordinance 3 lo that 
unleſs w have Opportunity for, and actu- 
ally done the one, we-qught not to attend 
the other. This Opinion (as much as it 
"hag prevail'd) has ariſen purely from a 
Miſtake of the true Deſign, and Import 
1 of the' Apoſtle's Wade + in the 28th Verſe 
= of this Chapter (as has been taken Notice 

ot by Archbihop Tagen, and other very 
il learned, and judicious Writers, long ago) 
and yet it has rob'd:many. a,fincere Chriſti- 
an, of many an advantageous, and com- 

fortable Attendance on the Lord's Supper, 
.notwithftandit Opportunities thereof oc- 
cur ſo vety ſeldom. This 28th Verſe to- 


* with the preceding Account of the 
| Inſtitution, 
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i and Deſign of the Lord's Sup- 


per, and indeed, the whole Paſſage, in the 


true Senſe thereof, was | moſt admirably 
adapted to the true, primary Deſign of it; 
to rectify the groſs Irregularity, w which was 
crept into the Corinthian Church, in their 
Management of this Part of their publick 
Service. It is likewiſe (according to what 
may rationally be ſuppoſed a ſecondary 


Intention of it) a — excellent Rubrick 


to direct, and ſecure from Alteration in 


the Church, the pure, plain, ſolemn, 
Primitive Manner of eelebrating this Holy 
Ordinance, through all futurè Ages: but 
has really no more to do with the Prepara- 


tion of out Hearts for this Ordinance, than 
the 33d Verſe; Y berefore, my Brethren, 


when ye come by; rein th 10 . 8 one for 
another. 

But that I may not have the conſcien- 
tious, Chriſtian Reader deſtitute of a Scrip- 
ture Rule for the right Preparation and 
Management of his Soul; for the regulat- 
ing his inward, as well as outward Deport- 
ment on this, and every ſuch ſolemn Oc- 
caſion; I will beg his leave to propoſe one, 
which to me, appears much more ſuitable 
and pertinent to this Purpoſe, Chap. v. 8. 
"OW our Paſſover, is ſacrificed for us; 
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4 ASoripture Account of 
.aherefore let us:keep:the-TieaF:; not : with old 
- Leavens neither with the Leaven af Malice, 
and Wi ickedneſs: hui n 


Bread of Sincerity, and Truth. 


There cannot be a better Rule preſcrib- 
ed, whereby. to, prepare gurſelves for this, 
And, indeed, for all our ſolemn Approaches 


+before the holy, beartrſearching God, 
chan this 3 Which directs us to Set, and 


Reep / our Breaſts free from the pernicious 
„ of finful Laſts, and Paſſions; and 
repleniſhed with. contrary Graces, and 
Vertues. And chis, both Jt the general 


Courſe of our Lives, and alſo, more par- 


. upon ſuch Occaſ . 
For the better Underſtanding, this excel. 
lent Rule therefore, and juſtifying this Uſe 


Of it, let us turn to the Place, and conſi- 


der the Words, as they ſtand connected 


with what the Apoſtle is there diſcourſ- 


ing. But this ſhall be * Nebel ano- 
cher 3 Ii 


I - ow r 123 
. 


4 W on the eighth Perſe of 
be 5 th Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians; which. is re- 

| 9 bet as a proper, Stated Rule, 
vr Direction how ot: ro prepare our 
ſebves or, and to attend moſt become 

ingly, profitably, and comfortably 
upon this, and all the other Parts 
of the ſolemn, publick Worſhip of 


God, which are all awful, and ought 


to be attended a with we Ser aufn 
and Care. | 


For Chriſt, our 48 is ſacrificed for 
us 3. E et us. keep the Feaſt, not 
with o al Leaven z er with the Lea- 
ven of Malice, and Wickedneſs; but 
with the cles be N of N 


204 Truth. | 


HE Apoſtle Poul i is, in this Place, 
T the Corinthian. 5 The to 
excraraunicat an inceſtuous Perſon z as 
Gent from W the ſoregoing Part of the 
| e It 3s not material here to en- 
F 2 Anuire 
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quire who, or what, this inceſtuous Perſon 
was, if he was not their Fulſe Teacher him. 
ſelf, in whom they wer eſo apt 20 glory, and 
Be 92 up; yet, ver. 2. he ſeems, at leaſt, 
to have been too much countenanc'd, and 
Tupported by him. But be he who he will, 
the 8 oſtle inſiſts upon their caſting him 
out of their Communion, for this plain 
_ Reafon, ver. 6. Know ye not, that a little 
Leavin leaveneth ihe whole Lump ? i. e. as 
a very little Leaven, ſuffer'd to lie in any 
Part of a Lump of Dough, will. ſpread, 
and communicate its Ferment through all 
the Parts thereof, till the whole be leavened: 
o one ſuch wie ſcandalous Perſon, or 
3 little ſuch Wickednels, as he hath been 
guilty of, being ſuffered among you, will 
not only give the whole Society'a Share in 
the Guilt, and Diſgrace thereof; but will 
alſo tend to infect the Community, and 
make all, or the greater Part like himſelf 
Such is the ſpreading, infectious Nature of 
Sin. Purge out therefore (ſays the Apoſtle, 
ver. 7.) the Old Leaven, i. e. Caſt this 
wicked Perſon, . and his wicked Practice, 
while it remains with him alone, out of 
your Community. The old Leaven, q. d. 
whoſe Practice would better become your 


Sg Gentile State, than that you are now 
in: 


Ss 
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in: and though indeed, ſuch, as is not 
nam d among the Gentiles, ver. 1. yet ſa- 
vours of thoſe Luſts, which were indulg'd 
among the Heathen, and might better be 
tolerated, or conniv'd at, among a Com- 
pany of 1dolatrous Heathens than in a 
Chriſtian. Society. Purge out therefore 
this old Leaven, that ye may be anew Lump; 
i. e. that ye may be, may appear to be, 
and continue to be what you profeſs, and 
ought in Reality to be, viz. a new Lump; 
a reform'd Society, and Generation or 
Men; who have abandon'd your old 
Character, and taken upon you to be a 
new, and holy People. For he adds, as 
ye are'Unleatened; q.d. as ons, and ait of 
you profeſs to be, are ſuppos'd, and ought 
to be Unl-avened 3 as this is your peculiar, 
| diſtinguiſhing Character, you ought to 

antigen ECEEr,- 8 
maintain it. Upon this laſt Thought Le 
ſeems to ground what follows in this 2th, 
together with the whole 8th Verſe; and 
which may therefore be conſidered as in- 
cluded in a Parentheſis: after which he re- 
turns to the Matter of Church Diſcipline 
again in the gth Verſe : but Having here 
intimated to them, what was ſuppos'd, 
and ought to be their true Character, as 
Chriſtians, and a Chriſtian Society; dix. that 
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they ſhould be unleavened; He ſuhjoyns a 
very juſt, and pertinent Reaſon. for this: 
(alluding to a Law of the Antient Paſſover) 
For Chriſt, our Paſſover, is. ſacrificed for 
#5s 3 therefore let us keep the Feaſt, &c. q. d. 
as the Jews had a ſolemn Feſtival, ap- 
pointed by God, for the thankful, joy- 
ful Commemoration of their Deliverance 
out of Egypt; and their Salvation from 
the deſtroyiug Angel, by the Blood of 
the Paſchal Lamb; and were required, 
in order to their acceptable Obſervance 
of this Feſtival from time to time, to 
q put, and keep, away all manner of Lea- 
ven from themſelves, and their Houſes: 
1 «. ſo Chriſt, our Paſchal Lamb (of which 
that of the Jews. was a Shadow) is ſacri. 
«.. ficed for us; by his Blood fo ſave us from 
Sin, and Death, and by his Goſpel to 
bring us out of our 1dolatrous,” Geniili 
State (which was a State of Vaſſallage to 
the Devil) to be the peculiar People, 
Subjects, and Church of God. And we 
have a Feſtival, to keep in Commemo- 
ration hereof ;. Which it behoves us to 
celebrate in a proper Manner, that is to 
ſay, Not with old Leaben; neu ben with 
tbe Leaven of Malice and Wicki dueſi; but 
* with the unleavened. Bread of Sinterii), 
& and Truth.” - Before 
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Mercy, or Deliverance; and takes in the 


which the Apoſtle alludes, was to laſt a 
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TW! -payficuſlerly theſe 
Directions. of the Apoſtle, it will be pro- 
per to enquire; ' what" he intends by keeping 
tbe Feaſt. And Jam far from confining 
this Feaſt, to the Lord's Supper; though 
think, he cannot but have ſome Refe- 
rence to it. The Greek Word zeprr AC, 
made uſe of here, ſignifies, 10 celebrate a. 
ſacred Feſtival, a boly Day, or holy Time, 
ſet apart jor religious Thankſgiving, and 
Rejoycing, on Account of ſomèe eminent 


whole Time of ſuch Solemnity, -as well as 
any more eſſential Parts, or Obſervances- 
thereof, Thus the Jewi/b Feſtival, to 


Week: during all which Time, they were 
to eat no Leaven, nor ſuffer it in their 
Houſes, Exod. xii. 13, 19, and I cannot 
but think the Apoſtle muſt intend here * 
keeping the Feaſt, 

1. The-whole Life of a Chriſtian 5 which 


ſhould be all ſacred to God, and Religion; 


_ even the common, ordinary Undertakings, 


and Imployments of it, ſhould be done in 
Obedience to the Will, with a View to the 
Glory, and a Dependance on the Bleſſing 
of God, x Cor: x. 31. It ſhould be fill'd 
upwich In Thankfulneſs to God for 

F 4 Chriſt 
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Chriſt ; and religious Rejoycing in a Senſe 
of his Grace, and Favour to us, in, and 
through him, 1 Theſſ.v. 16, 17, 18. And, it 
is certain too, the whole Life of a Chriſti- 
an ſhould be kept, as free as poſſible, 
from the Leaven which the Apoſte ſpeaks 
of in this Place. Beſides, he ſeems, ver. 7. to 
ſpeak of this, as their conſtant CharaZer 
(viz, that they are unleavened) at one time, 
as well as another; and as a Character 
they ſhould always induſtriouſly maintain; 
and therefore, ſhould put away all known, 
and apparently wicked Perſons from a- 
mong them; not only from their Com- 
munion in their in folemn Worſhip, 
and Attendance on the Lord's Table; but 
alſo from. their priyate. Tables, and as 
much as may be, from their common Con- 
verſation: See ver. 1 1. Jeſt they ſhould, 
at any time, be infected, and Jeavened 
thereby; and ſo loſe this Character. There- 
fore,” fully to'anſwer the Purport of the 
Apoſtle's Argument, we muſt, I think, 
extend the Chriſtian Feſtival he ſpeaks of, 
to the whole Life of a Chriſtian, or to the in- 
tire State, and Duration ic the. Cbriſtian 
Church, But yet, | 

2. As ſome of the ſeven. Days of the 
Jewifs „ 1 firſt, and laſt,” for 
Inſtance; 3 
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Inſtance, were, in a peculiar . Manner» 
diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt, by the holding 
a holy Convocation on them; and devoting. 
them more intirely to religious. Purpoſes ; = 
for which Reaſon St. John, ſpeaking 'of - 
one of them, calls it he Great Day of the 
Feaſt, John vii. 37. and it having been the 
Practice of Chriſtians, from the very Time 
of our Saviour's Reſurrection, to obſerve 


the firſt Day of every Wetk, as in a pecu- 


liar Manner, ' @ religious Eeſtival, whereon 


to commemorate that great, and joyful 


Event, which happened on it, and which 
completed our Deliverance by the Death 
of Chriſt ; and to have their holy Convoca- 
tions, or their moſt ſtated, conftant; and 
ſolemn Times of aſſembling themſelves to- 
gether for the publick Worſhip of God, 
and celebrating the: Lord's Supper; and, 
by Way of Diſtinction, gave it the Name 
of the Lords Day, (as I have had Occaſion 
to obſerve before:) this may therefore be 
look'd upon as the great Chriſtian Feſtival, 
or the great Day of the Feaſt 5 and under 
this Notion, may (I think very fairly) be 
ſuppos'd to be glanced at by the Apoſtle, 
when he ſpeaks here, of our Keeping a Ws. 
val, or Holy Day. 

F or when he is ſpeaking: of, and arguing 


from a Feſtival, in general, it is very ra- 


Fs _____nional 


tional to ſuppoſe he might, at the ſame 
time, have a ſpecial Regard to the more ſpe- 
cial, or ſacred Parts, and Seaſons, as well 
as Solemnities of that general Heſtival: and 
eſpecially, when (as in this caſe) it gives ad- 
ditional Force to his Argument. For, if. 
the Reaſon of our conſtant Care io be free. 
from this Leaven, be the Conſecration of 
aut hole Lives to God, and his Service; 
certainly the mort ſpecial Conſecration of our 
Lora's Days to this, will require a propor- 
tionably ſricter, and more eſpecial Care of 
this Matter, on theſe. Seaſons; as will ap- 
| pear yet more evident, when we ſhall con- 
ider, what this Leaven is, cc. 
Vea, and our proper, every Day's Care 
to. be fit for our more common every Day's. 
Intercourſe with God, is highly requiſite to 
our Fitneſs ſar the yet more ſolemn Wort of 
aur more ſole mn Seaſons ;. and might, with 
this View, be inſiſted on. And let me al- 
ſa add, „„ Þ on Mobgy 5 WHY REA BY x) £7 
As the, great Care, that was requir'd of 
the Jews, to cleanſe themſelves, and their 
Houles from all manner of Lea ven on, or 
againſt, the firſt great Day of their Paſchal 
Feſtival; k made it ſo much eaſier ta keep 
them ſo, during all the reſt of that boty. 
Sreſon.; ſo our great Cate: to cleanſe, _ | 
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fit ourſelves, in a peculiar manner, for the 
ſolemn Services of the Lord's Day, would 
be a moſt excellent Means of keeping our 
ſelves more free from that, which tends to 
defile us in the Sight of God, 1he ho ſuc: 
ceeding Part of the Week; and conſequent 
ly, through the Whole of our Lives; which 
ſhould (as I obſerv'd before) be ſacred to 
God, and ſanctify'd by our daily Addrei- 
ſes to him, Dependance on him, and Care 
to plea ſe him in all we do. Nor, 

3. Can I, by any Means, think, that 

ue are to leave the ſolemn, Chriſtian Inſti- 
tution, of the Lord's Supper, out of the 
Apoſtle's Meaning, and View, in this 
Place; where he evidently ſpeaks of Chri- 
ſtians-. keeping a Feat upon the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt. , The Word #ce74Gour, let us keep 
the Feat, does indeed (as I hinted before) 
not ſignify to partake of 4 Peaft, (i. e. a 
Meul) only, but more generally, 10 cele- 
brate a Feftival, or Time of Feaſting, or 
Rejoycing. But what then? This Pecti 
1 and includeth a Feast in the 
other Senſe; as the Paſchal Feſtival ſup- 
poſed, and included the Paſſover Supper, 
and can't well be conſidered excluſive there- 

of. Beſide 73 #«gx id Reise, Chrift our 
Paſſever, the pr eceding Words, cannot + 
25 | | EE 
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132 A Seripture Account of 
nify the Feſtival in general, but the Paſ- 
chal Supper, or the Lamb ſlain, and ſerv'd 
8. that Purpoſe. And accordingly the 

Nord 73 #«aoxa is uſed, Matth. xxvi. 17. 
and in ſeveral o her Places. Wherefore the 
Apoſtle mult here refer to ſomething, un- 
der the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, which an- 
ſwered to the Paſſover Supper? as well as 
to the Paſchal Fefival. And what can 
this be, but the Lord's Supper, which is a 
figurative feeding, or feaſting upon Chriſt ; 
eating the Fleſh, and drinking the Blood 
of this Sacrifice. Chriſt cur Paſſover (ſays 
the Apoſtle) the Paſchal Lamb, ſet apart 
for this Family, of which we are Members, 
is ſacrificed for us; after this it immediately 
follows, therefore let us keep the Feaſt, or 
Feſtiual. Now this following immediately 
after the other Expreſſion, muſt imply not 
only the obſerving a ſolemn Seaſon ;, but alſo 
particularly, ihe feaſting upon this ſacrificed 
Lamb : q. d. Let us both eat our Paſſover 
Supper, and celebrate all the reſt of our 
great Feſtival ſo, and ſo. And St. Paul 
had the more Reaſon to image out the 
Lord's Supper by the Paſſover Supper, 
becauſe they fo nearly reſembled one ano- 
ther; not only, in that both of them were 
inſtituted in Commemoration of fignal 

. Dtieliverances 3 
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Deliverances 3/ but! alſo. in that both of 
them figured out, and pointed at the ſame 
thing, v1z. the Sacrifice of Chriſt the Lamb 
of od. That: the Lord's Supper points 
at this, is evident from the very Inſtitution 
of it. And that the Paſſover pointed for- 
wards to the ſame Event, and was typical 
of it, appears in that St. Fobx, mentioning 
that Circumſtance of our Saviour's Cruci- 
fixion, That the Soldiers forbore to break 
his Legs, notwithſtanding they brake thoſe of 
the Thieves who were reuify'd with bim, 
takes notice, that theſe things were done, 
that the Scripture ſhould be fulfilled 3 a Bone 
of him ſhall not be broken, John xix. 36. 
which was the very Command God had 
given concerning the Paſchal Lamb, Exod. 
X11. 46. And which could not be ſaid to be 
fulfilled in dur Saviour, if 1 it was not ty- 
E of him. =. 40; .,548Þ- 

It is not likely then, that St. Paul could. 
mention Chri#; the Lamb of God, aur 
Paſſover, or Paſchal Lamb's beit * ſacrificed 
for 4; and our keeping a Feſtivnd, - which. 

imply'd a Feaſt, p that ſacrifice; under 
the Chriſtian Diſpenfation,! anſwering toy 
or reſembling ithe"Fewjh Paſſi ver and 


not have in his *-Mind"%he Ordinance of 'the 1 


Lord's Supper, which; was" inſtituted; im- 
2 1 ITY 0 mediately 


— 


78 A: As. 
niediately! upon the aboliſhing} of the o- 
ther; and as it were, to take up: the De- 
flgn; and ſupply the Place of it in the 
Chriſtian Chur eh; ſo far as that had figur- 
ed out the Death, and Sacrifice of Chriſt, 
Though this in all probability was not all 
the Apoſtle had in View, when he wrote 
chis Paſſage; as has been ſhewn already. 
Por as the Firſt Day of the Jewiſb Paſſ- 
over\ was one of the principal Days of 
that ſolemn Feſtival, and the eating of 
this Paſchal Supper, the principal, moſt 
eſſential Service of that Day, and what 
—_ Name — the whole ſeven Bay's Feſti- 
val, tho was begun but at the Even- 
ing of that Grit Day; and all over before 
the Morning: ſo, though the whole Life 
ola Chriſtian, and every Week of it be a 
Feftivat, or holy Time ; yet the Lord's 
Day, or firſt Day of every Week, the 
Day oh: which Chiiſt roſe flom the Head, 
is*the Chriſt ian? Gridat Day be Fraſt; 
his moſt ſacred edipab, Br Holy Day 
and the telebriting of the Lord's Suꝑper, 
the priuripal Serviee of that! Days though 
but am of it. It is the Frafof that ho- 
Iy1Feftival\. And, if we may jt ge Of. it 
byirhe Practice of the: Appbſtles, and Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians; and thein Expreſſions 
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concerning it; it is a \'prineipal;.eflential 
Part of the publiek Service of that Day, 
as has been ſhewn- before, from Ads xx. 7. 
ſo that, perhaps, we can ſearce be ſaid to 
half obſerve the Lord's Day without it. 
Such a Paſſover Feſtival as the eus Paſſ- 
over would have been, without the Pa,. 
bal Supper ; juſt ſuch: our Lord's Days, 
and Meets ſeem to be, wherein we have no 
Lord's Supper celebrated. Therefore, ac- 
cording to the purer, primitive, apoſto- 
lick Cuſtom, if the Apoſtle Paul by Chri- 
ſtiaus: keeping Holy Day, in this Place, be 
allowed to have any particular Reference 
times ſet apart by them, and more eſpecial 
ly devoted to the: ſtated, publick Worſhip. 
of God; he muſt, of courſe, refer alſo to 
the Feaſt; or Ordinance of the Lords Sup- 
per, as ever a ronſtant, conſiderable Pari 97 
the Ser vice of ſuch a Day, or N 1; 
_ rat ap two. laſt r of 
nerfedily } coincide, „Or fall in — 2s = : 
ther. And the firſt is not at all ineonſi. 
ſtent with them. For why ſhould the whole 
Life of a Chriſtian be r SEP! eſented, 8 aa. 
crad Feſtival, . but for 50 conſtant Acceſs 
he: has into the Divine Pr eſence, to the 
. Mercy. 
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4. 4 neee Arcoun: of 
Mercy-Seat of God; the conſtant Occa- 


ſion he has to rejoyce in his Grace; and 


for the frequent, at leaſt weekly more 
ſolemn Days, or Opportunities of parta- 
ing of this Paſſover, which is ſacrificed for 
him; which as it were, fill up his whole 
Life, and diffuſe a Holineſs through it. 


One great Reaſon, at leaſt, why-we ſhould 
endeavour to keep ourſelves conſtantly free 


from the Leaven, mentioned in this Place, 
is, that we'may be the more habitually pre- 
pared to appear before God, upon every Oc- 


caſion, and every Opportunity, in bis moſt 
folemn Worſbip; and at laſt, 7o celebrate an 
everlaſting Sabbath; or Holy- Day! in Heaven. 


And if the Death' and Saer ice ¶ Cbriſt for 
1s be a Reaſon (and if it was not a very 


good one, the Apoſtle would not, as he 


_ evidently has, have given it for ſuch) if 


this, I fay, be a Reaſon, why we ſhould 
keep ourſelves unleavened, at all times; it 


will certainly hold, in a more particular 
manner, with regard to ſucbh times, as we 
draw nigh ſolemnly to worſhip God in the 


Aſſemblies of his Saints, and in the Name 
of this crueify'd, ſaerificed Saviour; and 


to celebrate a Day, and an Ordinance, by 
Chriſt's Appointment, in ſolemn Comme- 
an his Death and Sacrifice for The 
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The Apoſtle's Meaning therefore, in the 
Words under nee ſerms in ort, 

to be this?: 

« Chriſt, our Chriſtian Paſſover, or Paſ- 
chal Lamb, is ſacrificed once for all, and 
is ever prepared for us, that we may 
keep a continued Feſtival, and have 

continual Proviſion for it. Therefore 
we ſhould continually, as we have Op- 
portunity, eſpecially on our Lords Days, 
© the Great Days of the Feaſt, eat of the 
Chriſtian Paſſover: with all the whole 
Family of Chriſt every where, and take 
care that we celebrate all the reſt: of the 
holy Feſtival too (all the reſt of our Lives) 
not with old Leuven; neitber with the Lea- 
ven of Malice, and Wickedneſs 3 but with 
© the. uneavened Breed: 'of di W 
( 

And comdifieriants; . daties the Apoſtle's 8 
Expreſſions, and the Argument he is up- 
on, we cannot, I think, reaſonably allow 
leſs than this to be the true, proper Mean- 
ing of what he here ſays to the Corinthians. 
And then this muſt be allow d a deſigned 
Rule for the Frame of Soul, and 2 —— | 
Deportment of Chriſtians, at all times ; 
and eſpecially, in their more ſolemn, publick 
— of God; and ** * Lords 

| Supper. 


Wich will likewviſe farther ap- 
— 4 from che Aptnefs' of the Direction: to 
this Purpoſe. But I cannot forbear mak: 
in g Unotoltowiig Obſervãtions upon what 
Ras been offer'd, before I ny far- 
ther? © 
(I.) That All the! Perfonat- Preparation, 
that is neceſſary to a Chriſtian's moſt wor- 
thy, and acceptabſe Attendance” on the 
moſt ſolemn Worſhip, and Ordinances of 
God, one as well as another of them, is 
any to make that, in a more eſpecial — 
U pon thoſe Occaſions," which ought 
his daily — "as long as be lives. 
And ide sd the frequent celebrating of 
choſe Ordinances, and Returks6f thoſe Sea- 
_ ſons, wherein we are — in a more 
eſpecial manner, to make this: Matter our 
Care, and Endeavour, would very much 
tend 3 N weY Watchfulneſs, 
aft Cir infpection, Icy, Piet 3 and 
Charity, which ſo thighly become bins. 
ans at all times,” habitual, and caſy to us: 
and the nearer we could by: this means, 
bring up the conſtant, every Day's Frame 
of our Minds, to tliat, 97 us 
in dur Abtendianee bf the moſt ſacred Or- 
dinances, the fitter ſhould we grow for 
— — to celebrate an 
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5 = ©4 moſt holy, joyous | 

ö 1 Feſtival, in the moſt iche. 

7 diate, 80 us Preſente of God, and 
the Pal: . anck ever. And then, 

(2.) If there be really fo little Diffetenes 

betwixt that Care of à Perſôn's ſelf, and 

3 of the Framè of his Mind, which a Chri- 

f ſtian ought» to exerciſe every Day, 70 5 

p Hour of his Life, and that, which is 

f quiſite to his worthy, acceptable” Ate 

dance upon God, in his molt ſacred Ordi- 


, nances z. z mach! leſs Reaſon is there, 
4 we ſhould make fuch a wide Difference, as 

moſt Chriſtians have been apt to make, 
f betwixt one holy Ordinance,” and another? 


Why is ſo much Caution given, and Care 
© taken, about Preparation for the Lord's 
r Wl Suppers and at the ſame time, ſo little 
1 ever ſaid, or thought” about Aration 
7 for Prayer, or 'Praiſe;” or benni; the 
d Word of God; or rather, (What J cannot 
* but think the moſt proper of ally Prepara- 
£ tion for the —— Day; or the ſolemn, pub- 
, lick Worſbi p „ God in general, be it on 
e what Day i wl and for 15e aid, 
IS and moſt e Ke Part of it, in Particular; 3 
a be moon r amn g Tb. reſt 2 The 
tion, un 


ES 


T A pöſtolick Ditec er Conſiderati- 
1 on, ſeerns to have beef ford upon this 
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ruth. Thus would our 
holy, 
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in the moſt eaſy, natural, and beſt man- 
ner, fit us for our more private, daily 
Devotions, and converſe with our God; 


theſe for more publick, weekly Solemni- 


ties; and thoſe for Heaven. But it is nom 
Time I ſhould explain theſe apoſtolick Di- 
J % = TIO 

1. Not with old Leaven. The Apoſtle 


having us'd the ſame Term, in the fore- 


going Verſe, with Reference to the inceſtu- 
ous Perſon, may be thought, perhaps, to 
intend the ſame ſcandalous Perſon, in this 
8th Verſe, If we allow this, then we muſt 
ſuppoſe, that this firſt Direction, ot with 
old Leaven, refers to the publick Diſcipline, 
the Church ought to exercife on any ſcan- 
dalous Member: and all that follows in 


this Verſe, to that private Diſcipline (as 1 


may call it) which every Chriſtian ſhould 
exerciſe over the Temper, Thoughts, Af- 
fections, and Paſſions of his own Soul, Bur 
I confeſs, to me the ApoRtle ſeems to re- 
fer to the latter of theſe only, in all theſe 


Directions: for, as was hinted before, 1 


look upon all from [unleavened]in the 7th - 
Verſe, to the end of the 8th Verſe, to be 
a Parentheſis ; containing a Reaſon of 
what he had ſuggeſted in thoſe Words 

” | immediately 


= 


TOON 74 4 | | 
ugly preceding las ye „ 


ing Vis, A Reaſqn, why. they ſhould one, 


g 


| > all. of them, be an. unleavened, holy 


eople. Me Mr, Lock has very juſtly ob. 
ſery'd, in ſeveral Places of his Paraphraſe, 
and Notes on St. Paul's Epiſtles, that there 
qthing more common with St, Paul, 
1155 Wifi, than, having us'd a Word, 
3 hraſe in one Sentence, to repeat it pre- 
50 y in Naber in ſomewhat 4 differen 
uſe. Nor yet Perhaps, is the -Senſe 1 
— for here, ſo very different but that 
it may very well be allow'd. For he ſeems 
10 leihe e Perfon, the old Leaven, 
e 7th, Verſe, by Reaſon of his retain- 
bd Tuts, and. P Practices 1 — old, 
i 175 State (if he was a Gentile Convert) 
wever his indulging to ſuch Laſts 
ractices, by which St. Paul often de- 
He the miſerable, degenerate State of 
Gentile World. And they are theft 
Lufts, and Practices, themſelves, w : WR 
underſtand by. old Leaven in this 8th Verſe 
755 ae, which in another Place, e alk 
e. 05 Man with his "Deeds, Col. ili. 
ha old Leaven ſeems here to be. a 35 
of 7 wherewith St. Paul, brands, 
0 tbeſe Tufts and Pratfices, and thoſ 
e who WOW» an e 1525 
elves 


— eee 1 . as 
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lves Wich 
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by more general Senſe, than in, 5 e 5th, 
ſeems farther probe 3 11 he here 
leaves out the Article, — is there in- 
ſerted here, it is only C wget, old Lea- 
ven, there it is 74 FRF, dl, the old 
Fed pointing to that, of the inceſtuous 
Per . particularly +494 to him, 25 Jea- 


| we'd „and .defiled with it. 

What the old Leaven,. or the Laſts, and 
t Praftices of che idolatrous, Gentiles were, 
may be ſeen, Rom. i. 24, and thoſe of the Ca- 
„ rinthiars, in e 95 or Gentile, 

- Wl uaregenerate.;State, the Ape _—_ 

i, Wl Specimen. of, in che Ech 2 of 10 . 
0 8 e e that, the 

S, higous ſhall not in he Kingdom Gaa? 

e- - 10 ACA e ee ner Ido- 
of Ml /sters, nor Aduiterers,, nor, Effeminate, nor © 
if: Aer, of. themſelves with... Faukind, nor 
1 7 2 nor Covetous, nor. Drupkards, nar 
ſe. Wl Revilers,, nor Extortioner ball inherit the 
ils den of (God 44 were ſome of B 
80 RR wo I6, are ſanti 125 
rm ze are juſtifyed, in ibe Name of the-. ord 
ds, Jeſus, and 74 17 of our God, 75 50 by 
%. dbeir empracing Chrittianity, hi being 
* een Chriſt, they Were, waſh? 4p 
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bis Blood from the Guilt of thoſe Sins, 


and obliged to Newneſs of Life: and (en- 
Joy ing the Goſpel Means of Grace) were 


ſuppoſed to have made ſome” conſiderable 


Advances towards a new, and holy Heart, 


and Life; and to be endeavouring after 
farther Degrees thereof. For theſe Luſts, 
and Practices, were, in any Degree unbe- 
coming, and in a prevailing Degree incon- 
"ſiſtent with that New Character, they now 


pretended to. And hetthey bad taken ſo 


Fearxly, and deep Root in them; that they 


were not without great Care, and Pains, 
to be ſuppreſs*'d. For which Reaſon, we 
find St. Paul often cautioning the "Gentile 
"Churches againſt them. See what He ſays 
Epbeſ. v. 3—8. But Fornication,” and all 
"Uncleaneſs, or Concupiſcence, let it not be 
"once Named among you, as becometh Saints 


(or Chriſtians) neither filtbineſi, nor fooliſh 
| Salty my Yefting, which are not Cie 
ent; "but rather, giving of Thanks ; for this 


"ye knbw, 'that 'no Whoremonger, nor unclean 
n, nor Covetous Man, who'ts an Idb. 


Laber, bath an Inheritance in the Ringdom of 
Cbriſt, and of Cod. Zet no Min deceive 

5% with vain Words; fo! Joon of theſe 
| things, cometh the Wrath of Gog upon the 
Chilaren of diſobedience. '' But be not ye 21 
In 6 
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| fore partakers with them, for ye were ſome- 
| times darkneſs ; but now are ye Light in the 
: Lord; walt as Children of "the Light. 
. How like is this to the Exhortation under 
; Conſideration,” Chriſt, our Paſſover, is 
ſacrificed for us, therefore let us keep" the 
Teaſt; not with old Leaven. Let every 
. one of us put away from ourſelves, and 
- WH cndeavour-to keep as free as poſſible from 
v any of theſe old Luſts and Practices, viz. 
0 all the inordinate, ſinful Luſts, and Grati- 
y Wl fications of the Fleſh, which were what they 
„ gave themſelves up to, in their unconver- 
e ted, Gentile State; their old State. And 
le the ſinful, inordinate Luſts, or Appetites 
'S of the Fleſn; and ſinful Indulgence of 
chem, are as eld as our firſt Parem's eating 
e be forbidden Fruit; from whom we all 
ts ſeem to have derived them, in our very 
ſh Conſtitutions, - in too ftrong a Degree; 
i- and this is perhaps, what the Apoſtle” 
% means by a Law in our Members, warring 
an againſt the Lato of our Minds, Rom. vii. 
o 23. Theſe inordinate, ſinful Luſts of the 
of Wl Fleſh, or Appetites of the Animal Part 
ve of us, together with the Gratification of 
eſe them, are however, I think, what St. Paul 
the WM chiefly intends by old Leaven, in this 
e- Place; The „„ Leaven 
erk! | 1 was 
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was of this Sort. And although Reſent- n 
ment, Malice, and Miſchievouſneſs to. o 
wards others, might be thought proper WW a 
enough, upon ſome Accounts, to have WW a 
been comprehended too in the Term od 
Leaven ; yet there is no Occaſion to take Ml a 
them in, by Reaſon they are mentioned t 
Uiſtinctly, in the following Words. Nei. n 
iber with the Leaven of Malice, &c. Why i 
they are ſo, I ſhall ſuggeſt preſently, Nu 
Let me only conſider, in a few Words, WW v 
how reaſonable it is that we ſhould be re- rp 
-quired to keep the Chriſtian Feaſt without Wl t: 
Ibis old Leaven. And, 1 I 
(1.) Thoſe inordinate Luſts of the ll « 
Fleſh, and the indulging. of them, in v 
Perſons profeſſing Chriſtianity, is a great 4 
Diſhonour to Chriſt, our Head. Is it not Ml a 
highly diſhonourable to him, to make WC 
him the Head of a Body, made up of ſuch Ml | 
corrupt Members, ſuch mere Animals, I 
Brutes in human ſhape ? for what better k 
is a Man actuated, guided, and governed MW " 
by his fleſhly Appetites, and Paſſions ? l 
(2.) This old Leaven countermines the I ! 
great, and main Defign of Chriſtianity ; Wl © 
which is the rectifying, purifying, and i 
exalting of both Soul, and Body; both WW * 
which, his Leaven corrupts, and debaſes © 
5 more, 
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more, and mote; and unfits either to do, 


or to enjoy any thing that is truly good, 
and worthy of us, as reaſonable Creatures, 
and as Chriſtians. Of conſequence, 

(3.) It unfits Perſons for the peculiar, | 
and conſtant Buſineſs of Chriſtians, viz. 
the acceptable /ervice, and wwor ſhip of God; 
who requires to be worſhiped by them, 
in Spirit and in Truth. But theſe Luſts 

utterly unfit them for ſuch ſpiritual Ser- 
vice; and conſequently, rob God of that 
pure, holy Homage, and Glory, he ought. 
to receive daily, and more eſpecially, on 
ſolemn Occaſions, from them. Ze are bought 
with 4 Price (ſays the Apoſtle, Chapter 
vi. 20.) Therefore glorify Cod in your Body, 
and in your Spirit, which are God's. But 
alas, with what Pleaſure, Attention, or 
Confidence can a Mind, and Body, pol- 
luted, and enervated with ſinful, fleſhly 
Luſts, Indulgences, and Debauches, of one 
kind or other, and a Conſcience palled 


with a guilty Senſe of theſe Dead. Works, 


loved, and allowed of, go into the more 
immediate Preſence of the Holy God; 
converſe with him, either in private, or 
in publick ; make mention of the Name 
of the Holy, and Bleſſed Jeſus; or par- 
ake of che * Emblems of his Body, 


2 and 
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and Blood, an Action, which ſignifys the 
neareſt Relation, Une en Onion 
with him: 

Thus we cee how yehuiſite- it is, that a 
Chriſt ian ſhould: endeavour to keep him- 
ſelf, at all Times, free from this old Leavey, 
ar the Defilement of all manner of ſinful 
Luſts, and Indulgencies; and eſpecially, 
when be draus nigh to God in bis more ſolemn 
Worſhip, and Ordinances, 

2. Neitber with the ae of Malice, 
and WWickedneſs. + Kaxias Y Tlorngiasz either 

of which Words are ſometimes uſed for all 
manner of Wickedneſs; hut ſeem here, to 
have each their diſtinct, and proper Im- 
port. And, notwithſtanding the Latitude 
With which the former of them, Kaxia, is 
ſometimes uſed by other Writers, and per- 
aps, by the ſame Writers; yet in all o- 
ther Places, where I have obſerved it to 
occur in St. Paul's Epiſtles, it ſeems to 
import an evil Temper of Mind towards o- 


Ihers, and is very properly render'd Ma- 


lice, or  1{-will. We have the more Rea- 
ſon therefore to underſtand it ſo here. The 


next Word, IIoyngia, may very well denote 


the R of that Malice, or III-will, 
Which has been firſt conceived in the Mind; 
Or n eng Miſchief to __ 

is 


- 
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that Word, from whence the Devil re- 
ceives one of his Names, or Titles; be- 
ing often call'd in Greek, ornesc, the e- 


vil, or miſchievous one; who not only a- 


bounds with III-will, and Malice againſt 


God, and Man; but even takes Pains to 


do them all the Miſchief he can. We may 


therefore render the Words, Malice; ani 


miſchievouſneſs, or - Injuriouſneſs. Theſe 


commonly go together, one is. the Luſt, 


the other the evil Practice lowing from ic. 
And as unbecoming a Man, and much 
more a Chriſtian, as this Leaven | is, yet is 
there a World of it, even among the Pro- 


feſſors of Chriſtianity; and has been, from 
the Beginning. St. Paul himſelf felt ſome of 
the Effects of it from Chriſtians, as well 


as unconverted Jes, and Heathens: and 
the warm Controverſies, betwixt the 
Jewiſh, and Gentile Converts to Chriſtia- 
ity, created Abundance of his Leaven in 
the Church. Leaſt the Corinthians therefore, 
ſhould not take theſe into their Notion of 
the old Leaven, to be put away, being ſo 


much countenanc'd, and cultivated a- 


mong many zealous Profeſſors of the New 
Religion, this, perhaps, might be one 
Reaſon, way the Apoſtle mentions 10 
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Leaven- particularly by itſelf; Another 
Reaſon might be, becauſe he would have 
them take particular Care about this, which 
was ſo very ſcandalous, and pernicious; 
and yet, at the ſame time, fo very apt to 
breed among them, by Reaſon of different 
Sentiments, and Uſages in Religion ; or 
private Grudges 3 and through the Inſti- 
gation of that malicious, miſchievous 
one, the Devil; who knows roo well, 
there is nothing tende more to the Scandal, 
and Ruinof Chriſt's Kingdom, and Intereſt, 
than this. 
Nov, that Chriſtians ſhould endeavour 
to keep themſelves conſtantly free from ibi 
Leaven, is very evident, from many 
Goſpel Precepts to this Purpoſe, fo put off 
Anger, Wrath, Malice, &c. to cultivate, 
and exerciſe the contrary Graces, and 
Vertues, of Love, Benevolence, and Be- 
neficence towards all Men, and eſpecially 
towards all Chriſtians. Beſides, this Leaven 
is very hurtful to the Perſon himſelf, who 
harbours it; many times, to thoſe about 
him too: it renders him moſt unlike God, 
and Chriſt: more like the Devil, and 
it tends to the Scandal, and Ruin of the 
Chriſtian Religion, to have any of the Pro- 
fe Vers thereof corrupted with it. 


And. 
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And then, that Chriſtians ſhould take 
particular, and more eſpecial Care, to be 
tree from any of this Leaven, when they 
approach the Great God in any of bis Ordi- 
nances, is no leſs evident from Reaſon, 
and Scripture, . Our Saviour hath ſaid, 7 
tbou bring thy Gift to the Altar, and there 


remembreſt, that thy Brother hath ought a- 


gainſt thee ; leave there thy Gift before the 
Altar, and go thy way, fir/t be reconciled to 
thy Brother ; and then, come, and offer thy 
Gift, Matth. v. 23, 24. and the Apoſtle, 
1 Tim. ii. 8. ſays, I will that Men pray 
every where, lifting holy up Hands, without 
Wrath, Our Saviour, in that excellent 
Specimen of Prayer, he gave his Diſciples, 
and the Remark, which he himſelf made 
upon one Petition of it; Mat. vi. 12,14,15. 
and in the Parable, Ch.xvni. 23. has taught 
us to pray for, and expect the Forgiveneſs 
of our Sins, at the Hand of God, as we, 
from our Hearts, forgive others; and no 
otherwiſe, And yet, o a the Forgiveneſs 
of our Sins, is a very material Part of our 


religious Worſhip; yea, our very appear- 
ing before God in the Name of Chriſt, in 


any Part of his ſolemn Service; our very 
calling him our Father who art in Heaven, 


is ſuppoſing that 3 and paſſeth 
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by our Sins 3 1s our reconciled God, and 
Father in Chriſt ; and we are in his Fa- 
vour : particularly, our partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, will be allow'd to be fo, 
And, let any one judge with himſelf, how 
a, and audacious it muſt be, for a 
etched Worm, Man, who has offended 
the great God, ten thouſand Times worſe, 
chan it is poſſi ble for any fellow Mortal to 
have offended him, to aſk, hope for, or 
retend to the Forgiveneſs, and Favour 
of the all-ſeeing, Heart- ſearching God, 
with his Heart, or Hands ſull of Malice, 
Rancour, Revenge, or Miſchief againſt 
his Fellow. Men; more eſpecially, againſt 
his Fellow Chriſtians. bis 
We ſhould therefore make it our daily, 
and continual Care, to be free from ſuch 
Leaven as this; and, more eſpecially, 
when we keep a moſt ſacred Feſtival, or holy 
Day to God; draw nigh to bim in his ſolemn 
Worſhip ; and bold Communion with him, 
and his Son Feſus Chriſt, and with all Chri- 
ftians, throughout the World, The next, 
and laſt Direction of the Apoſtle i is a poſi- 
tive one: | 
3. But with the unleavened Bread of Sin- 
4965 and Truth, «Mreneas, N dnnvens, 


Sincerity, or Zurity; and Truth. The for- 
| mer 
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mer of theſe Words is very beautiful, and 
emphatical: it ſignifies, that which is judg d. 
and approved of by the Light of the Sun. 
Now, as the Luſts, and Practices of wicx- 
ed Men are call'd in Scripture, Werks cf 


Darkneſs ; and Works of Falſebood, and 


Deceit; fo the holy Difpolitions, and Prac- 
tices of the godly, are very agreeably re- 
preſented by Light and Truth; being 
are, and comely, ſuch as will bear the 
Light; and the more, and better they are 
viewed by it, the more comely, ana beau-- 
tiful they appear. And being right, what 
they ſhould be, agreeable to the true Na- 
ture of Things, and the true Rule of them, 
they are Purity, and Truth, To 
By the unteavened Bread of Sinceriiy, or 
Purity and Truth therefore, we mult | 
underſtand, not. the bare Abſence of the 
forementioned vitious Luſts, and Practi- 
ces; but alſo, the Exiſtence, Preſence, 
and Exerciſe of the contrary Chriſtian 
Vertues, and vertuous Practices. True, 
undiflembled, unaffected, unwavering 


Holineſs, and Charity, in Temper, and 


Behaviour, The Head, and Heart, and 
Hands full of proper Sentiments, A ffecti- 


ons, and Actions, towards God, and Man A 


which will comprehend the whole of true 
| e Practical 


* 
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practical Godlineſs ; as I think the Apoſtle 
evidently. deſign'd to do, in this his un- 
leavgned Bread of Sincerity, and Truth. 
And as Chriſtians ſhould, at all times, 
cxcrciſe themſelves unto Godlineſs, 1 Jim. 
iv. 7. ſo mult certainly they ought, in an 
eſpecta] manner, ſo todo, whenthey are to ap- 
pear inthe more immediate Preſence of God; 
and engagein the more ſolemn Dulies, and holy 
Exerciſes of his appointed Werſbip. They 
ſhould, then, give him their Hearts, and 
Hands ; and give him them pure, and 
holy, and filled with the acceptable In- 
cenſe of true Devotion, and true Virtue. 
They ſhould, from time lo time, paſs out of a 
Series of ſincere, though more private, Devo- 
tions, and of uſeful, worthy Actions, into 
the more publick, and ſolemn Service of God: 
and when they have done, return again into 


the ſame (only as much betler as pofſible) 


Coun je of common Life. . 
But it is now Time to cloſe this Chap- 


ter; which I ſhall do with the following 
Remarks: 


(I.) As it is generally acknowledged, 


that God admits, and appoints us to draw 
1 ear to him, in his ſolemn Worſhip, and 
Crdinances, not for his Advantage, but 
our own; that we may, by theſe Means, 
| contract, 


A 


contract, perſevere, and improve in ſuch 1 


a Temper, and Behaviour, as is molt be- 
coming us, moſt pleaſing to him, and moſt 
adyantageous to ourſelves, and Mankind: 
ſo it is very natural to ſuppoſe, that the 
frequent Occaſions we have, to practice 
the forementioned Directions, in order to 
our becoming, acceptable Attendance on 
God, in his Ordinances (if improved) 
might be a powerful Mean of anſwering 
this End; of habiluating us lo all the moſt. 
neceſſary, eſſential Parts of practical Godli- 
neſs; a moit proper powerful Means cf 
Sanctification. And, the more ſolemn 
the Ordinances (ſuppoling they are not fo 
ſolemn, as to affright any of us away 
from them) the more efficacious for this 
Purpoſe. For the Obligation, or Motive 
to the Exerciſe of more eſpecial Care in 
all the foremention'd Particulars, is fo 
much the greater. He who, upon ſome 
particular Occaſion, which requires great 
Exactneſs, ſets his Watch, or Clock to 
the true Time, 10 Day; will be more 
likely to have it point out the Time, with 
more Exactneſs, to Morrow; than without 
ſuch Regulation, in all Probability, it 
would have done. So that Chriſt ian, who, 
but to Day, found himſelf obliged, upon 

> 


it 6 For mY ES es R n A PER 4 2 N x 
| C 0 ; . 18 |: fr ; 1 3 4 TT J 5 = 1 F - 
3 "ad" * ; | 
2 56 ereprure Account o 
1 , 7 


= - - 2 ſpecial Occaſion, to abandon. ſuch or 


Salvation. 


ſuch a ſinful Luſt, or unchriſtian Reſent- 
ment againſt his Brother, and to exerciſe 


himſeli to Godlineſs, and Goodneſs, will 
not be apt, fo readily, to ſuffer, and in- 


dulge a Temper, and Behaviour, the Re- 
verſe of this, 10 morrow. © | 

( 2.) Thoſe Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
therefore, who defire to be holy, and 
godly, and to grow continually more, 
and more fo, ſhould induſtriouſly attend 
all the ſacred Ordinances of God, one az 
well as another ; the moſt ſolemn of them 
eſpecially ; that ſo they may have all the 
Advantage, they can have,- and God has 
graciouſly appointed them, for attaining 
this End: and not neglect, and deny 


themſelves the Uſe of the beſt, and moſt 


efficacious Means, till they can be ſure 
they have attain'd e End without them. 
And if any Perſon is, for any ſcandalous 
Offence, caſt out, and regularly debarred 
the Communion of the Church, and - the/: 


valuable Privileges of the People of God; 


he ſhould have no reſt, upon this Account, 
till, by a ſignal Repentance he is again 
admitted to the Enjoyment of ſuch exce/- 
lent Privileges, and Means of Grace, and 
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_ 5 The more frequently we attend 
theſe ſolemn Ordinances ;; the more ef- 
fectually will they be like to anſwer this 
great End of them, our Sanctification, cr 
Improvement in the Chriſtian, Divine 
Life: and the more eaſy- will a right At- 
tendance on them (ſuch as is recommended 


here by the Apoſtle) be to us. He that 

very frequently, once a Week, at leaſt, 
has his Houſe throughly cleanſed, and ſet 
in order, will, with the greater Eaſe, as 

well as Probability, keepit tolerably clean, 


and in order, all the Reſt of the Week: 
and this will render thoſe weekly, and more 
thorow Rectifications much more eaſy, 
and manageable; than if they were per- 


form?d but once a Month. From whence 


we may infer the Goodneſs of God, in 
appointing, the Wiſdom of the Primitive 


Chriſtians, in ſo frequently celebrating all 


the moſt folemn Ordinances. of God's 
Worſhip 3 and our own Folly, and Inju- - 


ry .to. ourſelves, in ſatisfying ourſelves | i | 


with ſo ſeldom approaching to the Lord's 
Table, and making nothing, in Compa- 
riſon, of all the other Worſhip of the 
Lord's Day. 

- (4.) The beſt Preparation, and Manage- 


ment of ourſelves, in our Attendance on 
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any of God's ſacred Ordinances is that, 
which makes them belt to anſwer the End 
of their Inſtitution ; viz. our Edification, 
and Advancement in all manner of Good- 
neſs. And it appears, from what has 
been ſaid, that nothing can tend more to 
this deſirahle End, than the Directions, 
laid down by the Apoſtle, in the Place 
under Conſideration: and the frequent 
Return of more eſpecial Occaſions of ob- 
ſerving them. Theſe Directions, there- 
fore, muſt afford the beſt Rule, not only 
for our daily walking with God, but al- 
ſo, more eſpecially, for our worthy, be- 
coming, advantageous Attendance on 
him, in all his ſolemn Ordinances 3 ſup- 
poling the general, external Manner of 
celebrating them be regular; agreeable 
to the plain Rules of the Goſpel ; and the 
Plaineſs, Spirituality, Wiſdom, and Ex- 
ample (as near as may be) of the firſt In- 
ſtitution. This is what ſhould be taken 
care of, and this, not only they, who 
may be thought to have Authority in the 
Church, but every Perſon has, I think, 

a Right to judge of for himſelf ; which 
he may eaſily, and quickly do, in the 
Ordinance of the Lord's Supper particu- 


3 . ny 75 if he compare it, as St. Paul directs, 


1 * 


with 


with the Original Inſtitution. But, what 

I am conſidering in this Place, is the par- 

ticular Manner of a Chriſtian's preparing, 

and managing himſelf, in order to his 
ſuitable, and moſt profitable Attendance 

upon God, in the Ordinances of his ſolemn 

Worſhip ; one, and all of them. And 

to this Purpoſe, I hope it appears by this 

Time, the Apoſtle's Directions, in this 
Place are not miſapplied. Therefore let 
us keep the Feaſt; not with old Leaven ; 

neither with the Leaven of Malice, and 

Wickedneſs , but with the unleavened Bread 

of Sincerity, and Truth, 
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CHAP. VI 


Some few plain, practical Directions, 
for a Chriſtian's becoming,” and moſt 
profitable Attendance on the ſolemn 
Morſbip, and Ordinances of God 
Lone as well as another) founded 
upon the forementioned Directions 
of the Apoſtle ; and ſuited to the 
foregoing Scripture Account of the 
Lord's Supper. 


I cannot, Fthink, by any conſiderate 
Perſon be denied, hat every one, who 
pretends to worſhip the great” Gad, fhculd 
take great Care to do is in à rights and pro- 
per Manner; however this truth may be 
diſregarded by inconfidexafe Worſhipers. 
Do but conſider the Nature of God, the 
Object of our religious Worſhip; how 
Great, Holy, and Allſeeing a Being he 
is. Conſider our own Nature, and the in- 


__ finite 
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finite Diſtance there is betwixt us. We 
are his Creatures, ſome of the Meaner of 
his Creatures; Duſt, and Aſhes; no- 
thing, leſs than nothing, and Vanity, 
compar'd with him. We are ſinful Duſt, 
and Aſhes; have forfeited all Communi- 
on with him; and are admitted to it, of 
bis mere Grace. Surely, it becomes, it 
greatly behoves us, to take care how we 
araw nigh to bim; as well as ibat we do ſo, 
ſince He gives us leave, and commands 
us ſo todo, through a Mediator. Through 
the Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus, our 
Chriſtianity entitles us to the Liberty of 
worſhiping God, and obligeth us to the 
Practice: but is far from excuſing us from 
a proper Care about the Manner of our 
making theſe awful Approaches. God 1s 
a Spirit, and muſt be worſhiped, in ſpirit, 
and in truth, John iv. 24. I will (ys the 
Apoſtle) that Men pray every where, lifting 
up holy Hands, without Wrath, and Doubt- 
ing, 1 Tim. ii. 8. and 1 Cor. v. 7. 8. 
Chriſt, our Paſſover, is ſacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the Feaſt; not with old 
Leaven; neither with the Leaven of Malice, 
and Wickedneſs but with the unleavened 
Bread of Sincerity, and Truth. | Which 
Words of the Apoſtle have already been 


or 
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ſhewn, to have Reſpect to the whole Life 


of a Chriſtian (which ſhould be a Life of 


Communion with God) and more eſpecial- 
ly, to his actual Approaches to the Great 
God, in his ſolemn Worſhip, and every 
Part thereof, | 

It has been long a Cuſtom, among the 
Generality of Chriſtians, I am afraid, 70 
make too light a Mater of all the Paris of 
God's ſolemn Worſhip, except. one, VIZ, the 


1 the Lord's Supper; their Vene- 
Fation for which, they have ſuffer'd to 
grow into Superſtition. They are not afraid 


of an unworthy Approach to God, in o- 
ther Parts of W orſhip'z,and to avoid it 
in this one, they meddle not with ic. But 
What, if there ſhould be (as I. am verily 
perſuaded there is) equal Danger ariſing 


from the unbecoming, unworthy Atten- 
dance on other Parts of God's appointed 


Worſhip?” What becomes then of this 


Artifice of theirs? The Scripture never 
_ fays, that the Lord's Supper is more ſolemn, 
than 10 pray to God in tbe Name of Cbriſt: 
And I would fain know what there is in the 
Nature of them, to make ſuch a Diffe- 


g. 


rence? are they any thing more, than two 
different ways of expreſſing one, and the 
ſame thing, viz. our Faith, and Part in 
e Chriſt 3 
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Chriſt 3 and our Relation to, and Hope 
in him, and God the Father by him? and 


that, which unfits us for, and is a Pro- 


fanation of the one, muſt alſo unfit us 
for, and be a Profanation of the other. 


The whole Strain of the Goſpel, and I _ 


cannot but think, the Nature of things, 
too, teacheth us, to take care how we at- 
tend upon God in any Part of his Wor- 


ſhip. Let us draw near (ſays the inſpir'd 


Writer, Heb. x. 22. whether to pray to 
God, or praiſe him, or partake of the 


Lord's Supper, or all theſe) with a true, 
an honeſt, pure, upright Heart, in full 
Aſſurance of Faith, &c, And, perhaps, 
the little good many Profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity get, from time to time, by their 
Attendance on God, in the other Parts of 
his Worſhip, is, in a great Meaſure, ow- 
ing to the little Care they take to attend 
theſe. Divine e in a e 173 
nen . 
Thus much, 1 thought it it not natalie 
o put the Reader in mind of here 3 that . 
he may not be ſurpriſed to find httle, or 
nothing more ſaid concerning the Lord's 
Supper, in particular, than concern 
other Parts of the publick Worſhip of _ 
God, in che following Part of this Chap-. 
ar. "Im = 
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There is one thing more, I have to 


premiſe, to juſtify my lay ing the Founda- 
tion of our right Attendance on the pub- 
lick Worſhip of God ſo low, as I have 


thought it neceſſary to do, in the follow- 
ing Directions; and that is, what might 
indeed be gathered from the foregoing 
Chapter, viz. 

That there-is a very neceſſary, and cloſe 
Connexion, a beautiful Gradation, Depen- 
dance, and Subſerviency one to another, be- 
twixt all the Parts of the Chriſtian Life. 
The Knowledge of God in Chriſt lays 


the Foundation for all the Religion of a 


Chriſtian ;. and particularly, for a con- 
ſtant, religious Regard. to him, even in 


common Life; a conſcientious Care to 


pleaſe him, and Sorrow for Miſcarriages, 


and Short-comings. This Knowledge of 
God, and ſteady, conſcientious Regard 


to him, makes way for becoming, and 


comfortable daily Approaches to him in 


ſecret. Such a conſcientious Performance 
of theſe Duties is the beſt, habitual Pre- 
parative for more ſolemn, publick Ser- 
vices. And theſe, for the moſt exalted 
Work, and Worſhip of all, That of the 
Temple above. Would you, then, wor- 
hip God aright, here, an Earth ; and, 


by 
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by that Mains: be growing into a Meer- 
neſs for the Worin of Hh ap d 


— 


DIRECTOR I. 


* - 


Acquaint yourſelf well with God : — 
fix in your Mind the moſt juſt, the moſt 
high, and reverential Thoughts, and 
Conceptions of him, that you poſſibly 
can: as well as, the more encouraging, 
endearing Thoughts of his Grace, and 
Favour to you in Chriſt Jeſus. How is 
it poſſible for any Perſon, to worthi 
God in a proper Manner, either in pub- 
lick, or private, without ſome Acc uain- 

tance with him, and his glorious, "ado- i 
rable Excellencies, and Per fections; and * 
without having his Mind ſuitably impreſ= 
ſed thereby? and this muſt be, 5) frequent- | 
ly thinking of bim; contemplating the Di, 
coveries, be has made of himſelf, to our C ; 
pacities, in bis Works, and in his Mord; 
conſidering what Relation we bear to . 
and upon what Terms we are with bim. In 
ſome fuch Manner as this | 

Conſider, O my Soul, the Author 
< of thy Being; the God, on whom thou 

dependeſt intirely, for Lite, and Breath, 
be "and all things; in whoſe Preſence thou 


* continually 


Sun, Moon, and Stars, which He hath 
« form'd, rang'd, and regulated in the 
< beautiful, wiſe, commodious Manner 
thou ſeeſt, to anſwer many apparent 
© valuable Ends; and perhaps, ten thou- 
fand thouſand more, and more glorious 


: 


_ © Deſigns, thou knoweſt not, thinkeſt 
not of. He is the Almighty Maker, 
< Preſerver, Owner and Governor of all 
things, in the Earth, the Sea, the Air; 
yea, in Heaven, and the Heaven of 
Heavens. He is from everlaſting; the 
« ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever; 
< incomprehenfible, and infinite in Know- 
£.Jedge, Wiſdom, Power, . Juſtice, Ho- 
« lineſs, and Goedneſs. He covereth bim 
© ſelf with Light, as with a Garment ; too, 
too glorious for mortal Eye to behold; 
and is himſelf of purer Eyes, than to 
behold Iniquity, or bear to look on Sin. 
This moſt High God is the Father of 
Spirits; made thee, O my Soul, and 
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+ The LORD's SUPPER: 167 
< thee for an everlaſting Duration; and 
« thy. Happineſs, or Miſery, throughout 
© the whole of that Duration, depends 
< ſolely, and wholly upon his Favour, or 
his Difpleaſure. Say then, am I not 
under the higheſt Obligations poſſible, 
ever humbly to own, and adore m 
© moſt ſoveraign Creator, and Preſer- 
ver; to hve, continually, in his Fear; 
© moſt readily to do every thing, He re- 
* quires of me; and never, never, to diſ- 
plweaſe him: yea, it is the Higheſt Glo- | 
ry, I can aſpire unto, to pleaſe him, 
and be as like him as poſſible.” But alas Wl 
* ſomething within me, my own Heart, ii 
© my Conſcience tells me, I have. ſinned 
« againſt him; have actually forfeited 
his Favour; am defiled by Sin, and be- 
come a moſt juſt, and proper Object of 
the Divine Diſpleaſure; have ſuch a 
Law in my Members, drawing me to 
evil, that, let my Mind never ſo much 
© approve that which is good, yet I daily 
fail in the Performance. I am, there- 
« fore, utterly unfit to approach this moſt 
tighteous, Holy God; to take his 
Name upon my Lips, or lift up an Eye; 
or Thought towards him; nor could 1 
entertain any rational Hope, but _ 2 


4 
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$: 0 Pleaſure, Kirch me ee of 
Ground to hope for Mercy; Forgiveneſs 
and Favour at his Hands, through a 

crucify'd Mediator; in, and through 
whom, He graciouſly pardons the Sin, 
2 [ ſincerely repent of; and in compaſſion 


c 
4 
to my contracted Infirmities, till ſuch 
0 
o 


Time, as they ſhall be all rectify'd, and 
remeved, has promiſed to accept of my 
ſincere Conformity to his Divine Law, 
or Will; and, in this way, He is pleas'd 
again to adopt me, and re-own me for 
« his Child; and gives me leave, (though 
$7 utterly unworthy) to call him my Father 
and my God; to truſt in him, converſe 
3 ih him, Worſhip; and adore him, as 
* ſuch; in ſecret, and (with the reſt of his 


Covenant People) in publick; and to 


_ © hope, rogether with all the reſt of his 
6 Saints, to enjoy him for ever, hereafter, 


in Heaven. With what Wonder, and 


Pleaſure, ſhould I think, and dwell up- 


on the Thoughts of this Divine, unpre- 


« cedented, unparrallel'd Compaſſion, 
£ Pauſe, * and view i it, O my Soul, in the 
ſeveral Circumſtances of it; that I may 


be ſuitably affected with it; may live 
. en under the Impreſſion, and 
| N anſwerably 


a «{ K G d aA «A #M 


„ W K roo wc — wv 


Y n * e 7 © IF | * * , a 
2 3 5 Y : 7 ** 
* * * * 5 $5.44 „ 7 * i mY 5 
x - oa. y . Ns” . : & : 
8 — 


the LokD's SUPPER, 
anſwerably to the Obligations of it. 
O, how ſolicitous ſhould I ever be, to 

approve myſelf, ſincerely obedient to my 
moſt. Great, and rightful Governor; 
who is ſo high, and holy, and Allſeeing ; 
and, who is ſo gracious, and condeſcen- 
ding, as to acccept of ſincere Obedience 
at my Hands, for the Sake of my wor- 
thy Mediator, though my moſt per- 
fect, and faultleſs Service (were 1t poſſi - 
ble) or that of the higheſt created Be- 
ing, cannot profit him in the leaſt. And, 
with what holy Awe, ſhould I approach 
him ig all his Worſhip; as well as with 
thankful, joyful, Hope ; and humble 
Confidence in his gracious Acceptance 
of me. How ſhould every Mention, or. 
Thought of him, though never ſo tran- 
ſient, or occaſional, ſtrike, and poſſeſa 
my Soul with religious Reverence 3 and 
how much more my actual, and more 
formal Approach, at any time, into 

his more immediate Preſence, to con- 
verſe with him as my God in Chriſt”. 
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Endeavour, with the utmoſt Care, that Ul 
your whole „ may be conform- 
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ed to his Will, "and the Rules He has giv- 
den you for this Purpoſe: ſuch as you 
may at any time; refer to his Allſeeing, 
Heart penetrating Eye; as ſincerely re- 
gular, or ſincerely repented of, wherein 
you can find it has been otherwiſe. 
God, who made, and maintains us, 
muſt undoubtedly have a Right to govern 
us, and prefcribe Rules, and Eaws, by 
which we ſhould regulate” ourfelves and 
vur Actions. Many ſuch Laws He has 
wrought into our very Conſtitution, or, 
as the Scriptures expreſs it, wrote in ou 
Hearts. "Others, eſpecially ſuch as our 
preſent la pſed Circumſtances have made 
neceffary, He has revealed to us in his 
Word. Our Conſciouſneſs of the Breach 
of his Laws, naturally tends to render us 
unfit, and afraid to approach his Majeſty. 
This was the Caſe of our firſt Parents, ſo 
ſoon as they had tranſgreſſed the expreſs 
Command of their Maker. One' Reafon of 
God's Grace, and Mercy to us, in the 
Goſpel, in pardoning the Sins of the Pe- 
nitent Believer,” and accepting his ſincere 
Endeavours to conform himſelf.to his Di- 
vine Will, is, that ſo doing be (might again 
have Hope, and Confidence towards bim 
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; TO n | bi is Worſbip, But even this Goſpel, 


and the Grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt, 
makes no Proviſion for an impenitent, 
wilful Sinners or vile Hypocrite's Ap- 
proach to God, or Confidence of his Fa- 


vour. While ſuch 3 is his Character, with 


what Confidence can ſuch a one, who 
knows God, but in Works denies him, 
pretend to worſhip him? He has as much 


Reaſon to be afraid of God, and hide : 


himſelf, if it were poſſible, n him, as 


F ruit. For, what ever be the Grace of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, tis nothing to him, 


while this is his Character. How can he 


retend to call God Father, While he al“ 
. himſelf to live in Rebllion againſt 
him, and flights his offered Mercy? How 
little ſhort is this of the Impudence of 
Judas, when he came to Chriſt, and ſaid 
to him, Hail Maſter, and kiſſed him in the 
very Act of betraying him? How can he 
aſſe the Forgiveneſs of his Sins; while he 
is not, will not be qualify d, in a Goſpel 


Way, for it? How can he for ſhame, re- 
queſt any thing of God; when he will not 


do, what God commands, yea, conde- 


ſends by Chriſt, and his Miniſters, to be- 


leech him, time after time, to do, wiz. 
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Adam, when He had eaten the forbidden 
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00 be reconciled to God? 2 Cor. v. 20. 
How can he. think of God, as obſerving 
= e very Thoughts of his Heart (which he 
muſt do, in order to take notice of, and 
accept his religious Worſhip) white he can- 
not but be conſcious to himſelf, what vile, 
.and wicked Thoughts, and Purpoſes are 
harboured, incouraged, and indulged 
there? How can he once name the Name 
«of ' Chriſt ; while he hates to have this 
Man reign over him; and will not depart 
from Iniquity ? How can he aſk God's 
Bleſſing on his Undertakings ; when he is 
not likely to undertake - any thing, but 
- what is to his Diſhonour ? How can he 
-praiſe God; who cannot thank him for 
the greateſt of all his Mercies, be Hopes 
f Salvation, becauſe he, alas ! hath no- 
thing to do with them? How can he, fo 
much as, lift up an ejaculatory Thought, 
or accidental Wiſh to God, at any time; 
-who has his Hands, and Heart ever full 
of Enmity, and Treachery againſt him? 
He can he draw nigh to him in ſecret 
 #Harſvip; who fo oft indulges himſelf in 
. ſecret Sins? How can he appear among 
Abe People of God; who knows in his Con- 
"ſcience, the Allſeeing Eye of God muſt 
unavoidably diſtinguiſh, and ſingle him 
93 5 our 
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out, whatever Mens do, and will aſſign 
him a very different Place, and Compa- 
ny hereafter? 

But on the other Hand, how rationally,. 
and comfortably may one, who is ſincerely 
obedient to the Mill of God, draw nigh to 
him upon all Accounts, and upon all O:- 
caſions, and in all theſe ſeveral Ways; 
under the gracious Licence, and Protec: 
tion of the Goſpel, and the Mediation of 
the bleſſed Jeſus? And of conſequence, 
the more conſcientiouſly, and circumſpect- 
ly we walk, the more fit ſhall we be for 
the Worſhip of God, either occaſionally, 
or ſtatedly ; either in ſecret, or in publick, 
thus may we have Confidence towards God. 
Thus may we rationally lay Claim to the 
Mercy of God in Chriſt ;. and worſhip 
him, in his Name: and ſhall infallibly 
find him, @ God merciful, and gracious; 4 
God pardoning Iniguity, Ti ranſgreſſion, and 
Sin. See Ia. i. 11. 18. 

Would you, therefore, worſhip, God, | 
in a right Manner, as a Chriſtian in the 2 
Name of Chriſt ; keep a ſtrict, and con- 
tinual Watch over your Hearts, and 
Ways; frequently examine them; re- 
pent ſincerely of what is amiſs, endeavour- 
ng. immediately to amend it; what is 
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Good, perſevere in, and purſue; ſtudy 
to know the Mind, and Will of God; 

endeavour to love it, and practice it; 

ſay frequently to yourſelf; How 
© will this, or the other Action, Under- 
taking, or Purpoſe bear the 'Scru- 
tiny of the Divine Eye ? That I may 

gueſs how, let me enquire, how does 4 

agree with the Precepts of his Word? 
How will it bear the Scrutiny of my 
own Conſcience ? Say Conſcience, what 
was the Nature of it in the general? 
"what the Deſign of it? what the Man- 
ner of it? Say, how have 1 ſpent. the 
Day, the Week, or that Portion of ei: 
| ther that is paſt; and what are my Pur- 
ofes for the Time to come? will theſe 
PraCtiſes, theſe Purpoſes bear me out 
in an Approach to God? will they bear 
to be laid before him, for his Approba- 
tion, and Bleſſing, if good; for his For- 
iweneſs, if otherwiſe, by being ſincerely 
« repented of, and reſolv'd againft for the 
future? I regard Iniquity in my 
Heart (fays' the devout Pſalmiſt) the Lord 
vill not hear me, Pſal. Ixvi. 18, therefore 
we find him determining, Eſal. xxvi. 6. 1 
will waſh mine Hands in Innocency, ſo will 
4 7 thine Attar, 0 Lord, And, ask- 


ing 
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ing 555 Queſtion, Pſal. xxiv. 3. Who all 
aſcend into the Hill of the Lord? i. e. his 
Temple, the Place of his Worthip ? he an- 
ſwers, He that hath clean Hands, and a 
pure Heart,” who hath" not lift ap his Soul to 
Vanity, nor ſworn deceitfully 3 be ſhall rec 
ceive the Bleſſin g from the FLY and Righ-. 
jeouſneſs from he Cod of bis Salvation. 
This 1s the Generation of them that ſeek bim, 
that. ſeek thy Face, O God of Facob, Selab. 
We ſhould not, only know God in 
Chriſt, but alſo maintain a conſtant, 
conſcientious, religious Regard to him, 
in the whole of our Converſation z. if we 
would, in a right, and proper Manner, 
draw nigh to him, and worſhip him in 
the Name of Chriſt. Think with your- 
4 therefore, when you are tempted to 
y. Sin; Ho /ball. I do 2 Wicked-. 
« a "and fi in again God? wound, my, 
© own Conſcience, ſtop my own Mouth, 
and confound my own Soul, when F. 
come to worſhip God, if not too, when 
© I come to appear at his awful Tribunal, 
« at the Great Day ?* Think, when you 
are, or have juſt been, woriniping 
God, How ſhould a Perſon reſolve to 


„live, and behave, who thus converſeth 
* with the Great, oy. and Good God, 


4 1 en 
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from time to time, as I do; and thus 
© referreth his Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions, and all his Ways to him ? J 


DizzcTion III. 


Take care, that you ever draw nigh 
to God, and worſhip him, in your ordi- 
nary,” daily Addreſſes to him, in ſecret, as 
becomes you. This will habituate you to a 
right Manner of worſhiping him, againſt 
more ſolemn Occafions ; whether! in Se- 


cret, or in Publick. And, 


1. Don't uſe yourſelf, in ſecret, ws in 
your ſhorteft, ſet Devotions, to ruſh 
raſhly, or inconſiderately into the Divine 
Preſence ;' and ſpeak carcleſly to God: 
but do it ever, with the utmoſt Seriouſ- 
neſs, and Reverence ; Wh if it may be, 
with a ſolemn Pauſe'; a longer, or a 
ſhorter one, as Occaſion requires, or Time 
wilt permit. What if you. compoſed. 
yourſelf to the Work, 

(1.) With ſome few awfut Thoughts of 
God; and what it is for ſuch a Worm to 
converſe with him; and what are the 
chief Heads, or Topicks you have moſt 
Occaſion, at that Time, to converſe with 

him about? e. * Thou art now, ld 
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Soul, once more call'd to pay th) 
Morning, or thy Evening Vows to thy 


God; to enter into thy Cloſer, or ſuch 
| retir'd, ſecret 1 71 as chou canſt belt 


« 
& 
. rea — moſt ſecret « Piety. 0, bow 
* awfully Great, and yet, how aſtoniſh- 
* ingly Gracious is the Majeſty, of Hea- 
ven, and Earth, to whom I am going, 
with his Leave, and Encouragement, _ 
and in Obedience to his Command, to -— 
* addreſs myſelf? With what Humility, = 
« what le] ſhall I accoſt him? 
I would put my Mind into the beſt 
« Poſture for this Purpoſe; and, that 1 
may fill up this delightful Moment well, 
* with that v hich is moſt pertinent; think, 
O my Soul, what Mercies chou haſt, at 
this Time, chiefly to acknowledge; 
* what Sins to confeſs; what Counſel, 
Guidance, Grace, or Favour to ask, 
for thyſelf, or for others; recollect the 
chief Heads at leaſt, that thou may'ſt 
© the better ſpread chem before thy God.. 
| And therefore, | 
(2.) A hort Ea ati ourſelves, — i 
28 do our r'paſt Behaviour, ſince we laſt thus 
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278 A Seripture Account of 
ſecretly; addreſs'd ourſelves to the Throne 
of Grace, and as to our Purpoſes for the 
future, will be a very proper Preparative 
fer this Duty. This may be longer or 
ſhorter, - more, or leſs particular, as there 
is Time, or peculiar Occaſion for it; but 
ſomething of this Nature may very eaſily, 
and quickly be done; eſpecially, if we 
allow not any long Intervals, and keep a 
conſtant, careful Watch over ourſelves. 
As thus at Evening, How hath God 
dealt with me this Day? How have 1 
dealt with him? Wherein, and how far 
have I ſought, or advanced his Honour, 
and Glory, and my own, and others 
Good, in the Undertakings of it? 
« Wherein have I acted contrary, or to 
the Prejudice of all, or any of theſe ? 
What has been well, or ill, in my 
Thoughts, Words, or Actions? How 
have L governed my Paſſions, and Ap- 
petites? Wherein can 1, upon a Re- 
view, give my Approbation? Wherein 
is Repentance, and Amendment neceſ- 
' ſary? Wherein more Wiſdom, Conſide- 
ration, and Care; or, Wherein more 
Courage, Vigour, and Reſolution? 
In the Morning, What were the Mer- 
dcies of the: Night? What have been my 
2 7795 = 14 © wakings & 
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what are my Purpoſes for the Day? 
Are they ſuch, as it becomes me to ask 
God's Bleſſing on? If not, let me im- 
mediately change them, before I venture 
into his Preſence, who already knows 


e 


A 


I regard Iniquity in my Heart." I need 
not ſtand to bring, as otherwiſe T might, 
not only many worthy chriſtian Writers, 
antient, and modern, but alſo, ſome of the 
wiſeſt heathen Moraliſts, to vouch for the 
Uſefulneſs of ſome ſuch da:ly Self exami- 
nation, Thi Thing ſpeaks for itſelf; and 
appears, I think, at firſt View to be a pe- 
culiarly proper Preparative, or Concomi- 
tant of our daily Prayers to Almighty 
2. Don't flubber over theſe your daily, 
ſecret Devotions; but endeavour, how 
ſhort ſoever they be, to perform them 
with true Seriouſneſs, and Earneſtneſs of 
7 0 


Spitit; wreſtling with God, as Jacab did, 


Gen. xxxii. 24. doing all, with Faith in 


the Mediator, and in the Promiſes of the 
— ; and with Submiſſion to the Will 


of God, in Things of à more indifferent, 


and dubious Nature; which you may 
not 0 be capable, certainly to determine, 


ttb Loks SUfrER. 179% 
« waking, or my riſing Thoughts? And 


them perfectly, and will not bear me, if 


whether 


| whether they are good or evil for you. 
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3. Don't go away, and forget all you 


have been doing in ſecret : but, with Re- 
ſolutions, and Care how to live anſwerably 


to your Prayers, and Profeſſions: and ſo 


as you need not be afraid, or aſham'd to 


return to the Duty again, the next Time. 
That, if poſſible, you may have, every 


Day, leſs and leſs Occaſion for Repen- 
dance; and more and more for true Toy, 
in theſe Holy Exerciſes. 


DizzcTion IV. 


-] Compoſe yourſelf, before-hand, for 
the more Publick Worſhip of God. Then 
we generally take in a greater Compaſs 


of Religious Duties; and are to keep up 


our Attention to them, for a longer Space 
of Time, than in ordinary, in our every 
 Pay*'s more private Devotions z and ſhould 


_ endeavour to engage in them with. a pro- 


* - 


portionable Preparedneſs of Mind. And, 
which. yet farther adds to. the Solemnity 
of our Publick Worſhip of God, then 


-we werſhip him in the Preſence of Men, 


. 


and Angels; which calls for greater Care, 


and Regard to Decency, and a juſt Deco- 


rum, 
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as Ln „ 
rum, even in all our external Behaviour, 
and Deportment; that our Fellow Chri- 
Aians may behold our Reverence for the 
Great God; and we may excite, mutu- 

ally, in one another, ſuitable Regards ro 
him, in our joint Worſhip of him: And 
that the Holy Angels (who not improbably, 
ever attend, in conſiderable Numbers, 

where God affords his more efpeciat Pre- 
ſence, 1 Cor. xi. 10. as they are thought 
to have conſtituted the ancient Sbecbi- 
na) may behold our unanimous, be- 
coming, Worſhip, with Approbation.z 
emulating, and in ſome Meaſure, .reſem- 
bling theirs in Heaven. The relaxing, 

and droping of our Attention, and Af- 
fections in the Publick Worſhip" of God, 
will, of Conſequence, be very like to pro- 
duce a. 2 gazing Eye; an un- 
concerned Look ; perhaps a light, and 
ludicrous one; or a Toth b ure, &c. 
to the Shame and Diſg race of our Dey vo- 

tion, and, the Diſhonour of God, as. well 
as the Prej pdice of our own Souls. And 
how difücult it is, to keep up a conſtant, 
ſteady, becoming Frame, and Applica- 
tion of Mind, through the whole of Pub- 
lick Worſhip, eſpecially when. we have 
been (it may be * over bully taken 555 


for fix n. Before; with Buſineſs,” and 
Cares of a very different Nature,  with- 
out ſomeprevious . N of ourſelves, 
and Tranfition (as T may call it) from 
Things of this, to thoſe of another World; 
T appeal tothe Experience and Com plainrs 
of thoſe conſcientious Chriſtians, who truly 
lament the wandring of their Hearts in 
religious Duties, and eſpecially in the 
Wußte and more publick Ones. 
Tis true (as has been ſuggeſted before) 
that @ proper Acquaintance with God, and 
religious Regard to him; in all our Cay, 
and conſcientious, daily Morſpip of him, ts 
the beſt, and moſt neceſſary, general Prepa- 
rative for his Publict Worſhip.” And the 
more ſteady, and regular, we are in the 
former, the more habitually prepared we 
ſhall be for the latier. But yet, as ſome 
previous, ſolemn Pauſe, and Preparation, 
though never ſo hort, may be highly 
advantageous, even to ſecret,” daily Nor- 
Hip; ſo a proportionable previous Pauſe, 
or particular reparation for Publick Wor- 
ſhip may, upon the ſame Foot, be pleaded 
for; and ſeems highly: requiſite, not to 
ſay neceſſary," to the more compoſed, and 
advantageous Attendance! on God therein. 
And, recommended it, Prepara- 
« hb. tory 
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tory to our Secret Worſhip, to conſider 
what we are going about, and examine 
our Temper, and Practices, during the 
ſhorter Intervals of thoſe Devotions, and 
our Purpoſes for future Conduct; ſo 1 


cannot but very much recommend it, as 
preparatory to the more Publick Wor- 


ſhip of God, particularly on his Holy 
Day, 10 conſider the Solemnity thereof to 
enquire into onr Temper, and Behaviour, 


_ through the Week paſt, both towards God, 


ourſelves, and others; with our Purpoſes 
for the enſuing /4- and even, to begin io rethify, 


* 


as well as recolleks, and mourn over what 


has been amißſß; and get our Souls into-the 
beſt Poſture for the Divine Services, we are 


about to engage in. Let us then, upon theſe 


Occaſions, 


5 


Thoughts to dwell a while on the ſolemni- 


ties before us. Say, O my Soul, How 


gladly do 1 view, and as it were, run to 
meet a returning Opportunity of paying 
my publick Vows to God, among his 


proach of it? Tis my daily Privilege, 
to have a: God, and Father, who ſees; 
even in ſecret, and is ever nigh unto me 
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in all that I call upon him for: But J 
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1. Suffer; yea, if need be, oblige our 


People? O, how do welcome the Ap 


K init \ n _ * »% * 8 a 
q q "XY . 2 = TY * * * my 
* 2 OO” ONT * * Fl * < 7 »4 
2 n Y Ys, * 4 e 
* e * = 
8 3 * n 4 { 
» F - 4 «+ * * 6 4. © 


* 


184 A Scripture Account of 
| am now tohave a publick Audience of him; 
3 to have the King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords publickly own me, for his Ser- 
F © yant; his Child; one of his Houſhold; 

and give me Leave, as publickly, toown 
him for my God, and Father; and pay 
my Homage to him as ſuch, in the Pre- 
© ſence of his Saints; and joyn with them 
in worſhiping him, and partaking of 
£ the Tokens of his Favour: A little Em- 
blem of Heaven. It concerns me now, 
« as well as in my ſecret Worſhip, to ſee, 
that my Heart be in a right Frame, and 
«© rightly exerciſed, in the Service of him, 
« *who looks at the Heart, requires it, and 
© muſt have it, or my Worſhip is nothing. 
© It concerns me likewiſe, 4 that in a 
more eſpecial Manner, than in more 
Private Devotions, to take Care of my 
outward Deportment z that I may alſo 
- honour my God before Men; and Angels, 
as well as in my Heart. My Geſture, m) 
' Looks, my Voice, my Heart and all ſhall 
now do Honour, and homage to him, 
« who bath bought me with a Price. I will 
« glorify bim, as it is highly fit 1 ſhould, 
« with my Body, and my Spirit, which are 
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l am about to join with Fellow Saints 
here below; yea, with bleſſed Spirits 
above, though at a humbler Diſtance, I 
in praiſing, and adoring the God of 7 
Heaven, and Earth; I am to join with ; 


1 
* 
. 
* 
others, of Chriſt's Diſciples, in hearing 
* his ſacred Word; in ſpreading befoie 
« God our joint Requeſts; in declaring. 
© our common Faith, and Intereſt in Je- 
« ſus Chriſt, our Mediator; and in plea- 
ding his Merits, and Sufferings, for the 
« Forgivenefs of our Sins, and our Ac- 1 
« ceptance with God. O how ſhall I be 
elevated enough, in. Praiſe z, attentive, , 
enough, in hearing; earneſt enough, in 
Prayer; penitent enough in Confeſſion s 
of Sin; thankful enough in recognizing = 
the Mercies of God, eſpecially, thegreat- 1 
« eſt of all Mercies, the aſtoniſhing Giſt, 
and Sufferings. of his Son Feſus Chriſt for 
* us ; and the unſpeakable Privileges of the 
© Covenant of Grace ? How ſhall I evince 
before God, in the beſt Manner, my 
« Sincerity in the Chriſtian Religion, and 
in this Covenant, while I plead, and 
0 wean uſe of the precious Benefits of 
2. Let us enquire into our paſt, and 
prefent Temper, and Behaviour; parti- 
2 9 . 
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|  cularly, ſince we laſt appear'd before God, 
in his publick, ſolemn Service; and now, 

we are going to do ſo again. Has it been, 
and is it, in general, ſuch as becomes 
Chriſtians ? In what Particulars, has it 
been otherwiſe ? Have we kept daily, 
Watch over ourſelves, and daily calld 
ourſelves to Account? If we have, this. 
general Review will be the eaſter ; if not, 
there is ſo much more need of a very ſtrict, 
and particular Examination ow. * How 

© have 1 Corte ity Thoughts, Af- 

© feftions, Paſſions, Appetites, Words. 
and Actions? How have I minded my 

© everlaſting Concerns? How have I walk - 

ed with God; obſerv'd, and perform'd 

my Duty to him ? How have I behaved 
"myſelf towards Men; my Superiors, 

Interiors, or Equals? How have 1 
managed my Calling | "How have L 
eee of doing. good, 
in my Place? How have I walked in 
my Pala; and converſed with my 
Friends? what Defects, or Blemiſhes 
| do l find in theſe, or any ſuch Particu- 
lars, which require Repentance, and 
+. to be put away? whereia am I deficient 
© of that Unleavened Bread of Purity, true 
Walen 6 Piety, 
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6: Pity ad Virtue, with which I ought 
to celebrate a Feſtival to God? That, 
which I cannot reflect upon, with Com- 
fort, as pure, veriuous and good, let me 
rake care, that I may be able to refle&t 
upon the bedrty, ſincere Repentance of it, 
with Comfort, when I am ſeeking the 
Forgiveneſs and Favour of God, yon) 
with the reſt of his People. I mu 
therefore abandon this, or the other 
evil Luft, or Practice, immediately. O 
let me not go with my Hands and 
Heart de filed with it, into God's holy 
Courts, and awful Preſence. No, from 
oo Moment, I take a final Leave of 
| Trefolve, by God's Grace, to watch 
Ms narrowly againſt it, for the fu- 
ture; to be more careful, and diligent 
in the Performance of ſuch, or ſuch a 
too much, if not bicherto, intirely neg- | 
© Jefed Duty, _— 

Let us endeavour, for che preſent, 
to diveſt our Minds of ſuch Things, which 
altho* not ſinful, or evil in themſelves, 
yet may tend to interrupt us in the Wor- 
ſhip of God. As the T oughts of worldly 
Afar”; ; worldly : Enjoy mens . or work 
Troubles, and Vexations ;” which, b «deeply 


ki ah us, at ſuch a Time, wil be in 


danger | 


* 
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| danger of breaking in upon our Devo- 
tions; and ſolemn, religious Duties. Tis 
highly requiſite, that zbeſe ſhou'd be re- 
mov'd, and kept at a proper Diſtance 
from our Hearts, on. ſuch. an Occaſion, 
which may be done thus, viz. By thinking 
muell on better T. Hing; and their ſuperior 
Excellency, and Importance; till we have 
affected ourſelves more with theſe, than 
with “be other. Thoſe Things will natu- 
rally be uppermoſt, and moſt predomi- 
nant in our Thoughts, which have, at 
that Time, moſt. ſtrongly - and deeply 
impreſs'd our Affections. And, to think 
cloſely and intenſely upon any. Thing, is 
the Way to give it all the Advantage, it 
can have, to engage our Affections. Let 
us then deeply impreſs diuine Things upon 
_ our Affections; and this will be the moſt 
likely effectual Way, to. free ourſelves 
from the impertinent Sollicitations of all 
leſſer, lower Matters. 

Say, Stand aſide, all ye ſublanary 
© Concerns z ye little, trifling Affairs, 
Thoughts, Delights, or Cares of lower 
Life; any ' farther than I ſhall have oc- 

C caſion to refer to in my Petitions, 
7 Reſignations, or She nga to God 
© on your . Leave me, . h 4 

; « while, 
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© while, I have now, much greater, and 
more awful Things to bufy my Thoughts 
and Mind about. I charge you, inter- 
rupt me not. This ſacred Day, theſe 
religious Hours, before me, are devoted 
to Matters of quite another, and more 
exalted Nature. There is a Time 
for all Things, and every Thing is beau- 
* tiful in its Seaſon. Come therefore, O 
my Soul, fpurn Earth, and earthly 
Things, and ſoar above them; out of 
© reach, out of hearing, out of fight of 
* of them: they'll then be out of 180 
Breath awhile, the purer Air of a 
© more heavenly Region. Entertain thy | 
« ſelf, with ſublimer Sentiments, and Con- 
* templationsz that thou mayeſt be more 
« fit for the divineſt, -the moſt celeſtial 
« Exerciſes, on this fide Heaven itſelf. 
And ſince P've mentioned Heaven, at 
once to ſtrike all Earthly Thoughts, or 
the vain reveries of a vacant Mind out of 

* countenance, for one while, think, O 
my Soul, of that Glorious Place 3 with 
« the Buſineſs, and the Joys thereof; of 
which thy publick Workhip of God, in 
Concert with thy Fellow Chriſtians, here 
* below, is a faint Image: and a Prepara- 
. Woe; L and if thou improve it aright, a 


0 Pledge. 
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190 A Scripture Account of 

« Pledge... There, I ſhall be perfect 
« Pure, and Holy ; free from Sin, and 
« ſinful Luſts, and Paſſions, and all the 
<-evil Conſequences of them: ſhall be 
« ſanctify'd in Body, as well; and as com- 
„ pleatly, as in Mind. The Law in my 
Members, which now. wars againſt the 
© better Law of my Mind, ſhall not follow 
me thuber; nor cleave to me, as oro 
< it does, to my Grief, and great Di- 
ſturbance. No Pollution by Sin, nor 
any Uneaſineſs, or Pain ſhall here de file 
my Conſcience, break my Peace, a- 
bridge my Pleaſure. There ſhall know 
God, and his glorious Perfections; his 
« wondrous. Works; his wiſe and kind 
Deſigns; many of which, I can zow 
have very little, and many more, it 
£ 
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+ how glorious ſhall we zbere ſhine, in our 
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Maker's s, and our glority'd Redeemer? 8 
Image! How- ſhalj we there, for ever 
rejoyce in his Salvation; and ſing Praiſes, 
and Halelujahs o God, and to the 
Lamb; af innumerable Company of us; 
Thouſands, and Ten thouſands, conti- 
nually exciting, and beighrening one a- 
< nother's Joys, and one another's Devo- 
fion? Thirs ſhall be no Jarrs, no Diſ- 
contents; nor any thing to create them; 
no Folly, Weakneſs, Pride, Paſſſons, 
Prejudices, Miſtakes, Suſpicions, Jea- 
Jlouſies, Grudgings, Miſunderſtandings, 
< interfering Intereſts, or any thing hke 
< theſe; the Bane of ſocial Life, and Com- 
fort. But we ſhall, all, truly love one 
© another; as ourſelves ; and rejoyce in 
« each other's Happineſs, and Goodneſs. 
G a, may L endeavour, and contribute all 

I poſſibly can, to make my public Mor- 
« ſhip of God, in the Aſſembly F his Saints, 


here below, as like Heaven, as may be. 
© For this purpoſe, it is, I thus indu 

«* myſelf in Thoughts of Heaven, and hea 
* venty things; that I may contract a hea-· 
«'venly Frame of Mind. PF would for this 


6. * 
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* Purpoſe, likewiſe, read the Word of 


© God, and ſuch other Writings, as may 


* Help) me to ee it, and ſerve” to 


5 
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© raiſe, or-increaſe pious, devout Affecti- 
© ons in me. I would allow myſelf; if it 
© may be, more Time, and a larger 
Scope, in my ſecret Devotions ; and cul- 
© tivate in my Mind generous, benevolenc 
© Sentiments, and Diſpoſitions towards all 
* Men, and eſpecially, good Men; at 


N te ſame time, hoping the beſt concern- 


£ ing them; throwing a Mantle of Love, 
and reren over their Weaknelſles, 
< and Failings; yea, even their injuries 
< or Slights of my; rejoycing in their 
« Proſperity 3. compaſſionating their 


Wants, and Afflictions, as if 8 


with them; chearfully contributin 
< their Relief, in any of their Diſtre Fes, 
And methinks, 

4. Ir might be no diſagreeable Improve- 
ment of ſuch a Frame of Mind, and Pre- 
parative for the ſolemn, ublick Worſhi p 
of God, to find out, and contribute Relief 
to ſome, or other of our poor, diſtreſſed fel- 
tow Chriſtians ; «Fellow Members of the 
2 Body; that they may chearfully ſerve, 
and worſhip God, having their dejefiing, 
oppreſſive Wants a little eas d, and taken 
of, by dur Liberality towards them. And 
our relieving them, with theſe Views, will 
enhance the ** and add Piety 1 * 


< SS 25 2 22 28 22s (On AASY a, =Q Ein, w 


* 


the LorD's SUPPER 193 
The Worſhip of a Chriſtian conſiſts, ve- 
ry much, in Thankſgiving, The Lord's 
Day, particularly, is very properly. a 
Thankſgtving Day, a High Feſtival, and 
nothing can better ſuit it, than As 4 N 
Charity, and Mercy. Though our Good- 
neſs extendeth not unto God; yet, out of 
Gratitude to him, it ought to extend 7o 
the Saints, that are on the Earth, Pla. xvi. 
2, 3. Qur Kindneſs to whom, our Bleſſed 
Saviour is pleaſed to place to his own Ac- 
count ; and has aſſured us, he will, here- 
after, reckon for, Matib. xxv. 34. to the 
end. St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. NS 
concerning the Collaction for the Saints, as 1 
bade given orders tothe Churches of Galalia, _ 


even ſo do ye, upon the firſt Day of be 


Week, let every one of you lay by bim in ore, - 
as God: hath proſpered him. Thus have the 
Churches, here, a publick Order for Santtj- 
fying this Day, by As of Bencvolence to 
Fellow Chriſtians. And to meditate ſuch 
Acts of Charity, and as we have Oppor- 

tunity, execute them, muſt, ſure, be al- 
low'd a very proper Preparative for, and 
Concomitant of the religious Homage, - 
Chriſtians pay to God, and their Redee- 
mer, on that Day; eſpecially in thoſe, 
whom God, by his 9 hath proſ- 


pered 


* 
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pered, in any Meaſure, and intruſted with 
a Competency, perha We, more than a Com- 
petency of the 8000 hings of this World. 
By ſuch Meditations, and ſuch Exer- 
Ges as theſe, a good Conſcience, and ſuch 
good Diſpoſitions of Mind, will be promo- 
ted, as will very much tend to our ſerious, 


ble Attendance on God's publick Worſhip. 
Humilicy, Heavenly- mindedneſs, Fear 
of God, Truſt, and Confidence in him, 
Giaricude, 7 2 and true Devotion to- 
wards him, Benevolence, and Love to 
Men, Fellow Chriſtians eſpecially, will 
all be heightened, warm'd, and put into 
Motion, fit for the religious Exerciſes be- 
fore us. And our Hearts will be ſo af- 
fected with divine Things, that we ſhall 
be able to attend thereto with the mare 
\ fervent, ſteady, uninterrupted Applica- 
tion of Mind. Trifles, worldly Cares, 
and Thoughts will ſcarce have any Power 
to edge themſelves in among theſe nobler, 
more truly delightful Sentiments; when 


ſion of our Hearts; and come, immedi- 
in 5 Duties. fs. 


+. 


acceptable, adyantageous and comforta- 


they have thus beforehand, taken Poſſeſ- 


ately, to be farther c and cheriſned 
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I cannot but think, tl. at wandering of 
the Heart, that Drowſineſs, and Dullneſs, 
of the Spirits, ſo much complain d of by 
many conſcientious Chriſtians in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, eſpecially in publick, would, 
in a great Meaſure, g give way to ſome ſuch 
Proceſs, and Method of Preparation as this. 
And I doubt not, the moſt habitually ſerious, 
attentive, lively Worſhiper might find 
ſome additional Advantage by it. The 
moſt ſkilful Muſician, who was to per- 
form in his Art, upon any extraordinary 
Occaſion, would take care beforehand, to 
tune his Inſtrument, and try his Hand. 
And fure Jam, there is not ſo very little 
Difference betwixt the common, every 
Day's Thoughts, and Concerns of Chriſtians 
(el der ix as they are moſt commonly 
managed) and Divine Worſbip; but that 
their Minds have need of new tuning, and 
ſome previous Exerciſe, in order to aſſiſt 
at the latter, to the beſt Advantage. And 
though, after all, the Holy Spirit of God 
(whoſe Aid Chriſtians have N eculiar En- 
couragement to expect, and ſhould not fail 
earneſtly to HERES on this Occaſion) mult 
diſpoſe us for and affiſt us in the right 
Worſhip of God; yet, we have moſt rea- - 
ſon to expect this from him in the Uſe of 
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the moſt proper, likely, natural Meam; 


and whether thoſe, above recommended, 
are not ſuch, I muſt leave to the Chriſtian 
Reader's own Reaſon, and Experience. 
Let us therefore endeavour ever to 
compole, and prepare ourſelves for the 
Worſhip of God, eſpecially, in publick, 


And on the Lord's Day. And not confine 


late. And though beſide this ſome ac. 


our Preparations, as we have been too 
generally accuſtomed to do, to one of 
God's Holy Ordinances, or Part of his 
ſolemn, Publick Worſhip ; and that too, 
the ſeldomeſt uſed ; and in more reſpects 
than one, almoſt loſt from among us, 
Not that we ſhould abſtain, at any time, 


from any of them, becauſe (it may be) we 
have been unavoidably hindered, and diſ- 
appointed; yea, or have let ſlip the Op- 
portunity, of making ſo particular a Pre- 


paration, for them, as uſual, or as we 
defire, We ſhould come with the beſt 
Preparation, and in the beſt Manner we 
can. A ſincere, conſcientious Chriſtian 
is ever habitually prepared for Attendance 
on God, in all his Ordinances ; the beſt, 
and moſt neceſſary, habitual Preparation 


for all which conſiſts ix the conſcientious 


Care of a good Life, ſays an excellent Pre- 


tual 
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tual Preparation may be highly requiſite, 


and neceſſary to the beſt, and moſt advan- 


tageous Attendance on them (as has been 
argued above) and therefore ſhould not be 
ordinarily, or allowedly omitted; yet, 


when it has been accidentally fo this 


ſhould not hinder any honeſt Chriſtian 


from improving an Opportunity of attend- 


ing God's publick Worſhip, or any Part 


thereof. Though the better Preparation 
we make, we may ordinarily expect ta 
perform theſe religious Duties better; 
more to our own Benefit, and Comfort; 
and more to the Glory of God; and there - 
fore ſhould, ordinarily, and as well as 


may be, prepare for them; yet, to at- 


tain theſe Ends, in any meaſure, is rich] 
worth the while, and if we neglect God's 
Ordinances, and Worſhip, becauſe we 
have not ſo well, and ſo particularly pre- 
par'd for them, as we would, or it would 
have been more for our Advantage to 
have done ; we loſe the Advantage, at 


that Time, even of that Degree of Prepa= 


redneſs we had for them; and if our being 
no better prepared, was our Fault, and 

Neglect, we add another to it, inſtead of 
endeavouring to amend it, and make the 
beſt we can of the Opportunity. 
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198 A Scripture Account of 
The Sum, of what I would inculcate 
here, is this. The mere Want of ſuch a 
particular Preparation is not, indeed, a 
ſufficient Excule for a Chriſtian's omittin 
any Opportunity of enjoying any of God's 
appointed Ordinances, or attending any 
Part of his ſolemn Worſhip. And yet it 
is a very proper becoming Practice, tend- 
ing very much to the Advantage of our 
Worſhip, the Good of our Souls, and the 
Glory of God, and of Conſequence, no 
inconſiderable Duty, - ordinarily, thus to 
compoſe, and prepare ourſelves (not tor the 
Lord's Supper only, but) for all the Parts, 
fer the whole of God's ſolemn, public Wor- 
Hip; or, in general, for the religions Ex- 
erciſes of God's Day, and Houſe, © We read 
much, in Scripture,. of preparing the 
Heart to ſeek, and ſerve (or worſhip) 
God, 1 Sam. vii. 3. and 2 Chron. xxx. 19. 
and Holy David ſays, Pſ. lvii. 7. my Heart 
i fixed, O God, the. Hebrew Word might 
be rendied, prepared, as it is in the Margin, 
and in theforecited Places; my Heart is pre- 
Pared, {will fin ings and give Praiſe : and as 
though he would prepare, and {tir up himſelf 
yet more, to this Work, he proceeds thus, 
Awake up my Glory; awake Pfaltery, and 
* 3 1 myſelf, will awake early ; I will 


Praiſe 4 


W 
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praiſe thee O Lord, among the People, &c. 


Bur [ will now proceed to the laſt general 
Direction. 


DrazcrTion. NG 


Endeavour to keep a very ſtrict Watch 
over yourſelf; and to be very ſerious, and 
ſuiĩtably affected, in all, and every Part of 

the Publick Worſhip of God, when you 
do actually engage therein. Otherwile, 
you will be in danger of droping, and 
letting go your Attention, notwichſtand- 
ing all your Preparation ; and your Wor- 
ſhip will dye upon your hands; and ſo 
far be made nothing of, or even degene- 


rate into rifling with God, and wt the 
moſt ſacred things. | 
To inſtance in the principal; and con- 

ſtant (or what ought to be the conſtant) 
ſtated Parts, or Branches of our publick 
Worſhip, eſpecially on the Lord's Day. 

I. In ſinging Praiſes to God. I need 
not ſtand here, to prove this a proper, 
material Part of the publick Worſhip of 
Chriſtians. We have the EAA of 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles (as well as of Da- 
vid, and Aſaph) and their particular In- 
ftrutions for it : the Example of the 


I 4 Primitive 


200 A Scripture Account of 
Primitive Chriſtians, in ſucceeding Ages; 
whoſe ſinging together the Praiſes of God, 
and Chriſt, in their Aſſemblies, was taken 
Notice of by the Heatbens. And a Great 
Part of the future, exalted Worſhip of Hea- 
den 1s repreſented to us, in Scripture, by 
| this. The chief Queſtion now is, how 
fhall we, in the belt Manner, join, and 
bear a Part in this delightful Work? And, 
not to mention the Voice, or offer any 
Directions about that, which is the leaſt 
Part of Singing in the Sight of God, and 
only a Help to excite our Affections, and 
yet ſhould be imploy'd in this Part of 
. Worſhip, if we have tolerable Voices for 
it (which may not tend more to damp the 
Devotion of others, and perhaps our own 
too, than to promote it) for God who 
- hath given us Voices, and Muſical ones 
too, ſhould have this Homage from them: 
Our Hearts however, ſhould be ſure to 
join in the Praiſes, which are ſung to God, 
and there:ore, : 5 
1. We ſhould endeavour to underſtand 
the Meaning of what is ſung; mind, and 
attend to the Senſe of it. / will ang (lays 
the Apoſtle) 201th the Underſtanding, 1 Cor. 
Xiv. 15. we ſhould not (as is too common- 
1ydone).mind only the Tune of the Voice 4 
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in which Caſe, we can no more be truly 
ſaid. to ſing, than a mere Muſical Inſtru- 
ment; we only hum over a Tune in fuck 
a particular Manner, and might as well 
do it inarticulately, without any Words 
at all, or in a Language we underſtand 
not; our ſinging is no more than the 
ſounding of Braſs, or tinkling of a Cym- 
bal; and if we are affected with the Noiſe | 
we make. yet is that Affection not ra- 
tional, but mechanical, or animal at high- 
eſt, and no more than is raiſed-in the Breaſt. 
of a Horſe, by the winding of a Horn, or 
the Beat of a Drum. Let me therefore, 
O my Soul, in ſinging the Praiſes of 
God, who is a Spirit, ever ſing with 
my Spirit, with my Underſtanding z tak- 
ing in, and duly conſidering the Senſe of 
what J ſing to God, and of every Sen- 
+ tence, if poſſible; then ſhall I ling, not 
« like an Organ; not like a Nightingal,. 
or Parrot, only by rote; but like a 
: reaſonable Creature; and, if with ſuit- 
able Piety, and Devotion too, as well 
* as Underſtanding, like an Angel.” 
K 

We ſhould be ſuitably affected 2 
wha we fing in the Worſhip of God. 
When 1 in our facred Songs for Inſtance, 
1 5 we 
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we make mention of our Sins, 3 
Infirmities, we ſhould take Care that 
it be with anſwerable, and becoming 
Humility, and Contrition of Soul; 
when we ſing of the Grace, and Fayour 
of God, either in general, or in any par- 
ticular 1 it ſhonld be with un— 
feigned Thankfulneſs, and Love to 
him, Hope, Truſt, and joy in him; when 
we ſing of God's s glorious Perſections, our 
Souls ſhould be touch'd with the Succeſſive 
Affections of  Admiration, Reverence, 
Truſt, Reſignation, and Aſpirings to 
know more of God, and be more like 
him, in thoſe Inſtances, and Excellencies, 
wherein it becomes us to imitate him; as 
in Holineſs, Juſtice, Truth, Goodneſs, 
and Mercy. When we ſing the Hiſtory | 
of God's Ways, or Works, it ſhould be 
with like anſwerable Sentiments, and Aft- 
fections; when we ling the Precepts, and 
Inſtructions of his Word, it ſhould be 
with inward Approbation, and Reſoluti- 
ons of Obedience. When we ſing his 
Promiſes, it ſhould be with an Addition, 
as it were, of new Life to our Hopes, 
Defires, and Joys in the believing Pro. 
ect of their Accompliſhment, When 
we ling his ; PH it ſhould 85 
Wit 
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with religious Awe, and Deprecation, &c. 
Aud 2 7 this is the Meaning of the 

Apo e's Direction, Col. iii. 16. Singing 
with Grace in your Hearts, by the Lord, le. 
with ſuitable Affections. For the Heart 
is generally conſider'd in Scripture (as it is 
in the common Language of Men) as the 
Seat of the Affections. O my Soul, do 
© thou ever thus join in this Part of God's 
« ſolemn Worſhip, with ſuitable, e. 
:  fanchify*d Affections.“ 


II. In Hearing the Word of God, ei- | 


ther read, or preached. This we ſhould 
ever do with Reverence, and ſerious Ar- 
tention ; as the Word ot. God; the word of 
the Greateft, and the Wiſeſt of Beings; and 
that, by which He vouchſafes to inſtruct 
us in the molt needful, uſeful Knowledge; 
that Word, which is able to make us 101% to 
Salvation; Being profitable for Doctrine, for 
Reproof, for Correction, for. Inſtruction in 
Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. 


If we are Chriſtians, we belidve: the 


Scriptures to be the Word of God; and 
the Preaching of this Word, to be a Di- 
vine Ordinance, appointed by Chriſt, for 
the Edification of his Body, the Church, 
Matth, xxviii. 20, Epbeſ. iv. 11, 12. and 
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the firſt Preachers of it, we know, claimed 
to be heard as Ambaſſadors for Chriſt ; 2 
Cor. v. 20. and ought we not to giveall de- 
cent, and reverent Regard to the Embaſ- 
ſies, the Meſſages, that are brought under 
the Notion of Meſſages from God: that we 
may compare them with his writen Word, 
in our Hands; and ſee whether they real- 
ly are ſo; and if we find them ſo to be, 
receive, and obey them accordingly? 
___ Surely, to talk, or laugh, or ſleep, 
. while the Oracles of the great God are 
read, or preach'd, explain'd, or inculca- 
ted, is highly indecent in the Sight of 
Men, and Angels, as well as in the Sight 
of God himſelf. And not to attend with 
true, inward Seriouſneſs; but amuſe our 
Minds with Trifles, while we have the 
Air, and Appearance (in the Eye of Men) 
of ſome Attention; muſt be provoking to 

him, who looks at the Heart, and will 
not be put off with Appearances : or to 
attend with wrong, and baſe Views; not 
ta learn, and practice, but to cavil, or 
only entertain our Ears, or fancies ; or 
the like, is very unworthy a Chriſtian. 
Could an Earthly Parent, or Maſter bear 
that his Children, or Servants ſhould thus 
diſregard him, when he. ſpeaks, or ſends 

FP to 
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tous Concerns? How much more unfit is 
it, we ſhould be regardleſs of the Word 
of God, eſpecially when read, or ſpoken 
to us by God's own ſpecial Appointment, 
and in his Name? © O my Soul, ever pay 
a devout Regard to the Reading, or 
« Preaching of God's holy Word, Con- 
« fider, it is not the Word of Man, but 
of God, whichis, or ſhould be, dehiver*d. . 
« from the Pulpit. As it is delivered to 
* thee, under the Notion of a Meſſage 
* frem Gad, which concerns thy SouP's. 
« everlaſting Welfare, attend to it from 
© time to time, with Reverence, and 
Care; with hungring, and thirſting af- 
ter it, and after ſome uſetul Knowledge, 
and Inſtruction from it. Endeavour to 
underſtand it; compare, and examine 
it by God's written Word: and ſo far as 
it appears to be agreeable thereto z be- 
© lieve, it, receive it, treaſure it u 
© thy Memory, be ſuitably affected with - 
it; apply to thyſelf what has any Rela- 
tion to thee as a Man, a Sinner; a 
© nitent, or impenitent one; a Chriſtian, 
* 2 weak, or a ſtrong, a young, or an 
old, a proſperous, or afflicted Chriſtian 
4 G. derive 2 inſtruction, Warn- 


&.. ing, 


mmm | 
to them, and that about the moſt momen- 'V 
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ng. Quickening, Comfort, and Max- 


1 — of Life trom it 3 reſolving, by the 
Grace of God, not to be 4 Hearer only, 
But alſo a Doer of the Word, leaſt thou 


+, decerve thyſelf, James i. 22. O may 1 


now, and ever ſo hear as that my Soul 


may live; that God's Word, and thoſe 
5 who preach it to me, may be an Odour 

fbf Life unto Life, to my Soul ; God 
grant me a Hearing Ear, abdi under. 
© ſtanding; humble, obedient Heart; then 


will I ever, upon theſe Occaſions, ay 


© with the Child Samuel, 1 Sam. iii. 9. 


121 — Lord, for 15 Servant eau. 5 


III. In Prayer. In every ragen and 
every Part of Prayer, we ſhould concern 
ourſelves; aſſiſt, and bear our Part; un- 
derſtanding what we do, and doing what, 
by our Preſence, if not by our Lips tos, 
we pretend to do. I will pray with the 
wnderſtanding ; ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
xiv. 15. and in the following Verſe, he 
plainly intimates that every one, who pre- 
tends to join in Prayer, ſhould join a 
Hearty Amen to every Sentence, whether 
of Petition, or Thankfgiving; or the like: 
i. e. He ſhould, from his Heart, make 


che Senſe thereof che very Language of 


111 his 
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his own Soul to God, who knows infalli- 
bly whether he do ſo, or not. And he 
ſhould likewiſe, by his ferious, aftectio- 
nate (though unaffected) Deportment, at 
leaſt, ſignify, to the View of Men, and 
Angels, his ſending up the common Vows 
to God. Nor can I think an audible Amen, 
however, at the End of the Service, or of 
each diſtin Prayer, an improper Way 
of ſignifying this. However the Amen of 
the Heart, the intelligent, fervent Aſſent 
of the Mind ſhould, it poſſible, never be 
wanting; nor ſhould it only cloſe the 
Prayer, but alfo ariſe with everySentence, 
of it. Thus may I ever join in publick 
Prayer; and bear a Part, a fervent, 
affectionate Part in it, from firſt to laſt; K 
© both in the Sight of God, and Mn. 
© Let every Part, and every Sentence, JF 
thereof carry a Share of devout, affec- 
tionate Breathings from my Heart to . 
the Throne of Grace; that the Vows. of ® 
my Soul may come up before God, to-; 
« gether with thoſe of every other holy, . 
de vout Soul preſent, every attentive 
Worſhiper; and never, never miſs. O 
how ſhould I watch for every Sentence, 
> © which is addreis'd to God, that I may 
<\ ſign it with my lifted Hand, and Eye, 
VI | | | | | and 
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and Heart! I would not ſtand neuter 
a Moment, while ſuch Work is carry- 
ing on, betwixt God, and his Saints, 
aſſembled togetherin the Name of Chriſt, 
If I had ten thouſand Hearts (as I have, 
or ought, to have one at Command)they 
ſhould all join in ſuch Work as this : in 
every Adoration, or Aſcription of Ho- 
nour, Glory, and Praiſe to ſo grear, 
and worthy a God: every Confeſſion 
of my Sinfulneſs, and Unworthineſs : 
every Profeſſion of my Faith, and Truff, 
and Dependance on God; my Accep- 
tance of his offered, Promiſed Mercy ; 
and my Subjection to his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt: In every Requeſt for his Favours 
to myſelf, his Church, and all Man- 
kind: and in every thankfull Acknow- 
ledgement of his innumerable, unſpeak- 
able Mercies. O that my Heart might 
ever thus burn within me, when, and all 
the while, theſe ſacred Addreſſes are pre- 
ſenting to Heaven; as well as, while 
God is ſpeaking in his Word to us; may 
the Divine Flame of true Devotion, not 
go out; but point up continually, to 
leaven ; being, from thence, at firſt 
kindled in my Heart,” 
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And as for the Prayers, and Praiſes, 
which particularly attend this Solemnity, 
together with any Diſcourſe, or Exhorta- 
tion, us'd on this Occaſion ; what has 
been already ſaid, under the foregoing 

Heads, hall ſuffice. All that I add there- 
fore, ſhall be to lead the Devout Chriſtian 
(who needs ſuch help as mine) in the more 
private Exerciſes of his own Mind, in the 
leveral Parts of bis Service. 

Now there is in the Lord's Supper, ſome- 
thing fignify'd, or repreſented to us, and 
ſomething to be fignify'd by us. And 
we ſhould make it our Care, and Endea- 
vour, both to obſerve the one, and per- 
form the other, with the moſt ſuitable, 
anſwerable Exerciſes, and Aﬀections of 
Mind. | 

1. As to what is Ggnify'd, or repre- 
ſented to a Chriſtian, in this Ordinance : 
and conſequently, calls for his moſt ſert- 
ous, affectionate Regard. $B 

(1.) The Separation of the Elements - 
from a common, to a peculiar, . holy - 
Uſe, is what we ſhould take Notice: of, 6 
with a ſuitable Regard; that we look up- 
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and Wine; though Bread, and Wine ſtill; 


* 


1. odio 
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4. 


but conſecrated to a ſolemn, religious 
Uſe; and therefore to be partaken of, in 
a ſolemn, religious Manner; as repreſent- 
ing ſomething infinitely more excellent, 
than they themſelves are ; even the Body, 
and Blood of Chriſt, which be has given for 
the Life of the World: his Fleſh, which is 
Meat indeed; and bis Blood, which is 
Drink indecd: which is the Source, and 
Nutrinent of a ſpiritual Life, in our Souls, 
John vi. 48-58. This ſhould excite in us 
hungring, and thirſting Deſires after con- 
ſtant Communion with Chriſt, and all 
needful Communications from him. Lord 
< evermore give us this Bread. 
(2.) The Death, and Crucifixion, or 


Sacrifice of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt for the 
Sin of the World, and for the Reconcilia- 


tion of Men to God, is ſignify'd in this 
Ordinance, by the Breaking of the conſecra- 
ted Bread, and pouring forth of the conſecr a- 
ted Wine, And what Affections ſhould this 
Signal raiſe in a Believer's Breaſt ? Con- 


_ © fider, O my Soul (on ſuch an Occaſion) 


the exquiſite Sufferings of thy Lord, and 
Saviour. View him in an Agony, ſweat- 
ing as it were great drops of Blood: 
Ses him betray ; d- by Judas: ſcig d by 
#12 $3 R Ruffans 
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1 forſaken by his Friends; 
« hail'd; away to judgment: butfeted, 
«© derided, ſpit on, moſt unjuſtly. con- 
90 demned, to gtatify the clamouring, 
„malicious Jeus; though acknow-- 
* ledg'd innocent by the very Judge him- 
« ſelf, after the ſtricteſt Enquiry. Behold 
him nail'd to a curſed, ignominious 
Croſs: extended on it: his Hands, and 
Feet bruis'd, and torn with Nails; his 
Head with Thorns; his Reputation 
« with Calumay: inſulted, in his greateſt 
« Extremity, by the Soldiery, and Rab- 
ble; his Thirſt mock'd with a malicious 
c Taak of Vineg ar and Gall; hear him 
crying 8 God, my God, why haſt 
* thou forſaken — See him, at length, 
bowing his Head, and giving up the 
* Ghoſt: a cruel Soldier, however, to 
make ſure Work, ſtabs him in the 
«© Side, with a Spear, to his very Heart, 
from whence flows a Stream of Blood, 
and Water: The — my Soul, that 
waſheth thee: from all thy Sins. Say, 
6 


ö (1.) How awfully conſpicuous does the 
| Holineſs, and Juſtice of that God appear, 
5 < whole Jam, and whom I am bound to 
« ſerve; whole holy righteous Laws once 
y 1 "violated, requir'd ſuch an Atonement, 
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as the Sacrifice of the holy, and bleſſed 
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Jeſus. What reverential Thoughts 


ought Lever to have of his Holineſs, and 


Juſtice? How holily, and uprightly, 


_ I ever to walk, to pleaſe him ? 


2.) How vile, and heinous 1s the Na- 
ture of Sin, that needed ſuch a Sacrifice 
of Aronement ; or all this World muſt 
have fell a Sacrifice to its wretched, 


malignant Influence; I charge thee, O 


my Soul, never, never more think light- 
ly of Sin. OT hate, I abhor it; I loath 


' myſelf for having had ſo much to do 


with it. Lord, I grieve, I am aſham'd 


of my Sins, particularly — | I tremble 
to think what might, what would have 
been, to me, the dreadful Conſequences 
of them; had Chriſt not dy'd, or I not 


had an Intereſt in him; but I humbly 
hope, O my God, and truſt in thy for- 
giving Mercy, in, and 3 him. 
Which, that I may do upon ſure Grounds, 
I tear away every Sin, I know of, from 
my Heart, 'and caſt it from me with 


Indignation, (3.) How great is the Love 
of God, not only to meditate my Sal- 


vation and that of loſt Mankind; but 
even to offer up his own holy Son, who 
* knew no Sin, a Sacrifice for us? this 
* farther 
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, farther aggravates my Sin againſt him. - 
"6 This breaks my Heart. Is God fo good? " 
and could I ever allow myſelt, could I 
be ſuch a Brute, to Sin againſt ſo good, 
and merciful a God? what infinite Thanks 
do I owe thee, O Lord, what Returns 
of Love, ſuch Love, with which it be- 
comes me to love one ſo infinitely above 
me, and yet ſo infinitely obliging ? (4.) 
How ſurprizing was the Love of Jeſus 
Chriſt? What was my Salvation, or 
that of all Mankind to him, that He 
* ſhouldlay down his Life a ranſom for us? 
Shall I ever forget this friendly Deed? 
or, Shall I ever think any thing too 
much to do, or ſuffer, or part with for 
him, in this Life; who hath ſav'd me 
* 
c 
o 


: from eternal Deſtruction in the other 
: World? I would write an indelible 
. Memorandum of his dying Love on the 


Table of my Heart for ever. I will, e- 
ven now, renew the impreſſion, to & 
make it more deep, and laſting. ' Lord 

thou knoweſt all things, Thou knoweſt that 
1 Love thee. (5.) How precious were 
the Souls of Mankind to God, the By; 

ther of theſe Spirits in F leſh; ; and to 

* Jeſus the Redeemerof them! May I 

' n to ow a juſt eV alu on my own- 


6 Soul, 
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Soul, and be truly ſollicitous for its 
« everlaſting Welfare. I will too, after W 
his moſt worthy, moſt charming Ex- 
ample, love all Mankind; and thoſe, 
who are not only beloved and pitied by 
him, but who alſo love the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, I will love, in a more eſpecial 
Manner, for his Sake: nor will J love 
in Word, or Tongue only, but in Deed, 
and in Truth, moſt readily forgiving 
their Offences againſt me, pitying their 
Weakneſſes, ſeeking their Proſperity, 
eſpecially that of their immortal Souls.” 
43.) God's Gift of Chriſt, and His Gift 
of himſelf for us, and to us; with the Goſ- 
pel Covenant of Grace, and all its preci- 
ous Privileges, is ſignify'd, in this Ordi- 
nance, hy The giving, or diſtributing the 
Bread, and Wine, to the Communicants, 
Say, my Soul, How bountiful, how 
free is the ever bleſſed God of theſe beſt 
« 'of Favours? He deſires not the Death 
of Sinners; but rather, that they ſhould 
turn from their Wickedneſs, and live: 
this Immenſe ' Gift leaves no Room to 
doubt of his Good-will to Mankind, or 
to me. Behold, my Soul, how free 
He is of his Beloved Son: ann He that 
Fo "ſpared not his oοn Son, but delivered him 
Ft 36 > . 2 Up 
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< up for us all ; bow ſhall He not, with him 
- alſo, freely give us all things? How much 

| beſide himſelf is every Refuſer of ſuch 9 

Grace? Ol will not, no, I will not be 

of that Number. I have received Chriſt | 

| Jeſus the Lord, with his purchaſed, of- 
fered Terms of Salvation; and I reſolve: 
to abide by them, and walk according 

to them, that I may plead them with 

my God.“ Which leads us to conſider, 

2. What 18 to be ſignify'd by a Chri- 
ſtian, in his partaking of this Ordinance; 
which he ſhould likewiſe endeavour to per- 
form with ſuitable. Affections, and Exer- 
ciſes of the Mind. And in general, The 
Communicating Chriſtian's actual Com- 
munion, or Participation in a crucify'd 

Jeſus, and in the Goſpel] Covenant of * 

Grace, is ſignify'd in this Ordinance; by 
His taking, and partaking of the conſecrated, 
broken, given Bread, and Cup. - 
(1.) By His taking, and eating of the 
broken Bread, the Chriſtian ſignifies his 

Communion in the Body of Chriſt, broken 

upon the Croſs for him; and conſequent- 

ly, not only that Chriſt did ſo dye for 

him, and for all Mankind, but 011 that 

He {the Communicating Chriſtian}is, „ 

ha me 7 Believer in Chriſt; a de- 
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voted Follower, and Diſciple of Jeſus 3 


a Profe ſſor of his Holy Religion; a Mem- 


ber of his Myſtical Body, of that bleſſed 
Society, or Community, which own him 


for their Head, their Prophet, Prieſt, and 
King; who profeſs an intire Subjection to 
him, and love to one another for his Sake. 
He ſignifies, that He perſeveres, or re- 
mains in the Truth, and Profeſſion, into 


which he has been ſolemnly Baptized, viz. 


a Devotedneſs to the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. May my Soul therefore, 


upon this Occaſion, breath forth ſome 


* ſuch Language as this. Lord, to whom 


Hall I go, but unto tbee; thou haſt the 


© Words of eternal Life. I like, and pre- 


© fer thee above all Lords ; above all 
Prophets, Teachers, Guides, or Gover- 
nors; above all other Mediators, or 
Interceſſors whatſoever. I like, and 


* 


thy Example, thy Ordinances, thy Peo- 
ple, even the meaneſt Fellowmember 
of thy Myſtical Body throughout the 
World: nor will I ever forſake this ſa- 
cred Community ſo long as I live. Be- 
hold, I here ſolemnly ſignify this before 
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performing 


4 


| 


love with all my Heart, thy holy Re- 
ligion; thy Precepts, thy Propoſals, 


Men, and Angels; who behold me 


we” SECT 
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« performin this ſolemn Action; yea, 


before God, the Searcher of my Heart. 


Forgive, O God, ever y. thing i in me, 
7 which! has not been becoming this Prq- 
c 


7 7 


feſſion, and my Character as a Chriſtian. 


6 'Look upon me, I beſeech thee, now. 


«* and at all times, as a Member of thy 
dear Son; and help me, by thy Grace, 


to walk more worthy, of the divine Fa- 


vours I am recognizing more wor- 
thy of, ſuch a Head, and Guide: and of 
ſuch a Community, of which Jam ro 


22 * 
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y a Chriſtian's taking, and rites 
155 the Cup, in this Ordinance, he 
ſignifies his Intereſt in the precious Blood 
of Chrilt, which was ſhed upon the Croſsy 
and in the, Covenant of Grace, made in 
the Goſpe 1, with all Believers, z. whereby 
they are 1 5 from. the Guilt of. Sin; 
ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, and 
received. into Favour with God; ſo that 


8 they may draw nigh to him, as their Cod; 


for Ne is becom their God, and they his 
People; and as ſuch, He alloœs, them 


the Liberty Of his Workhip; the INGQUIags 
ing Affurances,. and T dkens 0; his Fa- 


vour; the ſanctify ing, comiortigg e In- 
buenes of. his TIDY Spirit; che peculiar 
K 


Care CY 


"a 2 "OF 2 Serhat Account of 


De of his Providence ; and all other 
Means of Sanctification, and of eternal 
Salvation; and Eternal Salvation itſelf, at 
aſt, if by Repentance, Faith, and Wi 
© ence, and fincere, though not perfect, 
Conformity to his Will, they rightly 3 im- 

prove theſe Favours, and Means of their 
Sanctification; and do not receive all this 
Grace of God in vain. 
Take the Cup of Salvation, there fore, 
und call npon the Name of the Lord. Say, 
Lord, I adore, and thank thee with all 
my Soul, for this ſo great Salvation: and 
for thy moſt aſtoniſhing Grace in Chriſt 
» Jeſus. I rejoyce in the Thoughts of 
thy moſt gracious Covenant in Chriſt's 
 ©-Blood ; and build all my Hopes, and 
„ Expectations on it. I like the Terms 
© of it, as well as the unſpeakable Privi- 
©leges. I promiſe, and reſolve, by thy 
Grace, to conform myſelf to them. O 
grant me that Grace, I moſt humbly, 
and earneſtly beſeech thee : and ever, 
and in all things, deal with me, accord- 
iing to the Tenor of this everlaſting Co- 
= » © wenant ; which is well ordered 5 all 
= — * things, and ſure, which is all my Salva- 
* 3 and all . OV * Halt . 
me 


4 


ne 2 * 
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© me with thy Counſel, and N 7 
ceive me to Gbory. Amen, and Ame „ 


As theſe Directions were proposed, 
chiefly for the Aſſiſtance of the ſerious 
Chriſtian, in the right Worſhip of God; 1 
ſhall only add one ſhort one, for his after 
Improvement of theſe Religious Exerciſes. 
© Let your Communion with God in his 
Worſhip, from time to time, ſtir you up 
to more frequent Thoughts of, more ar- 
dent Deſires after, and more diligent P JE 
e for Heaven. | 


o 


Fe or which, and to which _ AY 
happy Place, may God. of his 
Infinite Mercy, fit, and in his dus 

Time, bring the Reader and © «i - 
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Vu wich is added fix; Sermons on Family Religion ; . | 
doo Vol. by the late Reverend John Howe, M A; late 
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ons and Dr. 2 7 
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